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This invention relates to advertising de 
vices, and more particularly to that type of 
such devices in which the article to be ad 
vertised is itself employed, in combination 
with a novel holder such as a plaque or other 
Supporting medium, hereinafter to be de 
scribed, to direct and impel attention to the 
article's attractive features and characteris 
tics. 
In order to explain the invention it will be 

described as applied to the advertisement or 
display of table flatware in jewelers and 
silversmiths' show windows, on their coun 
ters, or walls, or in other and usual places 
where the advertising of such wares is de 
sirable. 
Many efforts have heretofore been made 

to advertise table flatware in an attractive 
manner. Sometimes a set of flatware is dis 
played by being fastened to a plain piece of 
cardboard. At other times a number of flat 
ware pieces are fitted in a rectangular tray 
which provides a peripheral margin having 
a plain edge or of some known picture moulding design. 

In all of these prior efforts, within the 
knowledge of the present inventor, no at 
tempt has been made to direct attention to 
the beauty of the flatware to be advertised 
by means of the mechanical construction of 
the flatwareholder or other supporting me 
dium. For this reason none of the advertis 
ing devices of the prior art utilize the under 
lying novel feature of the present invention, 
and do not approach its appeal or perfection 
of display. 
The object of the present invention is to 

provide a holder or other support for the 
article to be advertised, for example a piece, 

49 or pieces of table flatware, so constructed, 
arranged and related to a significant charac 
teristic, or portion of the design of the sup 
ported article that pl’ospective purchasers 
cannot fail to be first attracted, and then led 
to give the characteristic features of the ar 
ticle close examination. 
To the accomplishment of this object the 

invention comprises the features and combi 
nations of parts hereinafter described and 
then particularly pointed out in the ap 
pended claims. . . . . . 
The preferred form of the invention, as 

embodied in a plaque for advertising table 

see design 
63.430, December 4, 1923. 

flatware, is illustrated in the accompanying 
drawings, in which: . 

Figure 1 is a view of the advertising 
plaque, in front elevation, with three flat 
ware pieces secured thereon in display posi 
tion: Fig. 2 is a side elevation of the plaque 
shown in Fig. 1, this view showing the 
plaque as provided with a supporting leg for 
counter or window display; and Fig. 3 is a 
view, in horizontal section, on the line 3-3 of Fig. 1. 
In the embodiment of the invention illus 

trated in the drawings the advertising or 
display device is shown in the form of a 
plaque for either window and counter, or 
Wall display. In its general construction 
the plaque comprises a frame portion 4 pro 
vided with a base or stand portion 6, which 
are preferably of metal; a frame filler 8, 
preferably of wood; a filler covering 10, 
usually of velvet; means on the front or 
frame face of the filler for supporting the 
table flatware pieces thereon, such as welvet 
covered holding blocks 11, 12 and 13; and, 
for counter and like display positions, a 
folding picture frame leg 14 on the back of 
the frame filler. After the frame 4 and its 
filler block 8 have been formed, in the novel 
manner now to be described, they are se 
cured together in any convenient manner, as 
by the nails 15. The plaque is then ready to 
receive the article or pieces selected for ad 
vertising display, as the knife, fork and 
Spoon 16, 17 and 18, which are placed in the 
holding blocks, in position as shown in Fig. 
1 of the drawings, and the device may then 
be placed in the location selected for adver tising purposes. 
The novel and important features and the 
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utility of the invention will now be de 
scribed. The design of the flatware shown 
in the drawing for illustrative purposes dis 
closes the D’Orleans pattern in solid silver, 

patent to Harold E. Nock No. 
In this pattern 

the characteristic features of decoration are 
a flowered border on the handle, with a cen 
tral tip ornament, an inner bead, and a 
basket of flowers at the lower end of a cen 
tral panel, and the characteristic features of 

: configuration comprise the artistic outline 
of the tip of the handle and the form of the 
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central raised panel. In order that this 



O 

20 

30 

35 

2 

D'Orleans pattern, or other pattern selected for advertising display may be displayed in 
such a manner as to draw the prospective 
purchaser's attention and create a desire for 
a close examination of the beauty of the de 
sign, the plaque is so constructed and shaped 
as to co-relate and combine itself with an 
important characteristic portion of the Sam 
ple supported by it, the support and the ad 
vertised article thus forming one homoge 
neous whole. 
To this end it will be observed that, in the 

illustrative embodiment of the invention the 
frame 4 of the plaque is a substantial repro 
duction of the border at the outer end of the 
handle of the D’Orleans flatware, but on a 
greatly enlarged scale. A comparison of 
the frame with the flatware sample shows 
that it is featured by the same characteristic 
outline or shape as the end of the handle and 
is formed with some, but not all, of the 
characteristic features of the handle, namely 
the flowered border, the tip ornament, the 
bottom basket and the inner bead. Refer 
ring now more particularly to Fig. 3, where 
in cross-sections of the displayed article and 
of the frame filler 8 are both shown, it will 
be observed that the front face of the frame 
filler may have a formation which dupli 
cates, on the same scale as that of the frame 
4, all the shape characteristics of the cen 
tral raised panel found within the inner 
bead at the handle end. 
Thus, in the illustrated form of the in 

