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1. 

This invention relates to catches of the type 
adapted for use on articles of metal furniture, 
Such as cabinets and the like, for releasably hold 
ing the doors of such articles in closed position. 
One of the objects of my invention is to pro 

Wide a catch of the character indicated which 
can be economically manufactured and which can 
be very readily and quickly mounted in an open 
ing of a metal wall of a cabinet or the like. 
Another object of my invention is to provide a 

catch which will project inwardly from the cab 
inet in which it is mounted a minimum distance, 
and which will embody pivotally mounted spring 
actuated Self-centering clamping and holding 
jaWS adapted to receive and hold a strike inserted 
therebetween. 
Other purposes and advantageous features of 

my invention should be appreciated as the same 
becomes better understood by reference to the 
following description when considered in con 
nection with the accompanying drawing. 

Referring to the drawing, 
Fig. 1 is a fragmental perspective view of a 

cabinet equipped with my invention; 
Fig. 2 is an enlarged face view of the mounted 

catch of Fig. 1; 
Fig. 3 is a sectional view on the line 3-3 of 

Fig. 2; 
Fig. 4 is an elevation looking toward the right 

on the line 4-4 of Fig. 3; 
Fig. 5 is a plan view partially in section on the 

line 5-5 of Fig. 3; and 
Fig. 6 is a side elevation of the catch shown 

as partially inserted through an opening in the 
Wallin which it is to be mounted. 
On the drawing reference character 7 indi 

cates the metal frame or stile of a door open 
ing adapted to be closed by the hollow metal door 
8 of Well known construction equipped with a 
Strike 9 threaded or otherwise anchored to the 
inner face of the door. 
The metal wall 7 is provided with an opening 
adapted to receive the catch, and opposite 

Walls of this opening are provided with notches 
2 to receive the complemental shanks, to be later 

described, formed on the body of the catch. 
The catch comprises a body of sheet metal hav 

ing a pair of relatively longside walls and a pair 
of relatively short end walls forming ears, a pair 
of clamping and holding jaws, a pintle upon which 
said jaws are pivotally mounted, and a spring 
for biasing said jaws into holding position. 
The body of the catch is made from a fiat piece 

of sheet metal formed to provide a base 3, pref 
erably having a central aperture f4, two sidewalls 
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f5, and short end walls 6, commonly designated 
as ears. These end Walls or ears are connected 
by a pintle 7 upon which is pivotally mounted a 
pair of opposed holding jaws 8 which are urged 
into holding position by a spring 9 mounted on 
the pintle With its ends 2 shaped to engage the 
inner ends of the jaws, as best shown in Fig. 3. 

It will be apparent that the action of the spring 
not Only urges the outer ends of the jaws toward 
each other into clamping relation, but this spring 
mounting also affords flexibility for the jaws 
which enables then to Swing upon the pintle into 
position to readily receive the strike 9 between 
them regardless of inaccuracies of alignment be 
tWeen the strike and the catch. 
The side Walls 5 are reduced in width near 

their outer extremities to provide shanks 22 
adapted to enter the notches 2 of the wall open 
ing , the extremities of these side walls beyond 
the shanks being outwardly turned to provide 
tangs 23 adapted to overlie the opposite margins 
of the Wall opening to limit the projection of 
the catch body through the opening. When the 
Shanks 22 are engaged in the notches 2, the 
shoulders 24 of the walls engage the inner sur 
face of the Wall 7 at each side of the notches, as 
best illustrated in Fig. 5, thereby preventing out 
Ward displacement of the body from the wall 
Opening so long as the shanks remain engaged 
in the notches. The resiliency of the metal of 
Which the body is formed biases the side walls 
into the separated position illustrated in Fig. 3 
So as to automatically lock and retain the body 
in the Wall opening. 
The mounting of the catch in the wall opening 

is readily accomplished by simply inserting the 
body base first through the opening , as indi 
cated in Fig. 6. As the body is pushed through 
this opening the walls 5 are pressed together 
until the body is fully inserted to bring the tangs 
23 into engagement with the outerface of the wall 
Opening margins, in which position the walls 5 
will Spring outwardly to dispose the shanks 22 in 
the notches 2 of the wall opening and position 
the shoulders 24 in abutting relation to the inner 
face of the metal wall 7. The body is thereby 
automatically locked against displacement from 
the opening and the jaws are presented in sub 
stantial alignment with and in position to receive 
the Strike 9. 

It will be apparent from the foregoing that I 
have provided a catch which is simple in con 
struction, economical to manufacture, and which 
can be very quickly and readily mounted and re 
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moved from its mounting when necessary for 
purposes of replacement or repairs. 
The structural details illustrated and described 

may be modified within considerable limits With 
out exceeding the scope of my invention as de 
fined in the following claims. 
I claim: 
1. A catch adapted to be mounted in an open 

ing in a metal wall, comprising an integral body 
formed of sheet metal shaped to provide a base, a 
pair of oppositely disposed resilient walls pro 
jecting outwardly therefrom and provided at the 
outer ends thereof with means for engaging the 
margins of said wall opening to lock the body to 
said metal wall and a pair of oppositely disposed 
ears projecting outwardly from said base, a pintle 
connecting said ears, a pair of holding and clamp 
ing jaws pivoted on said pintle, and a spring 
urging said jaws into clamping relation. 

2. A catch adapted to be mounted in an open 
ing in a metal wall, comprising an integral body 
formed from sheet metal shaped to provide a base, 
a pair of oppositely disposed ears and a pair of 
resilient diverging side Walls provided adjacent 
the free ends thereof with means for locking said 
body in position in Said opening, a pintle Con 
necting said ears, a pair of clamping and holding 
jaws pivotally mounted on said pintle, and a coil 
spring surrounding the pintle and having the ends 
thereof shaped to engage the inner ends of said 
jaws for biasing said jaws toward each other. 

3. A catch adapted to be mounted in an opening 
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4. 

in a metal Wall, said opening being provided with 
oppositely disposed notches, said catch being 
formed of resilient sheet metal and comprising a 
pair of diverging side walls having portions 
adapted to engage in said notches of the opening, 
a pair of ears disposed at right angles to said side 
walls, and a pair of clamping jaws pivotally 
mounted on and between said ears. 

4. A catch adapted to be received in a pre 
formed opening in a Wall member having notches 
formed in the wall margins defining the opening 
and, comprising a body formed of sheet metal 
shaped to provide a base, a pair of side walls pro 
jecting therefrom and a pair of ears disposed at 
right angles to said side walls, a pintle connect 
ing said ears, a pair of clamping jaws pivotally 
Founted on said pintle, a spring for urging said 
jaws into clamping relation, and means carried 
by said side walls and engageable in said notches 
of the wall member opening whereby said body 
is automatically locked in mounted position upon 
insertion of the body into said opening. 
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