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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.
. EDMUND HI{}GINS, OF SOLDIERS HOME, CALIFORNIA. ‘

No. 874,8486.

To all whom it may. concern: -

Bge it known that I, Epmunp Hiceins, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Sol-
diers. Home, in the county of Los Angeles and
State of Caiifomia., have invented a new and
useful Combined Table and Desk, of which
the following is a specification. .

This invention has reference. to improyve-
ments in combined tables and desks, and is
designed: to. produce a desk on which. heavy
volumes may be easily secured; and read with-
out the necessity of bending over the desk.

The object of the invention is to produce a
desk having a top which may be tilted to va-
rious degrees from the horizontal for conven-

ience in reading & book placed upon the top, -

and which may also be brought to a neazrly
vertical position so that the top may be util-
ized as an easel for artists, sign writers and
others. . In addition, to, this, the structure is
so arranged as to.provide a secret compart-
ment not at all liable to be found by any one

_unaequainted with the structure of the desk.

. The invention consists essentially in a desk
body having a top movable about a center so
as to be tilted to a convenient inclination for
reading, and the top is also movable about
another center so as to be tilted into a nearly
vertical position for use as an easel. . ..

The moving top is provided with a curtain’

extension so arranged as to hide the interior
of the body as the top is tilted, and beneath
this curtain there is arranged a secret com-
partment having a cover which is accessible
when the curtain is removed, while the upper
wall of the secret compartment may be so

" formed asto in partcongtitute a rack forhold-

ing the top in the inclined positions to, which
it is adjustable. ;

*The invention will be fully understood
from thefollowing detailed description, taken
in ¢onmection with the accompanying draw-
ings forming part of this specification, in
which,— '

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the com-
bined desk and table, showing the desk struc-
ture projected; Fig. 2 is a vertical section
through the structure, showing the top moved
to an inclination; Fig. 3 is'a perspective view
of the latch mechanism for holding the top in
the inclined positions; and Figs. 4 and 5 are
detail views. : S :

Referring to the drawings, there is shown
a desk frame consisting of iollow end pedes-
tals 1 which may, if desired, be made suffi-
ciently wide to receive drawers in the usual
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seen that this top will be brought to an in-
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manner, and: the gedgstals; are joined .} 8
back 2 and suitable. cross bars 3 t,oge&@r
with a bottom 4 and: an intermediate shelf

‘5,as we. as afront connection 6, The whole

structure may rest upon cagters, 7 in, the
usual manner. o

_- Housed. in the space hetween. the. pedestsls
is g, desk structure consisting of sides & pivoi-
ed at their lower ends, as shown at 9, to, s

fixed portion, of the pedestals, and these sides-

are connected by & top frame 10 gnd an oxpa-
The top frame ig provided

mental front 11,
with a depressed portion 12 for. the.reception
of stationery and the like, and, this frame has
an opening normally closed by a cover 13,
Within the receptacle 12 may be located an
inkwell 14 having a closure 15 at the upper
end. The frame. 10, is hing
front corners of the sides 8 and the other epd
of the frame is provided with rollers 17 moy-
ing in. guides 18 formed in the upper portion
of the top of the desk structure, so that when
the sides 8 of the desk structure are drawn
outward: the frame 10°is carried therewith
and ultimately engages the tops of these sides
8, when the cover 10 and frame 13 will rest in

.an inclined position appropriate for a person

seated in a chair and at sbout the proper
height and slant for a person desiring to wuse
the desk for writing. .

