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This invention relates to retainer latch for 
pistol holsters and more particularly to Such 
latches Which are nanually operable for release 
from the exterior of the holster and have a guide 
for leading a pistol trigger guard into engage- 6 a front closure Wall 2, the Walls being Overlying 
ment by the latch. and bound at the peripheral edge portion thereof, 
As is known, a pistol holster is of the nature as by Sewing Or lacing 3. The Overlying Walls 

of an elongated pocket open at itS top so that a are shaped and connected relatively at their 
pistol may be readily inserted and Withdrawn. edges so as to provide a pocket for the barrel, 
It is, of course, highly desirable that the pistol 10 chamber and trigger of a pistol. The upper por 
shall not be permitted to inadVertently fall from tion of the rearward Wall il is longer than the 
the holster. Yeti, it is also desirable that a pistol front Wall and thereby haS a free portion i 4 eX 
shall be readily rennovable by Substantially the tending upWard beyond the upper free edge of 
Same manual hand action as is employed in re- the front Wall, and may, if desired, be provided 
moving the pistol from the holster. It is fur- 15 With a flap (not shown) for holding downward 
ther to be observed that it is usual that a pistol over a pistol grip handle or butt and for suitable - 
trigger be provided With a guard encircling the fastening by button On the outer face of the 
free end of the trigger. front Wall, Such flap not being ShoWIn since it 
Among the objects of the invention are to pro- is a Well-known facility and Would obscure por 

vide a latch for pistol holsters, Which Will guide 20 tions of the draWing. The rear face of the rear 
a trigger guard into locking relation with a latch. wall may also be provided at its upper portion 
A further object is to provide in a pistol holster With loops or belt straps 5 Which are also con 

a piVotally mounted latch for a trigger guard of Ventional and Well known. 
a pistol, Which is operable from the exterior of Within the holster and mounted on the inner 
the holster to release the latch from engage- 25 face of the rear Wall I thereof, is the latch 
ment with the trigger guard. mechanism generally indicated 6, broadly com 
Another object is to provide in pistol holsters prising a pair of parallelly overlying elongated 

a latch for engaging the trigger guard of a pistol plates di and i8, preferably of Sheet metal. 
therein, in Which the latch is operable from the The plates 7 and l'8 are pivotally connected 
exterior of the holster by a lessermovement than 3o at one end as at 28, andare relatively slidable in the distance necessary to release the latch. overlying relation in Substantially superficial 

Yeti a further object is to provide a pistol hol- planar contact. The plate i may be termed the 
Ster having a trigger guard latch, sturdy in con- notch plate and the plate l'8 may be termed the 
struction, simple in operation, economical to latch plate. 
manufacture, and efficient in operation, and 35 The notch plate i 7 has an integral base flange 
otherWise to improve upon latches for pistol l9 overlying the plane of the inner face of the 
holder devices. rear Wall Al of the holster and suitably Secured 
With the foregoing and other objects in view, thereto, as by SWaged rivets 20. The notch plate 

Which Will be apparent from or further explained is bent perpendicularly upstanding from One 
in this Specification, a preferred form of the 40 edge of the plane of the flange 49 and, therefore, 
invention is described herein and illustrated in is perpendicular to the rear holster Wall - At 
the accompanying drawing, it being understood the end portion of the notch plate opposite the 
that Variations of details may be resorted to pivoted end, and Spaced from the flanged plate 
Without departing from the Spirit and Scope of 9, there is provided a recessed' notch 2, the 
the invention defined in the appended claims. 45 opening 22 of Which is spaced from the adjacent 

In the accompanying drawing: extreme end of the plate, the main Wall portion 
Fig. 1 is a plan View of the latch of the inven- of the notch plate forming one side edge of the 

tion mounted in a holster, the latter being frag- notch, and an elongated finger 23 forming the 
mentarily illustrated. opposite edge, The main Wall of the finger 23 

Fig. 2 is a Side elevation of the invention illus- 50 each has an inclined guide edge, indicated 2& and 
trated as mounted to a holster body, the latter 25, Which relatively converge toward the Open 
being fragaentarily in Section. ing 22 of the notch in order to afford guiding 

ºig. 3 is a reverse side View of Fig. 2. edges toWard the opening 22, the inclined edges 
Fig. 4 is an enlarged perspective view of the being relatively inclined outWardly from the 

apparatus of the invention. 55 notch opening, So that When a pistol is inserted 

(C. 224-2) 
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Referring to the drawing in Which like ref 
erence characters indicate corresponding partS 
of the Several VieWS, 0 indicates a holster of 
conventional shape, having a rear Wall di and 
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into the holster, the trigger guard Will be guided 
into the recess of the notch, even though the 
pistol may be inserted into the holster instinc 
tively and Without premeditation as to its exact 
position in direct line relative to the notch and 
the latch apparatus. 

