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UNITED STATES PATENT OYTFICE.

JOSEPH -H. MILLS, OF RICHMOND, INDIANA, ASSIGNOR TO RICHMOND CASKET
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1,175,005.

Specification of Letters Patent.

Patented Mar. 14, 1916.

Application filed December 27; 1906. Serial No. 349,681.

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Josepr H. Miuts, a
citizen of the United States, residing at
Richmond, in the county of Wayne and
State of Indiana, have invented a certain
new and useful Screen for Burial-Caskets,
of which the following is a specification.

My invention relates to burial caskets and
the cbject thereof is to provide a simple and
efficient shield or screen which is adapted to
be applied or attached to the casket for use
before and during the funeral for the pur-
pose of not only concealing the exterior of
the casket and its hardware as well as the
support or supports (ordinarily termed the
casket carriage or pedestal), but also to dec-
orate the same elaborately and with a wide
range of style and character of decoration.

One of the chief objects of the provision
of this shield or screen is to enable a cheaper
character or grade of casket to be employed
with the same or even better effect and re-
sults than when burial caskets of the higher
grades and with ‘more expensive trimmings
are used, thereby enabling those who cannot
afford the high-priced caskets the same ef-
fects at a much less expense instead of being,
in fact, compelled to biy a casket whose
price is beyond their means.

Tt ‘will be understood that the shield or

screen forms no part of the burial outfit, but
is used by the undertaker to conceal caskets
and the space below them as above explained
and to provide surrounding decoration and
adornment necessary to overcome the harsh-
ness of the usual conditions. Moreover, the
shield or screen is provided with means for
attachment and detachment whereby it may
be used over and over again. As a result
of the use of my screen, it is thus possible
to employ a cheaper grade of burial casket
and also to dispense with the necessity of
carrying in stcck the considerable number
(now required) of different styles and
grades of casket in different shades of color.
Furthermore, my screen is so made and ar-
ranged that it may be applied or adjusted
to any size of casket and may also be at-
tached to and detached from the casket with
great facility as is necessary tinder its pecul-
iar cenditicns of use.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a side ele-
vation ‘of ‘a casket With my screen attached
thereto; Iig. 2 a secticn on the line 2==2
of Fig. 1; Fig. 8 a similar section but

showing one of the sides let down to convert
the casket into the couch form; Fig. 4 a per-
spective of cne of the side secticns of the
screen when the latter is made in sections;
Fig. 5 a perspective of one of the end
sections of the screen; and Fig. 6 a detail
view on an enlarged scale of the upper edge
or margin of the screen showing the hooks
for attaching the screen to the casket.

My invention relates, as hereinbefore
stated, to the provision cof the screen struc-
ture hereinafter described for concealing the
casket proper, as well as the supports or
pedestal and also for providing a surround-
ing decoration. This screen is so made that
it may be applied to different types of burial
casket with the necessary changes or ad-
justments occasioned by the particular con-
struction of the casket. In the present in-

stance, I have shown my screen applied to *

three different types or classes of burial cas-
ket, as will be apparent from the description
hereinafter given. However, I will first de-
scribe my invention as applied to a burial
casket of the usual character and one hav-
ing a removable lid or cover as illustrated
in Fig. 1.

Referring more particularly to Figs. 1, 2,
4, 5 and 6, my screen comprises in the pres-
ent instance a fabric which is, by preference,
made in four different secticns, two similar
side sections 1, and two similar end sections
2, the side sections being positioned along
the opposite sides of the casket and suspend-
ed or draped therefrom and the end sections
being similarly suspended or draped from
the casket. This screen, however, might be
made in one single or continuous piece, al-
though in practice I have found that it is
more convenient to make the fabric in sec-
tions as shown, besides which the range of

use of any one screen is considerably in- .

creased by such division into sections.

