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IMPROVEMENT IN SIGNAL-LANTERNs. 
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To all whom it may concern: tern, the rod EI being firmly attached to the 
Be it known that I, JosEPH.M. SIIANK, of cap G, the lights LL connected to the rod EI. 

Union City, Randolph county, and State of 
Indiana, have invented a Signal-Lantern for 
Railroad-Cars, of which the following is a spec 
ification: - 

The object of my invention is to enable any 
one to determine at night whether cars are 
receding, approaching, or stationary. 
To enable others skilled in the art to make 

and use my invention, I will proceed to de 
scribe its construction and operation. 

I construct a large cylinder with vertical 
slots on opposite sides, into which I insert col 
ored glass. I make another cylinder having 
one or more spiral slots, and of the proper size 
to revolve inside, or may be large enough to 
revolve outside, of the first cylinder. 
The lantern is illustrated more in detail in 

the plan view, Figure 1, showing the lantern 
with its connection with the driving-pulley C, 
in which BB show one of the slots into which 
the colored glass is inserted, A showing a sec 
tion of the spiral slot of the revolving cylin 
der as it passes the vertical slot with the col 
ered glass inserted, Fig.2 showing the revolv 
ing cylinder with its connection with the driv 
ing-pulley C, the shaft D being firmly attached 
to the revolving cylinder at F. A. A show 
parts of the spiral slot. Fig. 3 represents the 
arrangement for holding the light or lights, 
in which G shows the cap or top of the lan 

My lantern being attached to the rear end 
of the train, with the driving-pulley C con 
nected with the axle of the car by means of 
a belt or otherwise, when the train is in mo 
tion, will cause the cylinder having the spiral 
slot or slots, as the case may be, to revolve. 

It will be seen, the lights being in the cen 
ter, as the cylinder revolves to the right the 
light will appear to pass from the bottom of 
the lantern to the top, and when turned to 
the left will appear to move from the top to 
the bottom, so that it can easily be known the 
direction the train is running, or whether it 
is stationary. ' 
The advantages of my invention are, that 

with certainty it can be known the direction 
a train is moving or whether stationary, where. 
by a collision may be avoided. 
What I claim, and desire to secure by Let 

ters Patent, is 
In a signal-lantern, the spirally-slotted cyl 

inder, revolving by suitable means around its 
axis, in combination with the outer vertically 
slotted fixed cylinder, all constructed and op 
erating substantially as and for the purpose 
set forth. 

JOSEPH M. SHANK. 
Witnesses: 

C. L. CARTER, 
NATHAN WOODBURY. 