Substantially midway of the length of the 
notch plate is an elongated opening 26 prefer 
ably having at least one arcuate edge 27 radial 
to the previously mentioned pivot 28, the latter 
being closely adjacent to the upper or free lon 
gitudinal edge of the end of the notch plate op 
posite the notch opening 22. An indenture or 
cut-out portion 29 is provided in the edge of the 
notch plate at said pivoted end; and at One edge 
of the indent 29 the Wall of the notch plate is 
cut and upset from itS normal plane to forman 
offset lug 30, the offset lug providing a Space ol' 
socket for a coil Spring 3 and also an overlying 
guiding guard for the spring, one end of the 
spring being mounted upon a pin 32 of the op 
posite edge Wall of the indenture, and the nose 
of the Wall of the notch plate being bent out of 
its normal plane in the Zone of the pin as at 32a, 
and into the plane of the latch plate l'8 So that 
the pin 32 is Substantially co-planar With a cor 
responding pin on the latch plate 6, as will be 
described. 
The latch plate i 8 likewise is an elongated 

plate pivotally mounted at one of its ends on 
the pivot 28, being cut away as at 33 at the area 
overlying the indenture 29 of the notch plate and 
having at an edge of the cut-away portion of a, 
pin 34 to receive thereOn and hold the opposite 
end of coil Spring 3. 
At the opposite end the latch plate is pro 

vided With a latch tongue 35, the free end edge 
of Which is inclined as at 36 at substantially the 
Same angularity as the inclined edge 2 at the 
notch opening 22, of the notch plate, So that 
When the latched tongue is in latched or ock 
ing position, the incline of the edges 24 and 36 
are Substantially a continuous aligned guiding 
edge. As Will be noted from the drawing, the 
latch tongue, When in locking position, overlaps 
and substantially closes the Opening 22 of the 
notch and its cutback edge 37, cooperating With 
notch 2 provides an opening 38 for receiving 
a bar of trigger guard of a pistol as shown in 
Fig 1. 

Centrally of the length of the body of the 
latch plate 8 is an orifice 39, from one edge of 
Which the body metal of the plate is formed to 
an integral upset ear 4 offset from and bent 
parallel to both plates l' and 8, the offset being 
Substantially the thickness of the plate material 
of the notch plate 7 so that the ear may extend 
through the Opening 26 of the notch plate and 
have its free end overlying in sliding substantial 
contact With the opposite face of the notch plate 
Whereby the plates are held slidably and closely 
together centrally at said ear, and the end edges 
of the opening 26 limiting the pivotal movement 
of the latch and latch plate relative to the notch 
plate. And, since they are also held together 
at the pivotal connection 28, they are thus held 
together in face to face relation for relative slid 
ing When moved on the pivot 28, the arcuate 
Wall 27 of the elongated opening 26 of the notch. 
plate cooperating with the arc of movement of 
the ear to prevent friction of the ear against the 
arcuate edge of the opening 26. 
Means are provided for manual operation to 

release the latch from the exterior of the holster. 
Centrally of the length of the upper free edge of 
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4 
the latch plate there is a perpendicularly eX 
tended arm 4 in a plane Substantially parallel 
With said plates and of a length to eXtend 
through and beyond the opening 42 in the Outer 
overlying Wall i 2 of the holster and this arm 
4l terminates in a perpendicularly flanged-Over 
finger-press member or button 43 preferably 
having a Substantial plane area Which OverlieS 
the Outer face of the Wall 2 of the holster and 
is substantially parallel thereto, the length of the 
arm ?i being Such that the finger-preSS member 
is spaced from the outer wall 2 of the holster 
substantially the distance that the ear 4) moves 
in the Slot 26, Which in turn is Sufficient to moVe 
the latch tongue 35 out of the opening 22 of the 
notch receSS 39. This is a resilient tensioned 
movement since the latch plate noves against 
the compression of coil Spring 3 and upon re 
lease of pressure on the finger-press member the 
Spring 3 is operative to permit the latch tongue 
to assume its normal locking position at the open 
ing 22 of the notch recess. It Will be observed 
that arm 4 is positioned between the pivot 28 
and the latch of the latch plate, and because of 
the greater l'adial distance of the latch tOngue 
from the pivot its arcuate movement Will be 
Somewhat greater than the movement of the eal 
40 in the slot opening 26, and, therefore, it 
is not necessary that the finger press button be 
depresSed as great a distance as the distance of 
movement of the latch tongue. 

