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(57) ABSTRACT 
A method of developing a signal representative of the 
instantaneous frequency of an alternating current signal 
encompasses first determining the apparent frequency 
of the signal at the ends of sampling periods (e.g., half 
cycles). From successively derived apparent frequen 
cies the rate of change in frequency is calculated. The 
actual frequency signal is then generated as a function 
of the apparent frequency and the rate of change. In a 
specific implementation, the method is employed to 
develop a signal representative of the rotational speed 
of a motor. 

15 Claims, 6 Drawing Figures 
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FREQUENCY MEASUREMENT SYSTEM 
REFERENCE MATERIAL 

Reference is made to a microfiche appendix which 
sets forth a program listing applicable to the present 
invention. Included is one microfiche containing a total 
of 38 frames. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates generally to frequency 
measuring systems and, more particularly, to a method 
for developing a signal representative of the instanta 
neous frequency of an alternating current (AC) signal. 
There are a number of frequency measuring systems 

available in today's art. In one form, the cycles of the 
signal being measured are counted for some period of 
time to give a direct value of the frequency. At low 
frequencies, this method is undesirable because long 
count periods are needed to give adequate resolution. A 
somewhat more sophisticated approach is to measure 
the period of the waveform and invert the value of the 
period to get a frequency indication. Although this 
method provides better results than the direct counting 
method described above, it does not give the optimum 
result, particularly when frequency is low or when it is 
rapidly decreasing in value. 

Typically, in the prior art it is necessary to await the 
completion of at least one-half cycle of the alternating 
current signal being measured in order to get an indica 
tion of the frequency. As such, so long as the frequency 
is high, there is at least a fairly accurate indication of 
frequency at the end of the half cycle. When the fre 
quency is decreasing in value and the new period is 
longer than that previously being measured, it is appar 
ent that an increase in time is required for the frequency 
indication. 

In U.S. Pat. No. 4,454,470, "Method and Apparatus 
for Frequency Measurement of an Alternating Current 
Signal” by F. H. Boettner et al., issued June 12, 1984, 
which patent and the teachings thereof are specifically 
incorporated hereinto by reference, there is described a 
scheme which develops the values alternately repre 
senting, respectively, the periods of successive half 
cycles of the alternating current signal. By comparing 
two such values, the last completed value with a value 
presently being generated, and by providing an output 
signal representing the value representing the longer 
period, there is provided a signal which is more repre 
sentative of the instantaneous frequency when the fre 
quency of the alternating current signal is decreasing. 
This is because that, although the frequency value is not 
exactly known, as soon as the value representing the 
presently being measured half cycle exceeds the value 
of the period of the half cycle last measured, there is 
provided an indication that the period is getting longer 
and hence that the frequency is decreasing. 
Even the system of U.S. Pat. No. 4,454,470, however, 

can be considerably in error since it is always necessary 
to wait until the end of a half cycle to get an actual 
measure of the frequency. That is, during the period of 
a half cycle, there is no indication of the instantaneous 
frequency. It is further realized that in these prior art 
systems which require the completion of a half cycle for 
development of a frequency signal, the value provided 
is one which is proportional to the average frequency 
over the half cycle and not the frequency at the end of 
a half cycle. This is most readily visualized with refer 
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2 
ence to a system in which a counter develops a count 
proportional to the length of a half period. It is readily 
apparent that reliance upon the total count developed 
during a full half cycle gives a result representative of 
the average frequency during the half cycle and not the 
frequency at the end of the half cycle. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

It is, therefore, an object of the present invention to 
provide an improved method for developing an indica 
tion of the instantaneous frequency of an alternating 
current signal. 

It is a further object to provide an improved method 
of developing a signal representative of the instanta 
neous frequency of an AC signal, which method oper 
ates in a prediction mode. 

It is a still further object to provide a method of de 
veloping a signal representative of the instantaneous 
frequency of an AC signal which is capable of provid 
ing revised signals in less than one-half cycle of the AC 
signal. 

It is a still further object to provide a method of gen 
erating a signal representative of the anticipated instan 
taneous frequency of an alternating current signal 
which is varying in a substantially linear manner. 

