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{1) ... ovarall congtruction
20b ... coda collation
20c ... awitch detaection
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(57) Abstract

To prevent an engine from being startable by cutoff of communication lines or the like, an EEPROM (20a) of an engine control ECU
(20) stores a reference code, and a code collation portion (20b) compares a password code sent from a transponder (12) of a key (10) with
the reference code. This comparison is started when key insertion is detected by a key insertion detection switch (22) and finishes before the
start of the enginc. When any fault of the key insertion detection circuit (22) is detected, the code collation portion (20b) exccutes code
reference until the number of revolutions of the engine exceeds 500 rpm. Therefore, even when the key insertion detection switch (22) fails,
a correct key operation can be recognized and the start of the engine becomes possible.
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