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DUAL SIDED COSMETIC BRUSH

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATION
[0001] This application claims benefit of United States Provisional Patent
Application No. 61/188,754, filed on August 12, 2008 by Anisa Telwar, which is

incorporated herein by reference in its entirety.

BACKGROUND

[0002] Cosmetic brushes are the main applicators for people applying makeup.
Different sorts of makeup require different brushes such as a lip brush, an eye shadow
brush etc. In cosmetic applicators currently commercially available, one brush has only
one function, so the user needs to buy a set of brushes to achieve a satisfactory makeup
application.

[0003] In other fields, brushes with more than one set of bristies have been
proposed. The bristles typically project sideways from a head end of a handle, in
opposite directions, so that either set of bristles can be used without involving the other
set. However, this is unsuitable for many cosmetic applications, where a brush with the

bristles extending endways from the handle is preferred.

SUMMARY

[0004] In accordance with an embodiment of the present invention, there is provided
a brush having a handle and a head. The head comprises bristles extending endways
from an end of the handle. Different sides of the brush head have different properties.
[0005] In accordance with another embodiment of the invention, there is provided a
brush head comprising bristles all extending in the same general direction. The brush
head comprises two sides in which the bristles have different properties.

[0006] The brush head may be generally circular, with two generally semicircular
sides having different properties.

[0007] The different properties may be provided by using different fibers for the
bristles. In general, a “fiber” includes anything that can be used for the bristles of a

brush suitable for applying cosmetics, skin care products, or the like.
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[0008] The two sides may be, for example, one stiffer than the other. The two sides
may use bristles of different thicknesses. The two sides may use bristles of different
materials, such as a natural bristle and a synthetic bristle. The materials may be a
material with greater affinity for a cosmetic that is to be applied, for transferring the
cosmetic to the skin of the user, and a material with lesser affinity for the cosmetic, for
blending the applied cosmetic on the skin.

[0009] The bristles on the two sides of the brush may be different colors, providing
both an esthetically interesting appearance and an easy way for a user to distinguish
which side is which. .
[0010] It is preferred in most cases for the brush head to be fairly sharply divided
into the two sides. However, the two sides may blur into each other to some extent,
either to provide transitional or intermediate properties, or because of the practicalities
of manufacture.

[0011] It is preferred in most cases for the sides of the brush head to be roughly
equal halves. However, one side may alternatively be larger than the other, either as
major and minor sectors, separated by two radii, or as major and minor segments
separated by a chord, or divided in some other way.

[0012] It is to be understood that both the foregoing general description and the
following detailed description are exemplary and explanatory and are intended to

provide further explanation of the invention as claimed.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0013] The accompanying drawings, which are included to provide a further
understanding of the invention and are incorporated in and constitute a part of this
specification, illustrate embodiments of the invention and together with the description
serve to explain the principles of the invention.

[0014] In the drawings:

[0015] FIG. 1 is a side view of an embodiment of a brush.
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0016] Reference will now be made in detail to one or more embodiments of the
present brushes, an example of which is illustrated in the accompanying drawings. The
embodiments are described by way of explanation, and not by way of limitation.

[0017] Referring to the drawings, one embodiment of a brush indicated generally by
the reference numeral 10 comprises a brush head 12, a brush handle 14, and as

ferrule 16.

[0018] The handle 14 is generally circular in cross section, but may be another shape
such as elliptical, and has a longitudinal axis 18. As shown in FIG. 1, the handle 14 is
relatively long and thin. However, the length and thickness of the handle 14 depend on
the intended use of the specific brush, as is well known to those skilled in the art.

[0019] The brush head 12 comprises bristles 20, 22 that are aligned generally
parallel to the axis 18. As shown in FIG. 1, the bristles 20, 22 spread slightly away from
the axis 18 in the direction away from handle 14. The amount of spread may vary. The
bases of the bristles 20, 22 are surrounded, supported, and secured to an end of handle
14 by ferrule 16.

[0020] The bristles 20, 22 are of two different sorts, each making up one half of the
head 12. For example, the bristles 20 making up one half of the head 12 may be natural
bristles, and the bristles 22 making up the other half of the head 12 may be synthetic
fiber. The bristles 20 may be a different color from the bristles 22, either naturally or
through being deliberately colored.