It is an additional object to provide a method of de 
veloping a signal representative of the instantaneous 
speed of a moving object such as a rotating motor. 
The foregoing and other objects are achieved, in 

accordance with the present invention, by providing a 
method which develops a value representative of the 
anticipated instantaneous frequency of an alternating 
current (AC) signal by first determining the apparent 
frequency of the AC signal at the end of half cycles 
thereof. This signal is used with a successively similarly 
derived signal to determine the rate of change in fre 
quency of the AC signal. An output signal representa 
tive of the instantaneous frequency of the AC signal in 
question is then derived as a function of the last deter 
mined apparent frequency and the last determined rate 
of change in frequency in a repetitive manner. 

In the preferred embodiment of the invention, the 
apparent frequency of the AC signal at the end of each 
half cycle is derived as a function of the average fre 
quency over that half cycle combined with approxi 
mately one-half of the anticipated change in frequency 
during that same half cycle. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING 

While the present invention is defined in particularity 
in the claims annexed to and forming a part of this speci 
fication, a better understanding can be had from the 
following description taken in conjunction with the 
accompanying drawings in which: 
FIG. 1 is a high level schematic drawing illustrating 

the environment and basic components used in the 
method of the present invention in accordance with a 
preferred embodiment; 

FIG. 2 illustrates certain waveforms, drawn to the 
same time base, useful in understanding the present 
invention; 

FIG. 3 is a high level schematic drawing illustrating 
the use of the present invention for the development of 
a signal representing the instantaneous speed of a rotat 
ing motor. 
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FIG. 4 illustrates certain waveforms, drawn to the 
same time base, helpful in the understanding of the FIG. 
3 embodiment of the present invention; and, 
FIGS. 5A and 5B taken together as shown in FIG. 5 

constitute a flow chart illustrative of the method of the 
FIG. 3 embodiment of the present invention and in 
explanation of the specific program listing as presented 
in the aforementioned microfiche appendix. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 
Reference is now made to FIG. 1 which shows the 

basic environment for the implementation of the 
method of the present invention and to FIG. 2 which 
illustrates certain waveforms which are helpful in the 
understanding of this method. FIGS. 1 and 2 illustrate a 
digital implementation of the present invention in keep 
ing with the more practical form in view of today's 
technology. It will be apparent, however, to those 
skilled in the art that equivalent analog implementa 
tions, as by operational amplifiers, integrators, etc., may 
be also employed. 

In FIG. 1, the AC signal whose frequency is desired 
to be known, is supplied from some source (not shown) 
to input terminal 10. This input signal is then enhanced 
to the extent necessary as by the use of appropriate zero 
crossing detectors, shaping circuits, etc., all of which 
are well known and generally illustrated by block 12, to 
provide at a well defined AC signal at node 14. This 
signal, a well defined square wave signal having rela 
tively negative and positive portions of substantially 
equal duration when the frequency of the AC signal at 
node 14 is not changing, is illustrated as trace A of FIG. 
2. The signal at node 14 is applied directly to the en 
abling gate of a first counter 16 and is further applied by 
way of an inverter 18 to the enabling gate of a second 
counter 20. Each of the counters 16 and 20 further 
receives the output of a suitable clock which provides 
to these two counters a series of pulses such as shown in 
trace B of FIG. 2. As such, the counter which is enabled 
counts the clock pulses so long as there is an enabling 
signal present at its enabling gate. Counters 16 and 20 
may be either count-up or count-down counters. In the 
specific implementation of the present invention to be 
later described, the counters are of the count-down 
variety which are preset with a value upon the occur 
rence of the enabling signal, all in the manner well 
known in the art. 

In accordance with the embodiment illustrated in 
FIG. 1, when the signal at node 14 is relatively positive, 
counter 6 is enabled and will count down from its 
preset count at the rate provided by the clock pulses as 
long as that signal is positive. Correspondingly, when 
the signal at node 14 is relatively negative, counter 20 
will be enabled and will count down in accordance with 
the clock pulses applied thereto. The outputs of count 
ers 16 and 20 are applied, via lines 24 and 26, respec 
tively, to the central processing unit of a suitable com 
puter or data processor 28 such as an Intel 8088 micro 
processor. 

