May 8, 1951 M. E. TOBY 2,551,913
RETAINER LATCH FOR PISTOL HOLSTERS
Filed Nov. 23, 1948

-/

Iy -z

N 79
17

—2/
—-26

.

\

\

N
27
S —-20
I}

N

p ’: '-'30
—3/
N—J32<

L—/8

*xxxtxxXxx{Xxx-(Axxxxxnxxx

= 30 INVENTOR.
31N 3 MAX E. TOBY

N ATTORNEY




Patented May 8, 1951

2,551,913

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE

2,551,913
RETAINER LATCH FOR PISTOL HOLSTERS

Max E. Teby, San Francisco, Calif., assignor to
Keyston Bros., San Francisco, Calif., a corpo-

ration of California

Application November 23, 1948, Serial No. 61,660
(CL 224—2)

5 Claims.

1

This invention relates to retainer latch for
pistol holsters and more particularly to such
latches which are manually operable for release
from the exterior of the holster and have a guide
for leading a pistol frigger guard inio engage-
ment by the latch.

As is known, a pistol holster is of the nature
of an elongated pocket open at its top so that a
pistol may be readily inserted and withdrawn.
It is, of course, highly desirable that the pistol
shall not be permitted to inadvertently fall from
the holster. Yet, it is also desirable that a pistol
shall be readily removable by substantially the
same manual hand action as is employed in re-
moving the pistol from the holster. It is fur-
ther to be observed that it is usual that a pistol
trigger be provided with a guard encircling the
free end of the trigger.

Among the objects of the invention are to pro-
vide a latch for pistol holsters, which will guide
a trigger guard into locking relation with a latch.

A further object is to provide in a pistol holster
a pivotally mounted latch for a trigger guard of
a pistol, which is operable from the exterior of
the holster to release the latch from engage-
ment with the trigger guard.

Another object is tc provide in pistol holsters
a latch for engaging the trigger guard of a pistol
therein, in which the latch is operable from the
exterior of the holster by a lesser movement than
the distance necessary to release the latch.

Yet a further object is to provide a pistol hol-
ster having a trigger guard latch, sturdy in con-

struction, simple in operation, economical to
manufacture, and efiicient in operation, and

otherwise to improve upon latches for pistol
holder devices.

With the foregoing and other objects in view,
which will be apparent from or further explained
in this specification, a preferred form of the
invention is described herein and illustrated in
the accompanying drawing, it being understood
that variations of details may be resorted to
without departing from the spirit and scope of
the inveniion defined in the appended claims.

In the accompanying drawing:

Fig. 1 is o plan view of the latch of the inven-
tion mounted in a hoilster, the latter being frag-
mentarily illustrated.

Fig. 2 is a side elevation of the invention illus-
trated as mounted to a holster body, the latter
being fragmentarily in section.

Fig. 3 is a revarse side view of ¥Fig. 2

Fig. 4 is an enlarged perspective */1eW of the
apparatus of the invention.
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Referring to the drawing in which like ref-
erence characters indicate corresponding parts
of the several views, {0 indicates a holster of
conventional shape, having a rear wall {{ and
a front closure wall 12, the walls being overlying
and bound at the peripheral edge portion thereof,
as by sewing or lacing 13. The overlying walls
are shaped and connected relatively at their
edges 80 as to provide a pocket for the barrel,
chamber and trigger of a pistol. The upper por-
tion of the rearward wall {{ is longer than the
front wall and thereby has a free portion {4 ex-
tending upward beyond the upper free edge of
the front wall, and may, if desired, be provided
with a flap (not shown) for holding downward
over a pistol grip handle or butt and for suitable -
fastening by button on the outer face of the
front wall, such flap not being shown since it
is a well-known facility and would obscure por-
tions of the drawing. The rear face of the rear
wall may also be provided at its upper portion
with loops or belt straps 15 which are also con-
ventional and well known.

Within the holster and mounted on the inner
face of the rear wall 1f thereof, is the latch
mechanism generdlly indicated 18, broadly com-
prising a pair of parallelly overlying elongated
plates 17 and {8, preferably of sheet metal.

The plates (7 and (8 are pivotally connected
at one end as ab 28, and are relatively slidable in
overlying relation in substantially superficial
planar contact. The plate {7 may be termed the
notch plate and the plate 18 may be termed the
lateh plate.