Tt: will be understocd that the sereen may
be made of any suitable material or fabric
and also that the same may be suitably fig-
ured. In practice an undertaker may pro-
vide himself with several of these screens of
different colors or shades of color or with
different figiire or pattern. '

Describing the particular construction
and arrangement of screen shown in Figs.
1, 2,4, 5 and 6, I provide the upper edge of
each ‘of the sections with a hem, through
which cords are passed, the side sections
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having the cords 8 and the end sections the
cords 4. The adjacent ends of the respective
cords are in practice tied together and the
same, with their depending tassels, form a
part of the decorative effect of the screen.
In applying the screen to the casket and fit-
ting or adjusting the same thereto, the
goods or fabric is gathered along the

cords and the proper draping effect also -

thereby obtained. The upper margin of
the fabric, together with the cords, is posi-
ticned on the inner side of the walls of
the casket and slightly below the top edge
thereof, with the result that the screen may
thereby be held in place. However, I do
not care to depend entirely upon this ar-
rangement for thus holding the screen in
place, but prefer to provide means for posi-
tively holding the same against any possi-
bility of displacement or derangement.
Different means may be provided, but for
the purpose of enabling the undertaker to
quickly and readily attach. and detach the
screen, I provide the upper edge or margin
of the screen with hcoks such as the hooks
5 illustrated in detail in Tig. 6. These
hooks are arranged on the inner side of the

 upper edge or hem of the fabric so that
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they readily engage with the upholstering
of the casket when the screen is in place
and at the same time the hooks are concealed
from view. By preference, for the purpose
of securing a proper draping of the side

sections, I provide on the inner side of such

side sections and intermediate their height
a strip of elastic or webbing 6, suitably con-
nected or attached to each side séction and
having means of attachment to the end por-
tions of the casket as illustrated in Fig. 1.
For this purpose, the ends of the webbing
may be provided with eyes and the end por-
ticns of the casket with pins or buttons 7. .

My screen may also be applied to the
couch type of burial casket, as illustrated
in Fig. 3, wherein cne side 8 of the casket,
which is hinged, is let down with the re-
sult that the end sections of the screen will
conceal the ends of the casket as before, as
well as the ends of the side wall 8. while the

side section of the screen, which falls or

drapes below the lower edge of the side

~wall 8 1in its let-down position, will conceal

the space therebelow, and will constitute the
drapery and decoration thereat, all as clearly
illustrated in Fig.-7. When the. screen is
employed on a casket of this particular type
it is.-only necessary for the side sections to
drape the space below the lower edge of the
side wall 8 when in its let-down position,
but as the sections of the screen are stand-
ard and applicable to all types of caskets, I

C‘opies of this patent'may be obtaihed for five cents each, by addressing. the ¢
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prefer to use the sections as hereinbefore
described and attach the same, particularly
the side section belonging to the hinged side
wall 8 and to attach the same to the uphol-

stéry thereof, with the result that such side

section will be in two folds or thicknesses as

to the portion thereof concealed behind the

side wall 8, as clearly illustrated in Fig. 8.
In the two types of burial caskets herein-
before described, the casket is screened all
the way around, but in that type of casket
which is provided  with a hinged top or

-cover one of the side sections may, if de-

sired, be dispensed with. This side section
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would be the one adjacent the side wall to -

which the top or cover is hinged, inasmuch
as this side of the casket is not exposed to
view in the use of this particular type. My
screen is obviously applicable as well to
the’ type having a hinged side but with a
hinged lid. S »

I claim: - : ' :

1. A screen for concealing the exterior of
a burial casket and providing a decoration
comprising separate sections. or pieces of
fabric arranged to ‘be attached to and
draped from the casket, a side section hav-
ing a'strip in its inner side intermediate its
height and arranged to be removably at-
tached at its ends to the casket.

2. A screen for cencealing the entire ex-
terior of a burial casket as well as the usual
supports therefor, such- screen comprising
separate sections -of fabric, and separate
cords on which the upper edges thereof are

gathered, said cords being adapted to be- po--

sitioned within the top edge of the casket to
hold ‘the fabric in place and the ends of the
cords being draped for decorative effect. -

3. A screen for concealing the entire ex-
terior of a burial casket as well as the qusual
supports therefor for providing a decora-
tion comprising separate sections or pieces

“of decorated fabric having hems on their.

upper edges, and separate cords in the hems,
said cords being adapted to be positioned
within the top edge of the casket to hold the
fabric in place and the ends thereof being
exposed and draped for decorative effect.

4. In combination with a burial casket of
the type having a hinged side arranged to

be swung downwardly, a screen concealing.
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the -exterior of such casket comprising a

fabric whose portion adjacent the hinged
side is attached thereto; and means for at-
taching the screen to. the stationary ends of
the casket. ‘

Witnesses:
S. I8 Hiseny,
Lours B. Erwry.

Washington, D. C.” L

JOSEPH H. MILLS. j
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