In accordance with the method to be described, pro 
cessor 28 utilizes the signals on lines 24 and 26 to gener 
ate at its output 30 a signal which is proportional to the 
instantaneous frequency of the AC input signal at termi 
nal 10. 
An understanding of the basic method of the present 

invention may be had with respect to FIG. 2 taken in 
conjunction with the description of FIG. 1. As earlier 
indicated, the AC input signal to be measured is repre 
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4. 
sented by trace A of FIG. 2 while the clock pulses are 
illustrated by trace B of that figure. Trace C of FIG. 2 
indicates the program cycles of the CPU 28 which are 
normally at a fixed duration, for example, 800 microsec 
onds. The program cycles are asynchronous with re 
spect to the frequency and as will be explained the 
counters 16 and 20 are, therefore, asynchronously read 
with respect to the frequency. 

Clock 22 runs at a predetermined frequency. As such, 
the count in a counter will represent the period and 
hence the average frequency of the particular half cycle 
during which it counts. Although it is conceivable that 
the signal at node 14 could be utilized to signal the 
central processor that there has been a change in polar 
ity of the input signal, since there is an asynchronous 
reading it is a simple matter for the computer to deter 
mine this occurrence merely by sampling the contents 
of the two counters once during each program cycle 
(trace C). By way of illustration, in accordance with the 
previous description and with reference to FIG. 2, dur 
ing the time period from to to t2, counter 20 will be 
counting down as a function of the clock pulses applied 
thereto while counter 16 will be stationary. Thus, as the 
CPU 28 samples the content of counter 16 once in each 
program cycle in this time period, it will not see any 
change in the count. However, the polarity of the input 
signal changes at time t2 disabling counter 16 and en 
abling counter 20, Thus, at time t3 the CPU will recog 
nize that counter 16 which was previously stationary 
between the last two program cycles has now decreased 
in value and thus conclude that counter 20, which was 
counting during the period to to t2, is stationary and has 
new data available. That is, counter 20 now has a count 
representing the average frequency of the input signal 
during the period to to t2. Thus, at each program period 
after which there has been a change in polarity of the 
input signal, illustrated by trace D, new information is 
available to the central processing unit 28. 
With the foregoing as background and still with ref 

erence to FIGS. 1 and 2, the predictive nature of pro 
viding the instantaneous frequency value will be de 
scribed. Trace E in FIG. 2 represents the output signal 
on line 30 in FIG. 1. Let it be first assumed that the 
frequency calculation made at time t1, the program 
cycle time immediately following a change in polarity 
of the input signal at time to, determined that there was 
no change in frequency from the previous frequency 
determination also made in accordance with the present 
invention. As such, CPU 28 will, at time t1 make a com 
putation based purely upon the value of the count in 
counter 16. Thus, during the period t1 to t2 a substan 
tially constant output signal determined in accordance 
with that computation will be provided. Let it be fur 
ther assumed, however, that during the period repre 
sented between times to and t2 the frequency of the input 
signal decreases such that the count in counter 20 is 
representative of a larger time period than that previous 
registered (i.e., at time t1). As such, at time t3 when the 
CPU 28 next determines that new data is available in the 
registers, it will determine from the new frequency 
computation based upon the count in register 16 not 
only the average frequency for the half cycle but also 
by simple subtraction, a value which is indicative of the 
change in frequency during that half cycle. This change 
can be translated into the rate of change for each pro 
gram cycle by dividing the change in frequency by the 
number of program cycles during the to to t2 half cycle 
to give a "delta signal'. Based upon the assumption that 
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the rate of change will remain constant for the next half 
cycle of the input signal, the present invention provides 
that this delta signal is repetitively combined at each 
program cycle in a cumulative fashion to the apparent 
frequency as determined at the end of the last half cycle. 
In FIG. 2, the decrease in frequency determined is illus 
trated (trace E) as a step decrease in the signal on line 30 
which steps down by an amount "delta' at each pro 
gram cycle. 
As a numerical example, let it be assumed that the 

calculation made by the processor in accordance with 
the present invention was that the frequency was de 
creasing by one-half hertz each 800 microseconds (each 
program cycle). Beginning at time tA, the first program 
cycle after the computation is made, the output signal 
on line 30 (trace E) is adjusted in a step function at each 
program cycle to provide an output signal which is 
proportional to the anticipated frequency at that time. 
At time ts there is another change in polarity of the 