The notch plate {7 has an integral base flange
19 overlying the plane of the inner face of the
rear wall {{ of the holster and suitably secured
thereto, as by swaged rivets 26. The notch plate
is bent perpendicularly upstanding from one
edge of the plane of the flange {9 and, therefore,
is perpendicular to the rear holster wall #i. At
the end portion of the notch plate opposite the
pivoted end, and spaced from the flanged plate
19, there is provided a recessed notch 21, the
opening 22 of which is spaced from the adjacent
extreme end of the plate, the main wall portion
of the notch plate forming one side edge of the
notch, and an elongated finger 23 forming the
opposite edge. The main wall of the finger 23
each has an inclined guide edge, indicated 24 and
25, which relatively converge toward the open-
ing 22 of the notch in order to afford guiding
edges toward the opening 22, the inclined edges
being relatively inclined outwardly from the
notch opening, so that when a pistol is inserted
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into the holster, the trigger guard will be guided
into the recess of the notch, even though the
pistol may be inserted into the holster instinc-
tively and without premeditation as to its exact
position in direct line relative to the notch and
the latch apparatus.

Substantially midway of the length of the
notch plate is an clongated opening 28 prefer-
ably having at least one arcuate edge 27 radial
to the previously mentioned pivot 28, the latter
being closely adjacent to the upper or free lon-
gitudinal edge of the end of the notch plate ob-
posite the notch opening 22. An indenture or
cut-out portion 29 is provided in the edge of the
notch plate at said pivoted end; and at one edge
of the indent 29 the wall of the notch plate is
cub and upset from its normal plane to form an
offset lug 39, the offset Iug providing a space or
sccket for a coil spring 31 and also an overlying
guiding guard for the spring, one end of the
spring heing mounted upecn a pin 32 of the op-
posite edge wall of the indenture, and the nose
of the wall of the notch plate being hent out of
its normal plane in the zone of the pin as at 32aq,
and intc the plane of the latch plate 18 so that
the pin 32 is substantially co-planar with a cor-
responding pin on the latch plate 18, as will be
described.

The latch plate 8 likewise is an elongated
plate pivotally mounted at one of its ends on
the pivot 28, being cut away as at 32 at the area
overlying the indenture 29 of the notch plate and
having at an edge of the cut-away portion of a
pin 34 to receive thereon and hold the opposite
end of coil spring 3{.

At the opposite end the latch plate is pro-
vided with a latch tongue 35, the free end edge
of which is inclined as at 36 at substantially the
same gngularity as the inclined edge 24 at the
notch opening 22, of the notch plate, so that
when the latched tongue is in latched or lock-
ing position, the incline of the edges 24 and 35
are substantially a continuous aligned guiding
edge. As will be noted from the drawing, the
latch tongue, when in locking position, overlaps
and substantially closes the opening 22 of the
notch and its cutback edge 317, cooperating with
notch 21 provides an opening 28 for receiving
a bar of trigger guard of a pistol as shown in
Fig 1.

Centrally of the length of the body of the
lateh plate I8 is an orifice 39, from one edge of
which the body metal of the plate is formed to
an integral upset ear 49 offset from and bent
parallel to both plates 17 and 18, the offset being
substantially the thickness of the plate materisl
of the notch plate 17 so that the ear may extend
through the opening 26 of the notch plate and
have its free end overlying in sliding substantial
contact with the opposite face of the notch plate
whereby the plates are held slidably and closely
together centrally at said ear, and the end edges
of the opening 2§ limiting the pivotal movement
of the latch and latch plate relative to the notch
plate. And, since they are also held together
at the pivotal connection 28, they are thus held
together in face to face relation for relative slid-
ing when moved on the pivot 28, the arcuate
wall 27 of the elorigated opening 25 of the notch
plate cooperating with the arc of movement of
the ear to prevent friction of the ear against the
arcuate edge of the opening 26.

Means are provided for manual operation to
release the latch from the exterior of the holster.
Centrally of the length of the upper free edge of
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the latch plate there is a perpendicularly ex-
tended arm A4l in a plane substantially parallel
with said plates and of a length to extend
through and beyond the opening 42 in the outer
overlying wall 12 of the holster and this arm
41 terminates in a perpendicularly flanged-over
finger-press member or button 43 preferably
having a substantial plane area which overlies
the outer face of the wall 12 of the holster and
is substantially parallel thereto, the length of the
arm 41 being such that the finger-press member
is spaced from the outer wall 12 of the holster
substantially the distance that the ear 49 moves
in the slot 26, which in turn is sufficient to move
the lateh tongue 35 out of the opening 22 of the
notch recess 38. This is a resilient tensioned
movement since the latch plate moves against
the compression of coil spring 3( and upon re-
lease of pressure on the finger-press member the
spring 31 is operative to permit the latch tongue
to assume its normal locking position at the open-
ing 22 of the notch recess. It will be observed
that arm 41 is positioned between the pivot 28
and the latch of the latch plate, and because of
the greater radial distance of the latch tongue
from the pivot its arcuate movement will be
somewhat greater than the movement of the ear
40 in the slot opening 28, and, therefore, it
is not necessary that the finger press button be
depressed as great a distance as the distance of
movement of the latch tongue.