In describing the operation of the device, it is 
to be observed that the pistol indicated 44 of any 
Suitable type is provided With a trigger guard 
45 in the nature of a, loop bar member, the for 
Ward portion of the guard being adapted to enter 
into the notch 2. Upon insertion of the pistol 
in the holster, the guard 45, if in direct line 
With the inclined edge 38 of the latch tongue, 
Opens the latch against the compl'ession of Spl'ing 
3 and the guard thereupon drops into the recess 
of the notch, Whereupon the tongue 35 of the 
latch lockS rearwardly of the guard ba1, respon 
Sive to the tension of Spring 3. It is not neces 
sary, however, that the guard shall be inseited 
in direct line With the inclined edge 36 of the 
latch, since if it is inadvertently out of Said align 
ment, it Will be guided to the inclined edge of the 
latch by the cooperating inclined edges 24 and 
25 of the notch plate adiacent the notch open 
ing 22. To remove the pistol from the holster 
it is only necessary to manually preSS the finger 
press member 3 as a natural almost involuntary 
movement of the forefinger or trigger finger in 
the act of gripping the butt 33 of the pistol With 
the second, third and fourth fingers, Which 
normally hold the butt of a pistol, the preSSure 
operating against the compression of Spring 3 
to move the latch tongue 35 from the opening 22 
of the notch, and the spring tension returning 
the latch tongue and finger-press member to 
normai locking position When the pistol and itS 
guardare WithdraWn from the holster and preS 
sure on the finger-press button member is re 
leased. 

It Will be observed that the connected end Of 
the lug 3 is toward the notch 2 and alSO tO 
Ward the open end of the holster, and that the 
free end of the lug extends over the adiacent 
end of the spring, so that When inserting a pistol 
in the holster the end of the pistol barrel Will 
be guided past the spring 3, and the pistol Will 
at all times be maintained out of contact With 
the coil spring. 



2,551,913 
5 

Having described the invention, what is claimed 
aS patentable is: 

1. A latch mechanism for mounting in pistol 
holsters, including a pair of elongated parallelly 
overlying plates pivotally connected at one end, 
one of Said plates having at its opposite end a 
receSSed notch and the other of Said plates haV 
ing at itS opposite end a latch tongue movable 
selectively into and out of closing relation With 
the opening of the recessed notch upon pivotal 
relative movement of Said plates, spring means 
connected between said plates for tensioning the 
pivotal movement thereof, means for limiting the 
relative pivotal movement of the plates, and 
finger press means extended from the latch plate 
in a plane substantially parallel With the plane 
of Said plates and adapted for extending through 
a holster Wall. 

2. A latch mechanism for mounting in pistol 
holsters, including a pair of elongated parallelly 
overlying plates comprising a notched plate and 
a latch plate, a pivotal connection between Said 
plates at one end thereof, the notched plate haV 
ing at the opposite end a receSSed notch, and 
Said latch plate haVing at its opposite end a 
latch tongue movable Selectively into and out of 
closing relation With the opening of the recessed 
notch upon pivotal relative movement of Said 
plates, spring means connected between Said 
plates tensioning the pivotal movement thereof, 
means for limiting the relative movement of the 
plates, and finger press means eXtended from 
the latch plate in a plane substantially parallel 
With the plane of Said plates and adapted for 
extending through a holster Wall. 

3. A latch mechanism of the character de 
Scribed haVing the elements of claim 2 and in 
Which the means for limiting the relative move 

10 

15 

20 

25 

30 

35 

6 
ment of the plates comprises a slot intermediate 
the ends of one of the plates and a tongue in the 
other plate slidably engaged through the Said 
Slot. 

4. A deVice of the character described haVing 
the elements of claim 2 and in Which the open 
ing of the recessed notch has opposed edges rela 
tively converging to Ward the notch opening, and 
the end of the latch tongue has an end edge 
inclined Substantially in alignment With one of 
the converging end edges of the notch opening. 

5. A latch nechanism of the character de 
Scribed having the elements of claim 2 and in 
Which the opening of the recessed' notch haS 
opposed edges relatively converging toward the 
notch opening, and the end of the latch tongue 
has an end edge substantially in alignment With 
the incline of one of the converging end edges 
of the notch opening, and in Which the means 
for limiting the relative movement of the plates 
compriSeS a Slot intermediate the ends of One 
of the plates and a tongue on the other plate 
slidably engaged through the Said slot. 

MAX E. TOBY. 
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