input signal such that at time to this change is recognized 
as is the fact that new frequency data is available in the 
counters. (In the present illustration, counter 6 now 
has a completed count.) The present invention also 
recognizes, however, that the frequency was predicted 
to change throughout the period t2 to t5 and that 
counter 16 contains a count representing only the aver 
age frequency over that period of time (half cycle). In 
accordance with the present invention, therefore, the 
frequency represented by the count in the counter 16 is 
adjusted by an amount equal to one-half of the change 
that was predicted to occur during that half cycle (time 
t2 to t5) thus to provide an apparent frequency signal 
which is representative of the actual frequency at time 
t5. This apparent frequency value at time tS is then used 
in conjunction with the value determined for the imme 
diately preceding change (i.e., time t3) to determine the 
anticipated rate of change for the next half cycle (e.g., 
starting at t5). This process is repeated for each half 
cycle of the input signal with new delta signals being 
determined and apparent frequencies calculated with 
the delta signals being cumulatively combined at each 
program cycle to provide a continuously updated signal 
representative of the extant frequency of the input sig 
nals. 
As a numerical example of the foregoing, let it be 

assumed that for time t2, the apparent frequency of the 
input signal as determined by the present invention was 
2000 hertz. Let it be further assumed that, based upon 
the determinations made for the half cycles ending at 
times to and t2, the frequency was decreasing at a rate of 
6 hertz per program cycle and that there were 5 pro 
gram cycles during the half cycle under consideration. 
Let it be still further assumed that the count in counter 
20 at time t5 represents a frequency of 1985 hertz (the 
average frequency over the period.) By taking that 
latter value and subtracting from it one-half of the antic 
ipated frequency change over the entire half cycle (e.g. 
5X6/2= 15) the present invention method provides an 
output value at time ts which is representative of 1970 
hertz which is a more accurate representation of the 
true instantaneous frequency of the input signal at time 
t5 representation. 
As earlier stated, the present invention has particular 

application in those situations in which, regardless of 
the actual frequency change in a half cycle, the rate of 
change in frequency during that half cycle is substan 
tially constant. An example of such a situation and of a 
particular embodiment of the present invention is for 
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6 
use with an alternating signal indicative of motor speed. 
In such an embodiment, the inertia of the motor renders 
instantaneous changes in speed, and hence in the AC 
signal representative thereof, virtually impossible. 
FIG. 3 represents one embodiment of the present 

invention in which the alternating current signal being 
measured is one which is representative of the speed of 
a motor. With specific reference to FIG. 3, illustrated is 
a portion of a toothed wheel 40 which is connected to 
the shaft of a motor (not shown) the speed of which is 
to be measured. The number of teeth 41 on the wheel 
would, of course, be selected in accordance with the 
system parameters of wheel size, motor speeds, etc. A 
suitable pickup means, such as a Hall effect pickup 42 
which does not require relative motion between the 
wheel and the pickup is provided adjacent the wheel 
teeth. The pickup 42 provides a first signal which is 
indicative of the direction of wheel rotation. This first 
signal is processed for better definition as by amplifying, 
filtering and shaping in stage 44 to develop on its output 
line 46 a signal which is indicative of the direction of 
rotation of the wheel 40. 
The primary output of the pickup 42 is a signal repre 

sentative of the presence or absence of a tooth 41 adja 
cent the pickup. This signal may also be processed by a 
circuit 48 to provide on line 50 a signal comprised of a 
series of pulses 51 representative of the time periods 
during which a tooth 41 is adjacent the pick up. For 
purposes of this description, a relatively positive signal 
from the circuit 48 represents the presence of a tooth 
beneath the pickup 42 while a relatively negative signal 
represents the absence of a tooth (i.e., a slot) below the 
pickup. Thus, when the motor and hence wheel 40 are 
rotating the output of circuit 48 will be an alternating 
current signal (signal 51) the frequency of which is 
proportional to the speed of the motor. 

