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(57) Abstract: Anendoscope has a fiber optic waveguide that transmits an image from a distal end to a proximal end, the waveguide
having an outer diameter of less than 3 mm. A lens system is positioned at the distal end of the fiber optic waveguide. An imaging
device is optically coupled to the proximal end of fiber optic waveguide. A disposable sheath extends about the fiber optic waveguide
to provide a sterile barrier, and in a preferred embodiment the sheath includes an illumination channel. In a preferred embodiment,
the lens system has a first lens element, a second lens element and an aperture stop.
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCTASA/ 210

Continuation of Box I.2

Claims Nos.: 3,4,27

Present claims 3 and 27 define the endoscope and the method in terms of
results to be achieved without any indication to which means are
necessary as to how the result may be obtained. The claims only define
that the lens should couple light such that the NA varies as a function
of angle (which angle). Conseuently, it is not clear which features
restrict the claims contrary to Article 6 PCT.

The features of claim 4 Tlack support by the description and is not clear
how the fibres are to be arranged or used within the waveguide.
Consequently, this lack of clarity renders a meaningful search to these
claims impossible.

The applicant’s attention is drawn to the fact that claims, or parts of
claims, relating to inventions in respect of which no international
search report has been established need not be the subject of an
international preliminary examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant
is advised that the EPO policy when acting as an International
Preliminary Examining Authority is normally not to carry out a
preliminary examination on matter which has not been searched. This is
the case irrespective of whether or not the claims are amended following
receipt of the search report or during any Chapter II procedure.
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searchable claims.
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of any additional fee.

3. D As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this International Search Report
covers only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:
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restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

Remark on Protest D The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest.

|:l No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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