[0021] As shown in FIG. 1, the head 12 is broadly rounded, so that by applying the
brush 10 obliquely to a flat surface, bristles of only one sort 20 or 22 can be brought into
contact with the surface.

[0022] In use, the brush 10 may be used like a conventional cosmetic applicator
brush to apply cosmetics or skin care products to the skin, blend cosmetics into the skin
or with other cosmetics, and the like. However, by holding the brush 10 obliquely to the
skin or to a container of cosmetic material, and by rotating the brush 10 to a suitable
orientation about the axis 18, a chosen one of the bristles 20 or 22, or a mixture at the

borderline between the two halves, can be used.
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[0023] For example, one sort of bristles 20 or 22 may be more suitable for
transferring a cosmetic from a container to the skin, and the other sort of bristles 22 or
20 may be more suitable for blending the cosmetic on the skin. For mineral based
makeup, such as powders, blushes, bronzers, etc., it may be desired to use synthetic
fibers to apply the makeup and natural fibers to blend. For example, a blush may be
applied to the user’s cheekbone with the synthetic fibers and the blush may then be
blended on the cheekbone with the natural fibers. For pan or pressed products such as
pressed powders, eyeA shadows, etc., it may be desired to use natural fibers to apply and
synthetic fibers to blend. For example, eye shadow may be applied with the natural
fibers and then blended with the synthetic side of the brush. However, two different
natural fibers or two different synthetic fibers could also be used.

[0024] For example, the two sides may be used for applying different cosmetics,
reducing the level of cross-contamination of one cosmetic by the other without the need
to use two different brushes. A brush with two sides of different appearance but having
fibers of the same or similar mechanical properties may then be useful. A brush in
which the two sides differ only in color or other properties of appearance may also be
useful for user training or education, or for easy identification by the user of brushes of
similar size and shape.

[0025] By having the two sides 20, 22 of markedly different colors, for example, one
side white and the other side black, the user can tell at a glance which side is which, and
can immediately and correctly align the brush for use.

[0026] Various modifications and variations can be made in the present invention
without departing from the spirit or scope of the invention. Thus, it is intended that the
present invention cover the modifications and variations of this invention provided they
come within the scope of the appended claims and their equivalents.

[0027] Although distinct embodiments have been described, the skilled person will

understand how features of different embodiments may be combined.
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5.
CLAIMS
What is claimed is:
1. A brush having a handle and a head, wherein the head comprises bristles

extending endways from an end of the handle, and wherein different sides of the brush

head have different properties.

2. A brush according to claim 1, wherein the brush head comprises two sides

having different properties.

3. A brush according to claim 2, wherein the sides of the brush head are the same
size.
4 A brush according to claim 3, wherein the brush head is generally circular, with

two generally semicircular sides having different properties.

5. A brush according to claim 1, wherein the bristles on one side of the brush are

stiffer than the bristles on the other side.

6. A brush according to claim 5, wherein the two sides comprise bristles of

different thicknesses.

7. A brush according to claim 1, wherein the bristles on one side of the brush are of

different material from the bristles on the other side.

8. A brush according to claim 7, wherein the bristles on one side of the brush are of

natural material and the bristles on the other side are of synthetic material.

9. A brush according to claim 1, wherein the bristles on one side of the brush are of

different color from the bristles on the other side.

10. A brush comprising a head comprising bristles, wherein the bristles all extend in
the same general direction, and the brush head comprises two sides in which the bristles

have different properties.

11. A brush according to claim 10, wherein the brush head comprises two sides

having different properties.
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12. A brush according to claim 11, wherein the sides of the brush head are the same

size.

13. A brush according to claim 12, wherein the brush head is generally circular, with

two generally semicircular sides having different properties.

14. A brush according to claim 10, wherein the bristles on one side of the brush are

stiffer than the bristles on the other side.

15. A brush according to claim 14, wherein the two sides comprise bristles of

different thicknesses.

16. A brush according to claim 10, wherein the bristles on one side of the brush are

of different material from the bristles on the other side.

17. A brush according to claim 16, wherein the bristles on one side of the brush are

of natural material and the bristles on the other side are of synthetic material.

18. A brush according to claim 10, wherein the bristles on one side of the brush are

of different color from the bristles on the other side.
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