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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
A warning device for the purpose of indicating a 

stalled vehicle upon a highway, the device comprising a 
vertical panel upon a base, the panel being painted on 
both sides with a bright fluorescent paint so as to be 
readily seen by an approaching vehicle particularly at 
night time. 

This invention relates generally to temporary warning 
signals. More specifically it relates to road signals for use 
upon automotive highways for the purpose of directing 
moving traffic. 
A principal object of the present invention is to provide 

a traffic emergency warning device which can be used 
to indicate to moving traffic that a stalled vehicle is pres 
ent upon the highway. 
Another object of the present invention is to provide a 

traffic emergency warning device which can be readily 
placed upon the roof of a stalled automobile so that the 
same may be seen from either direction by moving traffic. 
Yet another object is to provide a safeway emergency 

emblem which can be readily placed in a collapsed posi 
tion within the trunk compartment of an automobile so 
that it may be immediately available in case of an emer 
gency. 
Yet a further object of the present invention is to pro 

vide a traffic emergency warning device which includes 
a panel supported upon a base, the panel being coated 
with a fluorescent paint upon each opposite side. 
Yet a further object of the present invention is to pro 

vide a traffic emergency warning device having no moving 
parts to wear out and which requires no batteries or other 
mechanism for operation. 

Other objects of the present invention are to provide a 
traffic emergency warning device which is simple in de 
sign, inexpensive to manufacture, rugged in construction, 
easy to use and efficient in operation. 

These and other objects will be readily evident upon a 
study of the following specification and the accompany 
ing drawing wherein: 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of the present invention; 
FIG. 2 is a cross-sectional view taken on the line 2-2 

of FIG. 1; and 
FIG. 3 is a rear elevation view of an automotive vehicle 

showing the present invention mounted thereupon. 
Referring now to the drawing in detail, the reference 

numeral 10 represents a traffic emergency warning device 
according to the present invention wherein there is a base 
11 upon which a vertically upstanding panel 12 is re 
movably supported. 
The base 11 comprises a longitudinal member provided 

at each end with a downwardly extending foot 13, each 
foot having a magnet 14 embedded therewithin, the lower 
end of each magnet extending below the lower surface 15 
of each foot. The underside of each magnet 14 may be 
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provided with a thin layer of felt 16 so as to prevent the 
magnet from scratching the finish of an automobile body 
upon which the device may be placed. Such felt is of rela 
tively thin nature so as to not detract from the magnetic 
force of the magnet relative to a metal surface upon 
which the device is supported. The base 11 further in 
cludes a slot 17 upon its upper side 18 for the purpose of 
receiving a corner or a side edge 18 of the panel 12. 
The panel 12 comprises a generally flat member having 

a peripheral edge 20 which is of octagonal configuration 
as shown in FIG. 1 of the drawing. Thus the panel is 
provided with eight tabs or corners formed, any of which 
is receivable within the slot 17 of the base 11. A circular 
opening 21 is provided centrally through the panel, and 
the opposite sides 22 of the panel are coated with a 
fluorescent paint which will be luminescent particularly 
when the light of an automobile headlamp shines there 
upon. 
In operative use, should an automotive vehicle 23 be 

come stalled upon the right of way of a highway 24, the 
motorist need only to place the device 10 upon the roof 
25 of the vehicle so that the same may be seen from 
either direction by the moving traffic. Thus a suitable 
warning device is provided so as to protect collision of 
other vehicles into the stalled automobile. 

It is to be understood that the panel may be made 
either permanently secured to the base or it may be made 
removable so that the panel and base may be conveniently 
stored away conveniently with a minimum amount of 
space in the automobile trunk. 
While various changes may be made in the detailed 

construction, it is understood that such changes will be 
within the spirit and scope of the present invention as is 
defined by the appended claim. 

I claim: 
1. In a traffic emergency warning device, the combina 

tion of an upstanding panel and a base, said base sup 
porting said panel, means for temporary securement of 
said base upon an automobile vehicle body, and means 
by said upstanding panel to be clearly visible within the 
headlight rays of moving vehicles so to prevent the same 
from colliding with the vehicle upon which said device 
is placed, said upstanding panel comprising a flat mem 
ber of octagonal peripheral configuration, said octagonal 
panel accordingly being provided with eight corner or 
tab areas, one of which is used for securement of said 
panel to said base, the opposite sides of said panel being 
coated with a fluorescent paint so to produce a luminiscent 
effect when shined upon, said base comprising a longi 
tudinal member having a pair of downwardly extending 
feet, each one of said feet being located near a longi 
tudinal end of said base, each of said feet having a magnet 
embedded therewithin, the lower end of each said mag 
nets extending below a lower surface of said feet, the 
underside of each of said magnets being covered by a thin 
felt of a thickness which is not sufficient to detract from 
the magnetic force of said magnets downwardly there 
through, an intermediate portion of said base being up 
wardly arched along a lower edge thereof so to clear any 
arcuate portion of an automobile body, said intermediate 
portion of said base being provided with a vertically ex 
tending slot upon an upper side thereof, said slot receiv 
ing one of said corners of said panel, said panel being in 
an upstanding position, and said position being provided 
with a central opening therethrough for purpose of with 
standing a wind and preventing the same being knocked 



3,507,245 
3. 4 

down thereby, said central opening being of a circular 2,887,983 5/1959 Budd --------------- 116-63 
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