In FIG. 3, the direction signal on line 46 and the 
speed (AC) signal on line 50 are applied to a suitable 
computational system 52 which may include, for exam 
ple, an Intel 8088 microprocessor 74 programmed in 
PLM-86 and ASM-86 languages. As indicated, the fre 
quency of the pulse train 51 will be proportional to the 
motor speed. To ensure symmetry, this signal is fur 
nished to a "divide-by-two" circuit 54 which provides, 
at its output, a series of well defined pulses which will 
have one-half the frequency of the signal 51. This signal 
from circuit 54 is applied to a first counter 58 by way of 
line 56 and to a second counter 62 by way of an invert 
ing circuit 60 and line 61. Counters 58 and 62 corre 
spond to counters 16 and 20 of FIG.1. Thus, counter 58 
will be enabled when the output of the divide-by-two 
circuit is relatively positive and the counter 62 will be 
enabled when the output of the divide-by-two circuit 54 
is relatively negative. In the context of the present in 
vention, therefore, the output of the divide-by-two cir 
cuit 54 is the alternating current signal which is to have 
its frequency measured. With respect to FIG. 2, the 
alternating current signal 51 on line 50 is represented by 
trace F while the output of the divide-by-two circuit 54, 
that is, the alternating current having a frequency to be 
measured is that shown in trace A. 
Each of the counters, 58 and 62, is selectively pro 

vided with clock signals from one of two clocks 64 and 
66. Two clocks are included in this embodiment to 
enhance to the overall accuracy of the method control 
signal since the frequency of the signal to be measured 
may vary greatly; i.e., from essentially zero hertz repre 
senting zero motor speed to some higher number repre 
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senting, perhaps several thousand revolutions per min 
ute. As possible examples, clock 64 might have an out 
put frequency of 115.2 kilohertz for use at lower motor 
speeds while clock number 66 might have an output 
frequency of 1.8432 megahertz (sixteen times that of 
clock 64) for use at higher motor speeds. This type of 
expediency to alleviate the need for extraordinary large 
counters is well known. The selection of the clock to be 
used by the counters is schematically illustrated by the 
position of a switch 68. In reality, of course, the selec 
tion of the clock would be a function of the computer 
being used with switching being accomplished at some 
predetermined motor speed or possibly speeds depend 
ing upon whether the notor was speeding up or slow 
ing down. 

In the same manner as described with respect to FIG. 
1, counters 58 and 62 are appropriately enabled by the 
output state of the circuit 54 to correspondingly de 
velop count values (e.g., as by counting down) at a rate 
according to the clock signals respectively supplied to 
the counters on lines 70 and 72. Also in a manner func 
tionally identical with that described with respect to 
FIG. 1, a central processing unit (CPU) 74 samples the 
contents of the counters via respective lines 76 and 78 
and provides an output signal proportional to the fre 
quency of the AC input signal (i.e., motor speed) on 
output line 80. 
The basic method of the speed (frequency) calcula 

tion in the FIG. 3 implementation is that described with 
respect to FIG. 1 and further discussion of that method 
is not believed necessary. Since, however, the particular 
embodiment of motor operation is included, several 
additional factors deserve consideration, particularly 
since the flow chart and appendix which form a part of 
this specification are particularly adapted to that appli 
cation. 

First of all, since the basic computation is one relative 
to frequency, a conversion to speed is required. This 
may be accomplished in accordance with the relation 
ship: 

(1) Clock Frequency (counts/sec) x 60 (secamin 
Speed (RPM) Count (counts/pulse) x No. teeth (pulses/rev) 

A further factor which requires consideration in this 
implementation is that of the use of the two clocks. In a 
specific implementation of the present invention repre 
sented by the flow chart, the switching of clocks used is 
a function of motor speed (either calculated or pre 
dicted using the delta signal). As such, it is possible to 
switch clocks within a half cycle. In the event of such a 
change, the method of the present invention recognizes 
the existence thereof and forces a prediction of speed 
based upon the last derived delta value for sufficient 
time to assure correct counter data (e.g., at least 
through the next full half cycle). In accordance with the 
specific implementation defined by the included flow 
chart and program listing, this is achieved by forcing 
the prediction through a prescribed number of program 
cycles (trace D of FIG. 2). This is readily possible since 
the motor speed at which the change occurs is known as 
is the time (e.g., 800 microseconds) required for each 
program cycle. 
There is an additional complication for this situation 

