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(57) Abstract: A washing machine provided with: a wash-
ing tub; a water tub; a drive unit; a water supply unit; a wa-
ter drain unit; a water softening unit provided between the
water supply unit and the water tub and loaded with a
weakly acidic cation exchange material having a weakly
acidic cation exchange group having an isoelectric point in
the pH range of 7.5 - 14, inclusive; a pH increasing unit for
increasing the pH of wash water; a pH decreasing unit for
decreasing the pH of the wash water; and a control unit.
The control unit increases the pH of the wash water by
means of the pH increasing unit while supplying the wash
water, introduces the wash water into the water softening
unit to decrease the hardness of the wash water, and then
introduces the wash water into the washing tub. After the
completion of the supply of the wash water, the control unit
introduces, into the water softening unit, wash water having
a pH in the range of 5.5 - 7.0, inclusive, and generated by
operating the pH decreasing unit.
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