vention, the frame 4, when combined with its 
filler 8, may form a complete and substan 
tial representation of the pattern of the flat 
ware sample Supported for display thereon. 
The formation of one part supplements the 
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other part, the combination of parts result. 
ing in a Support or background to set off the 
article to be held thereon and displayed in a 
manner that perfectly harmonizes with the 
pattern of the flatware and thus facilitates 
a presentation and advertising of its beauties 
to the best advantage. The prospective pur 
chaser quickly sees on the enlarged reproduc 
tion a feature of the design which is attrac 
tive and, because the frame and the article 
itself present the same detail, the eye fol 
lows easily from the enlarged feature to the 
same characteristic feature in its true pro 
portion on the article itself. 

In displaying such articles as pieces of sil 
verware it is important that the velvet, or 
background formed by the filler-support, be 
of a contrasting color to silver. It is con 
templated that the frame, in its illustrated 
form be bronzed, gilded or otherwise hand 
somely finished. - - 

Since the characteristic feature that usually gives the greatest appeal is the shape of the 
end portion of the handle of silver flatware 
pieces, the present invention is especially de 
signed to present this feature prominently. 

1,615,030 

Accordingly the opening in the frame, re 
gardless of the shape of the frame, is always 
an enlarged, vertically arranged reproduc 
tion of the shape of the end portion of the 
handle of the pattern to be displayed, so that 
the velvet covered frame filler consistently 
offers a harmonious background for the 
piece or pieces that are exposed upon its 
front face. For displaying a single piece of 
silver flatware the frame filler 10 will be 
provided with a single, centrally-arranged 
holding block of the type that will support 
the piece in a vertical position and with its 
handle-end uppermost, so that homologous 
features of the actual design and the en 
larged reproduction formed by the frame 
opening are adjacent each other. When 
more than one piece is displayed, as illus 
trated in the drawing, a like vertical ar 
rangement of the pieces within the frame 
opening is employed to obtain the same re 
sult as nearly as possible. The Supports 11, 
12 and 13 may be of any suitable construc 
tion that will hold the silver piece securely 
in upright position with its characteristic 
features fully exposed to view, for example, 
an open clamp that acts to hold the handle 
of a piece when it is inserted therein. 

It will be understood from the foregoing 
description that the purpose and object of 
the invention will be subserved if the plaque 
or other medium for supporting the article, 
to which attention is to be drawn, is an en 
larged reproduction of a characteristic por 
tion of the article, with suitable means for 
holding the article thereon and in the rela 
tion thereto heretofore described. For dis 
playing Some articles, however, better re 
Sults have been experienced through com 
bining with a sample of the article, a sup 
port that is a substantial enlarged repro 
duction of a unitary part of the article, uti 
lizing both the frame and the filler-support 
for this purpose. Thus an important con 
sideration in the display of some silverware 
patterns is that the support for the sample 
be a substantial reproduction of a striking 
or leading portion of the pattern, the char'- 
acteristic features of which may be repro 
duced, partly on the frame and partly 
on the filler-support, or on one or the 
other. 
As shown in the drawings the plaque may 

conveniently be provided with a base panel 
20 which may contain the name identifying 
the particular article or pattern displayed. 
Adjacent said panel 20, on the base 6, other 
panels 22 may be provided for the words 
“Solid silver, if solid silver is displayed, 
or other descriptive words. A central rep 
resentation 24 of the trade mark or other 
identifying mark of the manufacturer also 
may be formed on the base. Feet 26 may or 
may not be added. The features just de 
scribed may be omitted or changed at will 
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according to the nature of the article dis played. 
The term silverware is used in this specifi 

cation as defining either solid or plated 
silver. 
The nature and scope of the invention 

having been indicated and its preferred 
form having been specifically described, that 
which is claimed as new will be found de 
fined in the following claims, which pur 
posely have been so drawn as to include 
modifications within the skill of the artisan 
and the indicated scope of the invention. 
I claim 
1. A supporting frame for displaying an 

article of manufacture characterized by a 
particular shape and design, said frame be 
ing characterized by the same shape and 
design as the article to be displayed there 

20 on, in enlarged reproduction thereof. 
2. A supporting frame for displaying a 

B 

piece of table silverware of a particular or 
namental design, said frame being an en 
larged reproduction of characteristic orna 
mental features of the piece of silverware 
to be displayed thereon. 

3. A supporting frame for displaying a 
piece of table silverware having an orna 
mental handle, said frame being an enlarged 
reproduction of the ornamental features of 
the handle of the piece of tableware to be displayed thereon. 

4. In a device for displaying an article 
of manufacture characterized by an orna 
mental design and shape, for sale, a support 
ing frame in enlarged reproduction of the 
form and design of said article whereby the 
ornamental design and shape of the article 
can be more readily discerned, and means 
on said supporting frame for attaching said 

HAROLD E. NOCK. 
article thereto. 
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