of clock change because the value of the speed calcu 
lated by equation (1) above, when new information is 
finally obtained after the forced predictions, cannot be 
adjusted by merely one-half of the total accumulated 
predicted speed, i.e., one-half the accumulated delta 
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8 
signals. This is due to the fact that the value of one-half 
of the delta signals of predicted speed change no longer 
represents the amount of speed change that equation (1) 
neglects. Instead, the adjustment for equation (1) which 
is used, consists of the value used to adjust equation (1) 
before the forced prediction ensued, multiplied by the 
number of program cycles in the half cycle which oc 
curs immediately before calculation by equation (1) is 
allowed to take place, divided by the number of pro 
gram cycles which were used to obtain the previous 
adjustment. By way of example, as set forth in the spe 
cific listing and flow chart attached, assume the end of 
a half cycle (trace A of FIG. 1) occurs, that speed was 
calculated to be a certain value by equation (1) and that 
value was adjusted as was previously described by com 
bining that calculated value with one-half the total ac 
cumulated predicted speed over four program cycles. 
The number of counts for this speed was low enough so 
that the count of clock frequency was changed to the 
lower value and the prediction was forced for twelve 
program cycles. After eight program cycles of forced 
prediction, the software detected that new information 
was obtained. After four more program cycles, forced 
prediction was no longer in effect but the software 
continued predicting until new information was ob 
tained; i.e., until the current occurrence of a half cycle 
determination as shown by trace A. Thus, four more 
program cycle predictions were completed and new 
information was obtained the second time. In this situa 
tion the new value of speed is calculated by equation (1) 
is adjusted by adding the quantity: (AX8/4) wherein A 
is the total value of accumulated predicted speed 
change over four program cycles. 
A similar computation occurs when the motor re 

verses and in this regard reference is made to FIG. 4 
which shows traces A, C and D which are similar to the 
traces so designated in FIG. 2. FIG. 4 further includes 
trace G which indicates the times in which there is a 
calculation and adjustment and trace H which is an 
indication of the motor direction signal, the generation 
of which is demonstrated in FIG. 3. As shown in FIG. 
4, the motor actually reverses direction during the lone 
gest apparent half cycle, that is at time t2 during the 
period between the time to and t3. As indicated in trace 
H, however, the actual motor speed signal does not 
change until after a significant longer period. When the 
longest period is over (time t3), the normal operation 
would require that there be a calculation of motor speed 
via equation (1) and an adjustment thereof by one-half 
of the sum of the delta signals. However, since the 
motor actually stopped in the middle of this period as is 
indicated by the reversal indication, the number of 
counts in the period no longer represents motor speed. 
(It will be remembered that the pickup of FIG. 3 was of 
the non-motion type. As such, its output continues the 
enablement of the appropriate counter as long as the 
tooth-slot relationship beneath the pickup does not 
change.) Therefore, when the software predicts a direc 
tion change, a flag is set and the prediction continues 
until the end of the second pulse (time ts) after the pre 
dicted reversal. Here as with the previous forced pre 
diction situation, the adjustment to the value of speed 
calculation by equation (1) must be non-standard. The 
method already explained with respect to the clock 
change is utilized and the number of program cycles in 
the numerator of the adjustment quantity represents the 
length of that second half cycle after reversal. A further 
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detail which comes into play during speed reversal is a 
result of the fact that the motor direction speed signal 
does not change until some time after the motor is actu 
ally reversed. As shown by the flow chart, the software 
allows the predicted motor direction to differ from the 
motor direction signal for as many as 125 program cy 
cles or until the first time speed is calculated and ad 
justed after reversal, whichever occurs first. 
A final factor to be considered is that in the imple 

mentation shown by the flow chart, at higher speeds it 
is considered that the average speed was close enough 
to the actual speed such that the adjustment by the sum 
of one-half at the sum of the delta signals was not neces 
sary. Therefore, the delta adjustments are omitted at 
speeds above a predetermined value simply as expedi 
ency and to facilitate a rapid indication of actual speed. 
Although delta adjustments are not made, speed rate of 
change calculations continue to be made so that when 
the speed reaches a lower value, valid delta adjustments 
can be made. 
A detailed program implementing the present inven 