The body portion is continued upwgrd
above the desk receiving portion, and 1s pro-

-vided with arc-shaped upper ends 19 struck

from a center determined by pivots 20, tp be
hereinafter referred to. Fitted to the upper

.end of the body is a rectangular top 21 hav-

ing sides with walls curved on sarcs struck
from the pivots 20, as shown at 22, and the
eurved edges 22 rest upon the arc-shapedor
curved edges 19. At each end of the top 21
are guide plates 23 extending downward a

short distance along the ends of the pedestals
of the desk, so that the top is prevented from -

moving longitudinally with relation to the
desk, and exterior to these guides are other
side extensions 24 to which are pivoted arms

ed, at 16 to the
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25, and these arms, in turn, are mounted upop -

the pivots 20. The other ends of the azms
25 are offset, as shown at 26, and curved upon
a center determined by a pivot 27 conngct-
ing the arms 25 and side extensipns 24.

ow, let it be supposed that the top 21 of
the structure, which constitutes the book-
holding top for resding purposes, is moved
ivots 20 as an axis. will be
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clined position and may be moved in such

" . direction until the arms 25 meet stops 28 and
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their inotion is then arrested. However, the
top may still be turned about the pivots 27,
and the structure is such that when the mo-
tion of the arms 25 is arrested by the stops 28
the top may then be turned about the shorter
axis é)etermined by the pivots 27 and be
allowed to assume a nearly vertical position
along the front of the pedestals. When in
this position the top may be held by extensi-
ble brackets 29, normally housed in the ped-
estals and pivoted thereto at their lower
ends, while the extent of projection of these
brackets is determined by stops 30 carried
thereby and engaging the front walls of the
pedestals where the brackets project through
the latter. Each bracket is provided with a
knob 31 for convenient manipulation. The
brackets are so constructed that when pro-
jected their upper edges are horizontal. By
moving the engaging edge of the top along
the upper edge of the brackets 29 away from
the body of the structure,the inclination of
the working face of the top section of the ta-
ble may be adjusted at will.

Along. one edge of the working face of the
top 21 1s a ledge 32 against which may rest
the edge of a book, such as indicated at 33,
and & cord 34 may be provided for holding
the leaves of the book in position, and for
other purposes, or more than one cord may
be provided if so desired. When the top is
in the nearly vertical position for use as an
easel the ledge 32 will serve as a support for
anything placed upon the easel, while the
cord or cords 34 may then be utilized to hold
the painting or sign or whatever else may be
placed on the easel, in place. :

Just above the frame 10 and housed in the
body of the structure is a plate 35, between
which latter and the adjustable top there
remains a considerable space. This space is
utilized as a secret compartment by placing
above the plate 35 a curved wall 36 having
one section 37 constituting about one-half
of the wall 36 hinged thereto, as shown at 38.
The hinge or hinges are arranged longitudi-
nally with reference to the wall 36, so that
when the front end of the section 37 is raised
access is had to the space beneath the wall 36
and between it and the plate 35. Suitable
latches 39 may be provided for holding the
hinged section or door 37 closed. _

ounted in the top portion 21 at the rear

edge thereof is a curtain roller 40 carrying a

curtain 41, the free end of which may be pro-
vided with hooks 42 to engage pins43 onthe
body portion of the structure, so that when
the top portion 21 is adjusted to various de-
grees of inclinations the curtain 41 will be
withdrawn from the roller 40 and overspread
the wall 36, thus hiding it from view and also
concealing the fact that this wall covers a
secret compartment.. The secrecy of this
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compartmént may be further provided for by

placing the hinges 38 on the inner or con- -

cealed side of the wall 36, so that even were
an observer to see the division line between
the cover section 37 and the remainder of the
wall 36 there would be no intimation that
this constituted a hinged section which could
be opened. '

The wall 36, with its hinged section 37,
near each end is formed with series of ratchet
teeth 44 in which normally engage pawls 45
fast on a plate 46 hinged on a rod 47 extend-
ing through the top 21. The pawl-carrying
plate 46 is engaged by the angle ends 48 of
rods 49 suitably supported in eyes or brack-
ets 50 fast in the top of the structure. These
rods 49 extend to and through the front panel

51 of the top 21 and are there turned at an:

angle, as shown at 52, for easy manipulation.
The rods 49 are disposed at each end of the
top section 21 and between them this top
section may be provided with a drawer 53.

