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The present invention relates to improvements
in molds, and has particular reference to 2 mold
adapted for shaping groung meat or the like,
generally known as Hamburger into standard flat
units or patties of desired form and size, al-
though it may be used for different purposes.

It is further proposed to provide & mold of
the character described that is simple in con-
struction, sanitary, efficient in use, easy to take
apart and clean, and which will produce meat
patties of uniform size and thickness.

It is a further object of our invention to pro-
vide a2 mold of the eharacter deseribed which
may be easily adjusted for producing patties of
different thicknesses.

It is further contemplated to provide & mold
in which a mold plate cooperates with a mold
chamber in fiattening or smashing a charge of
ground meat, and in trimming the edges, the mold
plate being mounted for sutomatic return to in~
active position for facilitating and speeding up
charging operations.

And finally, it is an object of our invention
to provide securing means whereby the mold may
be speedily attached to and detached from s
supporting base, for firmly holding the mold
when in use, and {c allow of easy removal for
cleaning operations.

Further cbjects and advantages of our inven-
tion will’ appear as the specification proceeds,
and the new and useful features of the same wili
be fully defined in the claims attached hereto.

The preferred form of our invention is illuse
trated in the accompanying drawing, forming
part of this application, in which:

Figure 1 shows a horizontal section through
our mold, taken aleng line i—{ of Figure 2, the
base being omitted;

Figure 2, a vertical section taken along line
2—2 of PFigure 1; and

Figure 3, a fragmentary section taken along
line 3—3 of Figure 2. :

While we have shown only the preferred form
of our invention, it should be understood that
various changes or modifications may be made
within the scope of the claims hereto attached,
without departing from the spirit of the inven-
tion.

Referring to the drawing in detail, our inven-
tion comprises in its prineipal features, a base
f, a mold chamber 2 seccured thereon, and 2
mold plate 3 adapted for cooperation with the
chamber in shaping a charge of ground meat
or the like.

The base | msy be of any suitable form, and is
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2
preferably made of wood, and of sufficient size
and welght to firmly hold the mold in place
during molding operations.

The mold chamber & comprises & ring § inter-
nally threaded as at € to receive a floor plate §
which may be screwed into the ring from the
botiocm to any desired height, the upper face of
the fioor plate and the projecting portion of
the ring defining the effective space available for
receiving the material.

The floor plate has suitable finger holds 7
suspended therefrom by means of which it may be
operated, when the mold chamber is removed
from the base.

For securing the mold chamber upon the base
{, we provide two flanges 8 and § extending from
the lower end of the ring in opposite directions.

The flange § is formed with 2 longitudinal
slot {8 adapted for sliding engagement under
& bolt head (! suitably secured upon the bese,
while the flange 9 has a hole {2 fAitting over o
bolt {3 secured in the base, the latter flange
being held in place by means of 8 wing nut (4.

The flange § has a bracket {5 projecting there-
from in which is supported, with freedom of re-
volving wotion, & vertical post 6, held in place
by & nut 7.

The upper end of the post 18§ is slotted to
recelve the outer end of an arm {8 which is
pivoted to the post on & horizontal pin 9.
The arm supports the mold plate § which is cir~
cular in form and of & diameier somewhat in
excess of the ring 4.

Opposite the arm (8, the mold plate has a

; handle 18’ projecting therefrom, the handle pref-

erably comprising a shank 28 fixed to the mold
plate and a hand plece 2{ of insulating mate-
rial threaded thereon, as at 22.

The post 18 has an arm 23 projecting outward-
ly therefrom so as o turn with the post, and
& spring 24 connects the arms 23 and {8, so as
to automatically pull the mold plate away from
the mold chamber and inte inactive position,
thus normally clearing the mold chamber for
charging operations.

In use, the operator first adjusts the floor plate
§ in the ring 4 to provide 2 mold chamber of
desired depth. He then slips the slotied end of
the flange § underneath the head {{, lowers the
flange § upon the screw §3, and applies the
wing nut {4,

The mold plate 2 heing held normally in raised
position by the spring 24, the operator first ap-
plies g plece of waxed paper, somewhat larger
than the ring 4 to the mold chamber, and then
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scoops up a preferably measured amoun$ of
ground meat and drops it on the floor plaie in
approximately central position.