tion as a motor speed signal listing is shown in the mi 
crofiche appendix. FIGS. 5A and 5B constitute a flow 
chart of that listing and in view of the prior discussion, 
a detailed explanation of this flow chart is believed 
unnecessary as being self-explanatory by a reading 
thereof. 
Thus, there has been seen described a method which 

is capable of very accurate predictions of the frequency 
of an input signal which method is readily accomplish 
able at a minimum cost. - 
While the invention has been described in what are 

presently considered to be the preferred embodiments, 
modifications thereto will readily occur to those skilled 
in the art. For example, the specific embodiments 
shown are to a system in which interrupted operation of 
the CPU was undesired. If processor interruption can 
be permitted, a single counter could be used through the 
expediency of storing a count value after a sampling 
period (i.e., a half cycle) is completed, resetting the 
counter and beginning a new count for the next half 
cycle. In addition, the specific examples described uti 
lized only first order changes of frequency with respect 
to time. Higher order changes could be used but in most 
instances the increased accuracy thus attained is negligi 
ble. Thus, as defined in the appended claims, rate of 
change is intended to encompass any or all derivatives 
of frequency with respect to time. It is not desired, 
therefore, that the invention be limited to these specific 
embodiments shown and described and it is intended to 
cover, within the appended claims, all such modifica 
tions as fall within the true spirit and scope of the inven 
tion. 
What is claimed: 
1. A method of providing an output signal having a 

value representative of the anticipated instantaneous 
frequency of an alternating signal comprising the steps: 

(a) determining the apparent frequency of said alter 
nating current signal at the end of a half cycle of 
said alternating current signal; 

(b) deriving from successively determined apparent 
frequencies a rate of change in frequency; and, 

(c) developing said output signal as a function of the 
last determined apparent frequency and a last de 
termined rate of change in frequency. 

2. The invention in accordance with claim 1 wherein 
said output signal is periodically adjusted during a half 
cycle by adding to the last developed output signal a 
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delta signal representing the anticipated change in fre 
quency since the last previous adjustment of said output 
signal. 

3. The invention in accordance with claim 1 wherein 
said apparent frequency at the end of a half cycle is 
determined by determining a value representing the 
average frequency during the just completed half cycle 
and combining that value with a second value equal to 
approximately one-half of the total amount of frequency 
change anticipated in the one-half cycle of said alternat 
ing current as calculated from said last determined rate 
of change in frequency. 

4. The invention in accordance with claim 1 wherein 
said output signal is periodically adjusted by adding to 
the last developed output signal a delta signal represent 
ing the anticipated change in frequency since the last 
previously adjustment of said output signal and wherein 
said apparent frequency at the end of a half cycle is 
determined by determining a value representing the 
average frequency during the just completed half cycle 
and combining with that value a second value which is 
equal to approximately one-half of the total amount of 
frequency change anticipated in the half cycle of said 
alternating current signal as determined from said last 
determined rate of change in frequency. 

5. A method of developing an output signal having a 
value representative of the instantaneous frequency of 
an alternating current signal comprising the steps: 

(a) respectively developing first and second count 
values representing respectively a time said alter 
nating current signal exists in alternate half cycles; 

(b) determining the apparent frequency of said alter 
nating current signal at the end of a half cycle as a 
function of the last said developed count and a 
value representing an anticipated rate of change in 
frequency; 

(c) deriving said value representing the anticipated 
rate of change as a function of two successively 
determined apparent frequencies; and, 

(d) developing said output signal as a function of said 
last developed apparent frequency and the last 
determined value representing rate of change. 

6. The invention in accordance with claim 5 wherein 
said value representing the anticipated rate of change in 
frequency is derived as a function of the difference 
between two successively derived apparent frequencies. 

7. The invention in accordance with claim 5 wherein 
the step of determining the apparent frequency is fur 
ther defined as utilizing the last developed count to 
determine a value representive of the average frequency 
of said alternating current signal over a just completed 
half cycle and combining said value representative of 
the average frequency with a second value representing 
approximately one-half of an anticipated change in fre 
quency over the just completed half cycle calculated 
from said value representing the anticipated rate of 
change. 