When it is desired to tilt the top 21 the
two ends 52 of the rods 49 may be graslped
by the hands of the user and turned on their
longitudinal axes. - This will cause the angle
ends 48 to lift the pawl plate 46 and elevate
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the pawls 45 out of engagement with the -

ratchet teeth 44. Now, by pulling upon the
handle ends 52 of the rods 49 the top may be
tilted forward as far as desired, when the

rods 49 may be returned to their normal posi-.

tion, thus releasing the plate 46 and permit-
ting the pawls 45 to drop into engagement
with the teeth 44. Under these conditions
the top 21 will remain in the inclined posi-
tion, being held there by the pawls 45, until
the latter are again released from the teeth,
when the top may be further tilted. It may,
however, be pushed back to its normal hori-
zontal position without manipulating -the
rods 49, since the pawls 45 are Ifzree to move
upward from the teeth. When the top is
moved backward to its normal. position the
roller 40, which is of the spring roller type,
will rewind the curtain 41.

When it is desired to gain access to the
secret compartment the curtain may be un-
hooked from the pins 42 and the top brought
to the position shown in dotted lines in Fig.
2, resting on the brackets 29. The cover 37
is then exposed to view and by manipulating
the latches 39 to release the cover tllm)e latter
may be lifted and access to the secret com-
partment may be had. '

I claim:— A )

1. The combination in a desk, of a main
frame, pivot members carried thereby, the
top of the frame being arranged on a curved
line struck from the center of said -pivots,
an adjustable top section, arms mounted on
said pivots, pivotal connections between the

95

100

105

‘110

115

12¢

125

arms and the top section, a rack carried by -

the main frame, and a pawl carried by the
top section and engaging said rack.
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2. The combination in a desk, of a main
frame, an adjustable top section, pivotal con-
nections between the top section and the

.main frame whereby the top section may be

moved to different degrees of inclination, and
supports on the main frame for receiving the
top section when moved to a substantially
upright position,

3 The combination in a desk, of a main
frame, pivot arms carried thereby, an adjust-
able top section pivotally secured to the

pivot arms, and pawl-and-ratchet adjusting

means for the top section
4. The combination in a desk, of a main

frame, pivot arms carried thereby, a top sec-
tion, the meeting edges of the top section and
main frame being curved on an arc struck
from the axis of the pivotal connections be-
tween the arms and the main frame, pawl-
and-ratchet detents for holding the top in
the adjusted positions, and brackets carried
by the main frame for supporting the top
when moved to one side of the main frame.

5. In a desk, a main frame, a top therefor
movable with relation to the main frame and
from engagement with the upper end thereof,
a compartment concealed between the top of
the desk and the main frame and carried by
said main frame, and a member connected to
the desk top and movable thereby over and
concealing the compartment when the said
desk top is moved with relation to the main
frame.

6. In a desk, a main frame, a top therefor

movable with relation to the main frame and
from engagement with the upper end thereof,
a compartment provided with a hinged cover
and concealed between the top of the desk
and the main frame and carried by the lat-

ter, and a concealing curtain carried by the
top section and attached to the main frame
and covering the comFartment when the top
section is moved with relation to the main
frame,

7. The combination in a desk, of a main
frame, an adjustable top section therefor, a
compartment in the main frame concealed
by the top section, a curtain carried by the
top section and arranged to cover the com-
partment when the top section is adjusted
with relation to the main frame, ratchet
tecth formed in the walls of the compart-
ment, and pawls carried by the top section
and engaging said ratchet teeth

8. The combination in a desk, of a main
frame, an adjustable top section therefor, a
compartment in the main frame concealed
by the top section, a curtain carried by the
top section and arranged to cover the com-
partment when the top section is adjusted
with relation to the main frame, ratchet
teeth formed in the walls of the compart-
ment, pawls carried by the top section and
engaging said ratchet teeth, and means for
operating said pawls to release the top sec-
tion from engagement with the ratchet teeth,
comprising rotatable rods having angle ends
for moving the pawls'out of engagement with
the teeth and having other angle ends ex-
terior to the top and constituting manipulat-
ing handles. ,

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own, I have hereto affixed my signature
in the presence of two witnesses :

. EDMUND HIGGINS.

Witnesses:

Ricaarp W. Dawson,
WiLriam C. Reep
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