Next he applies a second sheet of waxed paper
on top and pulls on the handle {9’ to bring the
mold plate down upon the ring §. The descend-
ing mold plate spreads the ground meat in the
mold chamber, while avoiding direct contact.
For more perfect results, the operator will slide
the mold piate back and forth, causing the same
to swing with the post {6, whereby a more even
and uniform distribution of the meat through the
chamber is assured, and the edge of the party
thus formed is trimmed against the edge of the
ring.

After the meat patty has thus been molded, the
operator releases the handle, which causes the
spring 24 to lift the mold plate, removes the meat
patty between the two sheets of waxed paper, and
~ the hamburger is ready for cooking. In stacking
the patties, the operator may conveniently use
the upper sheet of one operation for the bottom
sheet of the next operation.

This operation can be carried out very quickly,
and if a considerable number of hamburgers are
to be prepared, as for a restaurant, the fact that
the mold plate snaps back automatically is &
great aid in speeding up the process.

Our device may be adjusted to make meat pat-
ties of any thickness, and is readily removable
from the supporting base for clesning purposes.
It may be made of any suitable material, but we
preferably use stainless steel.

The handpiece 2{ may be detached for storing
and shipping purposes.

We claim: -

1. A mold for shaping material of the charac-
ter described, comprising a cylindrieal ring hav-
ing a flat bottom plane transverse to the axis
thereof, means for fixedly supporting the ring in
horizontal position, a floor plate supported in the
ring to form a mold chamber therewith for re-
ceiving material, and a pressure plaie secured
with respect to the ring and adapted for coopera-
tion with the upper end of the ring for molding
the material to the shape of the chamber, the
floor plate being in the form of a dise of a thick-
ness much less than the height of the ring and
being threaded into the ring and having finger

holds on the pottom surface therecf whereby the &

floor plate may be turned for adjusting the depth
of the chamber.

2. A mold for shaping material of the charac-
ter described, comprising a cylindrical ring hav-

ing a flat hottom piane transverse to the axis 2

thereof, means for fixedly supporting the ring in
horizontal position, a floor plate supporfed in the
ring to form a mold chamber therewith for re-
ceiving material, and a pressure plate secured
with respect to the ring ar«d adapted for coopera-
tion with the uprer end of the ring for inolding
the material to the shape of the chamber, the
floor plate being in the form of a disc of a thick-
ness much less than the height of the ring and
being threaded into the ring and hgving finger
holds on the bottom surface thereof whereby the
foor plate may be turned for adjusting the depti
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of the chamber, and the floor plate with its finger
holds being made to clear the bottom plane of
the ring when the foor plate is in operative posi-
tion for forming the chamber.

3. A mold for shaping material of the charac-
ter deseribed, comprising & ring having a flat
upper edge, 2 foor plate supported in the ring
to form a mold chamber therewith for receiving
material, mesns for horizontally supporting the
ving, & bracket projecting outwardly from the
ring, & post pivoied in the brackel, a pressure
plate sdapted to overlie the ring and having an
arm pivoted to the post for swinging motion in &
vertical plene and for turning movement in &
horizontal plane, a second arm secured upon the
post and projecting outwardly and upwardly
therefrom, and a spring connecting the two arms
and tending to pull ihe pressure plate outwardly,
the flcor plate being in the form of a disc of a
thickness much less than the height of the ring
and being thregded into the ring and having
finger holds on the bottom: surface thereof where~
by the floor plate may be turned for adjusting the
depth of the chamber.

4. 4 mold for shaping material of the charac-
ter descrived, comprising a ring having parallel
upper and lower edges, a floor plate supported in
the ring to form s mold chamber therewith for
reeeiving meterial, a supporting plate having a
flat upper face, flanges projecting {rom the lower
end of the ring in opposite directions and having
bottom faces in the plane of the bottom edge of
the ring, means for removably securing the
fianges upon the supporting plate, a bracket pro-
jecting outwardly from the ring over one of the
fignges, » post pivoled in the bracket, and a pres-
sure plate adapted to overlie the ring and having
an arm pivoted to the post for swinging motion
in a vertical plane and for turning movement in
o herizontal plane, the floor plate being in the
form of a disc of a thickness much less than the
height of the ring and being threaded into the
ring and having dnger holds on the bottom suyr-
face thereof whereby the floor plate may he
turned for adiusting the depth of the chamber.

WILLIAM L. JAMESON.
FRANK L. ROGERS.
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