8. The invention in accordance with claim 5 wherein: 
(a) said value representing the anticipated rate of 
change in frequency is derived as a function of the 
difference between two successively derived ap 
parent frequencies; 

(b) the step of determining the apparent frequency is 
further defined as utilizing the last developed count 
to determine a value representative of the average 
frequency of said alternating current signal over a 
just completed half cycle; and, 
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1. 

(c) combining said value representative of the aver 
age frequency with a second value representing 
approximately one-half of an anticipated change in 
frequency over the just completed half cycle calcu 
lated from said value representing the anticipated 
rate of change. 

9. The invention in accordance with claim 5 wherein 
said alternating current signal is developed as a function 
of the rotational speed of a motor and wherein said 
output signal represents the rotational speed of a said 
InOtor. 

10. A method of measuring the frequency of an alter 
nating current signal comprising the steps: 

(a) repetitively developing first and second count 
values representing respectively the times that the 
alternating current signal exists in alternate half 
cycles; 

(b) retaining the last fully developed count value 
representing the last fully completed half cycle 
while developing a count value representing the 
extant half cycle; 

(c) periodically examining each of said count values 
to determine the completion of a half cycle; 

(d) determining from a just completed count value 
the average frequency of said alternating current 
signal for a just completed half cycle; 

(e) deriving an actual frequency signal for a just com 
pleted half cycle by combining said average fre 
quency signal with a change signal representing 
approximately one-half of a predicted frequency 
change between said just completed half cycle and 
intermediately preceding completed half cycle; and 

(f) determining said change signal by calculating the 
rate of change in frequency between said just com 
pleted half cycle and the half cycle completed 
immediately therebefore. 

11. The invention in accordance with claim 10 
wherein said actual frequency signal is periodically 
adjusted during an extant half cycle by periodically 
adding to a last developed of such signal, a delta signal 
representing the anticipated change in frequency since 
the last previous adjustment of such signal. 

12. A method of providing an output signal represen 
tative of the instantaneous rotational speed of a rotating 
motor comprising the steps: 

(a) generating an alternating current signal represen 
tative of said rotational speed, said alternating sig 
nal having substantially equal relatively negative 
and positive alternating sampling periods when 
said motor speed is constant; 
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12 
(b) repetitively developing first and second signals 

representing, respectively, the time periods of said 
negative and positive time periods; 

(c) retaining the last fully developed of said first and 
second signals while developing the other thereof; 

(d) periodically examining each of said first and sec 
ond signals to determine the completion of a sam 
pling period; 

(e) determining from a just fully developed of such 
signals an average speed signal indicative of the 
average motor speed during the just complete sam 
pling period; 

(f) deriving an actual speed signal at the end of each 
sampling period by combining an average speed 
signal with a change signal representative of an 
anticipated change in speed of said motor during 
the first completed sampling period; 

(g) deriving said change signal as a function of the 
two immediately preceding derived actual speed 
signals; and, 

(h) generating said output signal for each sampling 
period by first utilizing the last derived actual 
speed signal and then periodically adjusting said 
output signal by a delta signal representing the 
anticipated change in motor speed since the time of 
the last adjustment. 

13. The invention in accordance with claim 12 
wherein said delta signal is representative of the rate of 
change in motor speed determined from two successive 
previously derived actual speed signals. 

14. The invention in accordance with claim 13 further 
including: 

(a) predicting on the basis of a last derived actual 
speed and a last developed delta signal that the 
motor will reverse its direction of rotation during a 
specified sampling period; and, 

(b) based upon such prediction, altering the method 
of output signal development by, for a specific 
period of time in excess of the sampling period 
during which reversal is predicted, continuing the 
development of said output signal as a function of 
said last derived actual speed and delta signals. 

15. The invention in accordance with claim 12 further 
including: 

(a) predicting on the basis of a last derived actual 
speed and a last developed delta signal that the 
motor will reverse its direction of rotation during a 
specified sampling period; and, 

(b) based upon such prediction, altering the method 
of output signal development by, for a specific 
period of time in excess of the sampling period 
during which reversal is predicted, continuing the 
development of said output signal as a function of 
said last derived actual speed and delta signals. 
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