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To all whom it may concern: . 
Be it known that I, WILLIAM M. MYERs, 

of Hannibal, in the county of Marion and 
State of Missouri, have invented a new and 
useful.Improvement in Salt-Shakers, of which 
the following is a specification. 
My invention is an improved shaker for 

salt, pepper, or other condiments, or for gar 
den-seeds, or for other powders or finely-di 
Vided material which it may be desired to 
shake out of the box or other receptacle; and 
the invention consists in certain novel con 
structions and combinations of parts, as will 
be hereinafter described, and pointed out in 
the claims. 
In the drawings, Figure 1 is a side view of 

my shaker as in use, and Fig. 2 is a longitu 
dinal section thereof. m 
The box or body A may be of any desired 

shape, but is preferably, as shown, made 
slightly tapering inward toward its bottom. 
The discharge-funnel B extends within the 
body and flares outwardly to its lower end 
and converges toward its inner upper end, 
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tering result, as will be readily seen. 
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Where it receives the material from the box. 
By flaring the funnel outward toward its dis 
charge end I cause the same to effectually 
Scatter the material discharged, the outward 
flare from the contracted inner receiving end 
b to the broad outlet end securing such scat 

I pre 
fer to provide in the discharge-funnel rods 
or projections C, which aid in distributing 
the salt or other material discharged and may 
be arranged at any point within the funnel. 
In connection with the funnel B, I provide 

a concentrator D, which is arranged above 
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so 

the inlet b and concentrates the material at 
Such point in the operation of the shaker as 
presently described. This concentrator Dis 
preferably the conical lid of the box, which 
may be connected there with in any suitable 
manner, preferably by threading it in place 
and supplying a rubber or other gasket E to 
render the joint air-tight. 
At the bottom of the shaker I provide a 

groove or seat for the rubber or other gasket 
F, which rests upon the table and keeps the 
contents of the box practically air-tight. 

For convenience in operating the box may 

have a handle G, as shown. In operation it 
is not necessary to invert the box to discharge 
the material, but only to give it a quick up 
Ward and downward movement to cause, the 
material to discharge. This is effected by 
the material becoming concentrated in the 
funnel-shaped top and being directed thereby 
out of the contracted end or apex of the dis 
charge-tube. By varying the angle of the 
shaker during operation from a vertical to or 
nearly to a horizontal position the amount of 
material discharged at each operation may be 
varied, the greatest quantity being discharged 
when the shaker is operated vertically and 
the quantity decreasing as the horizontal is 
approached. 
The shaker may be made of metal, glass, or 

other suitable material. 
In practice the rubbers and the arms across 

the discharge-funnel may be omitted in some 
instances without departing from some of the 
principles of my invention. 
The improved holder will keep the salt from 

drying out or becoming caked. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is- . . s. 

1. A shaker comprising the body and the 
discharge-tube extending therein and made 
conical with its smaller end innermost, such 
tube being closed at its sides and open atitsin 
ner end whereby to receive at such end the 
material to be discharged and a concentrator 
by which to direct the material to such end of 
the discharge-tube substantially as described. 

2. The herein-described shaker comprising 
the body having a bottom upon which it may 
Stand and an Outlet-opening at such bottom, 
a discharge-tube made conical, fitted in the 
body with its small end innermost and hav 
ing its large end coinciding with and fitting 
in the outlet-opening of the body and a con 
centrator by which to direct the material in 
the body to the inner end of the discharge 
tube substantially as described. 

3. A shaker having a box or body, a dis 
charge-tube having closed sides and secured 
at one end within one end of the box and ex 
tended into the box and tapering inward to 
Ward its inner end and the concentrator by 
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which to direct the material in the box to the 
inner end of the discharge-tube substantially 
as described. 

4. The herein-described shaker consisting 
of the box or body having a conical top form 
ing a concentrator, the discharge-tube fitting 
in said box and opening out of its bottom, 
said tube being closed at its sides and having 
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its inner end arranged concentric with and 
beneath the concentrating-top of the box or ID 
body substantially as described. 

WILLIAMI MI. AYERS 
Witnesses: 

IBENJ. II. ADAMS, 
WILLIAM M. PINSON. 

  


