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To all, whon, it may conce7 7. - 
Be it known that I, WILLIAM W. WILCOX, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at Mid 
dletown, in the county of Middlesex and State 
of Connecticut, have invented new and useful 
Improvements in Sail-Grommets, of which the 
following is a specification. 
This invention relates to a sail-grommet 

composed of a metallic eyelet and of a sheet 
metal washer which is provided on its inner 
edge with projections which are bent outward 
and upward, so as to form barbs at or near the 
outer edge of the washer, as fully described in 
the following specification and illustrated in 
the accompanying drawings, in which 

Figure 1 represents a central Section of my 
grommet when applied to a piece of sail-cloth. 
Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the washer de 
tached. Fig. 3 is a central section of the 
same. Fig. 4 is a plan of the blank from 
which my barbed washer is formed. Fig. 5 is 
a perspective view of the eyelet detached. 
Fig. 6 is a central section of the same. Fig. 
7 is a central section of the grommet when 
clinched, the sail-cloth being shown in dotted 
lines. 

Similar letters indicate corresponding parts. 
In the drawings, the letter A. designates an 

eyelet, which is by preference made of sheet 
metal-Such as sheet-brass or sheet-steel-but 
which may also be made of cast metal. 
B is the Washer, which is made of sheet 

metal and formed of a blank, B*, which is rep 
resented in Fig. 4. From the inner edge of 

45 

this blank project radial projections b, which 
are turned back upon the body of the washer 
and then up, as shown in Fig. 2, so as to form 
barbs at a distance from the inner edge of the 
washer. 
By referring to Figs. 2 and 4 it will be seen 

that the number of barbs formed in the washer 
is uneven, so that said barbs are not diametri 
cally opposite to each other, whereby, accord. 
ing to my experience, a firmer hold on the sail 
cloth is produced than can be obtained if the i 

barbs should be placed diametrically opposite 
to each other. By forming the barbs b from 
projections extending from the inner edge of 
the washer I am enabled to bring the barbs 
to such a distance from said inner edge that 
they will penetrate the sail-cloth and take a 
firm hold of the same, which is not the case if 
said barbs are formed at or close to the inner 
edge of the washer. At the same time I am 
enabled to form the barbs with the greatest 
possible economy in stock, which is not the 
case if the barbs are formed from projections 
extending from the outer edge of the blank. 
Furthermore, I am enabled to use compara 
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tively thin metal, since when the barbs b are 6o 
bent back upon the body of the Washer, as 
above described, said body is strengthened. 

In applying my grommet to a piece of Sail 
cloth I cut a hole into the cloth just large 
enough to admit the barrel of the eyelet. Then 
I force the eyelet up through said hole, place 
the barbed washer upon the projecting end of 
said eyelet, press the barbs of the washer down 
into the sail-cloth, and, finally, clinch the eye 
let, whereby the barbs of the washer are em 
bedded in the sail-cloth and the grommet is 
firmly retained in position. 

I do not claim in this present application 
anything shown and described in the United 
States Patent No. 304.249, granted to me Au 
gust 26, 1884. 
What I claim as new, and desire to secure 

by Letters Patent, is 
A sail-grommet composed of a metallic eye 

let and of a sheet-metal washer which is pro 
vided at its inner edge with projections which 
are bent outward and upward, substantially as 
described. 

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my 
hand and sealin the presence of two subscrib 
ing witnesses. 

WILLIAM W. WILCOX. L. s. 
Witnesses: 

W. C. HAUFF, 
E. F. KASTENHUBER. 
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