In describing the operation of the device, it is
to be observed that the pistol indicated 44 of any
suitable type is provided with a trigger guard
45 in the nature of a loop bar member, the for-
ward portion of the guard being adapted to enter
into the notech 2. Upon insertion of the pistol
in the holster, the guard 45, if in direct line
with the inclined edge 38 of the latch tongue,
opens the latch against the compression of spring
31 and the guard thereupon drops into the recess
of the notch, whereupon the tongue 35 of the
latch locks rearwardly of the guard bar, respon~
sive to the tension of spring 3{. It is not neces~
sary, however, that the guard shall be insetted
in direct line with the inclined edge 36 of the
latch, since if it is inadvertently out of said align-
ment, it will be guided to the inclined edge of the
latch by the cooperating inclined edges 24 and
25 of the notch plate adjacent the notch open-
ing 22. 'To remove the pistol from the holster
it is only necessary to manually press the finger-
press member 43 as a natural almost involuntary
movement of the forefinger or trigger finger in
the act of gripping the butt 45 of the pistol with
the second, third and fourth fingers, which
normally hold the butt of a pistol, the pressure
operating against the compression of spring 21
to move the latch tongue 35 from the opening 22
of the nctch, and the spring tension returning
the latch tongue and finger-press member to
normal locking position when the pistol and its
guard are withdrawn from the holster and pres-
sure on the finger-press button member is re-
leased.

It will be observed that the connected end of
the lug 38 is toward the notch 2f and also to-
ward the open end of the holster, and that the
free end of the lug extends over the adjacent
end of the spring, so that when inserting a pistol
in the holster the end of the pistol barrel will
be guided past the spring 31, and the pistol will
at all times be maintained out of contact with
the coil spring.
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Having described the invention, what is claimed
as patentable is:

1. A latch mechanism for mounting in pistol
holsters, including a pair of elongated parallelly
overlying plates pivotally connected at one end,
one of said plates having at its opposite end a
recessed notch and the other of said plates hav-
ing at its opposite end a latch tongue movable
selectively into and out of closing relation with
the opening of the recessed notch upon pivotal
relative movenient of said plates, spring means
connected between said plates for tensioning the
pivotal movement thereof, means for limiting the
relative pivotal movement of the plates, and
finger press means extended from the latch plate
in a plane substantially parallel with the plane
of said plates and adapted for extending through
a holster wall.,

2. A latch mechanism for mounting in pistol
holsters, including g pair of elongated parallelly
overlying plates comprising a notched plate and
a latch plate, a pivotal connection between said
plates at one end thereof, the notched plate hav-
ing at the opposite end a recessed notch, and
said latch plate having at its opposite end a
latch tongue movable selectively into and out of
closing relation with the opening of the recessed
notch upon pivotal relative movement of said
plates, spring means connected between said
plates tensioning the pivotal movement thereof,
means for limiting the relative movement of the
plates, and finger press means extended from
the latch plate in a plane substantially parallel
with the plane of said plates and adapted for
extending through a holster wall.

3. A latch mechanism of the character de-
scribed having the elements of claim 2 and in
which the means for limiting the relative move-
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ment of the plates comprises a slot intermediate
the ends of one of the plates and a tongue in the
other plate slidably engaged through the said
slot.

4. A device of the character described having
the elements of claim 2 and in which the open-
ing of the recessed notch has opposed edges rela-
tively converging toward the notch opening, and
the end of the latch tongue has an end edge
inclined substantially in alignment with one of
the converging end edges of the notch opening.

5. A latch mechanism of the character de-
scribed having the elements of claim 2 and in
which the opening of the recessed notch has
opposed edges relatively converging toward the
notch opening, and the end of the latch tongue
has an end edge substantially in alignment with
the incline of one of the converging end edges
of the notch opening, and in which the means
for limiting the relative movement of the plates
comprises a slot intermediate the ends of one
of the plates and a tongue on the other plate
slidably engaged through the said slot.
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