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The object of the present invention is to provide a girdle 
with special provisions for control of the abdomen and 
the sides of the hips in such manner that hip strips inside 
the girdle work in conjunction with special inner rein 
forcement over the abdomen to provide a superior con 
trol. In the past girdles have been provided having inside 
layers employed for reinforcement and control, but satis 
factory control has not resulted, the construction being 
markedly different from that of the present invention. 
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The invention will be described with reference to the ' 
accompanying drawings in which: 
FIG. 1 is a view in elevation, partly broken away at 

certain areas of the outer fabric assembly to show under 
lying layers, the arrows indicating the direction of stretch. 

FIG. 2 is a view similar to FIG. 1 showing the back of 
the girdle with its fabric layers underlying the outermost 
fabric of the girdle back. 

FIG. la is a fragmentary vertical section taken on the 
line la—-lla, PEG. 2. 
FIG. 3 is a rear elevation showing the back of the 

girdle, dotted lines indicating the form and position of an 
inner control layer element which may be employed. 

Referring to the drawings, and particularly FIGURES 
1 and 3, I have shown at 1 a front central panel which 

.will have one way stretch, vertically in the direction of the 
arrow and which may be made of “Licra” satin elastic 
material, and in FIG. 3 the back panel 2 is made of like 
material. (Ionnecting the front panel 1 and the rear panel 
2 at the exterior of the girdle is the main exterior body 
fabric constituting the side or hip encircling panels 5 and 
consisting of two way stretch material, a type of which 
is known in the trade as “Spandex powernet.” The arrows 
in FEGURES 1 and 3 indicate the two way stretch of the 
main body fabric at the exterior of the girdle. 

Referring to FIG. 2', showing the interior of the girdle 
front, an inner control panel 3 of one way stretch material, 
and preferably of “Leno,” as known in the trade, lies 
across the abdominal area, its downwardly turned ends 
meeting inner hip panels 4 which extend to the bottom 
hem of the girdle. Unlike inner control panel 3 each 
hip panel 4 has vertical stretch. 
At its margins the inner control panel 3 is seamed to the 

two way stretch outer body fabric 5 and its central lower 
area which lies over front panel 1 includes said seaming. 
The inner control panel I and the hip panels may be ap 
plied as a unit to the inner front of the girdle, and pre 
liminary thereto may be joined by a seam 6 and which 
need not extend into the two way stretch outer fabric. 

In one form of the invention inner control panel .3 may 
be fulled when the girdle is at rest, as diagrammatically 
indicated in FIG. 2 at 7 for a purpose to be hereinafter 
stated, and as shown in section, FIG. 1a, providing an ex 
cess in dimension from top to bottom so that when the 
girdle is on the body vertical stretching of the front panel 
1 moves the inner control panel 1 to a point of rigidity. 
Hence the front panel 1 is permitted to stretch the de 
sired amount up and down. In addition the outer panel 
1 may be seamed with excess material at its upper area 
which overlies the inner control panel as diagrammati 
cally indicated in FIG. 1 at 7*‘. When the garment is 
worn the excess material of front panel 1 is laterally pulled 
to a point of rigidity. The effect is to give more control 
over the abdomen. 
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Referring to FIG. 3, which is a View of the girdle back 

at the exterior thereof, the dotted lines show the bounda 
ries of a back interior control panel 3*‘ which may be em 
ployed and which may be a replica of the front inner 
control panel 3. When employed the back control panel 
3X may be fulled like front control panel 3, and the upper 
area of back panel 2 may be fulled like that of panel 1. 
The fact that there is provided an area of substantially 

one way stretch elastic over the entire front area of the 
abdomen and then off to opposite sides, connecting the 
hip strips which have reverse stretch, is an important fea 
ture of'the invention, and provides a working together of 
the elements. When the girdle is worn a rigid area occurs 
over the abdomen, and inside the girdle front the inner 
control panel works opposite to the working of the vertical 
stretch front panel 1 at the upper area of the latter. It is 
this area which becomes rigid. The ends of the inner 
control member 3 run to opposite sides of the front panel 
1 and hence these extensions are seamed to the two way 
stretch body fabric 5, allowing only one direction of 
stretch, i.e. circumferentially of the girdle. The inner 
hip panels 4 with vertical stretch, being applied inwardly 
of the two Way stretch body fabric, control the latter to 
stretch one way, namely vertically. By attaching the ver 
tical stretch hip panels to the horizontal stretch inner con~ 
trol panel 3, there is a working together of the said three 
elements. Thus, the vertical pull at the hip areas of the 
girdle exerts a pull on the inner control panel, and vice 
versa. 

It will be understood that verious modi?cations may be 
made in the form of the elements illustrated in thedraw 
ings without departing from the spirit of the claims an 
nexed hereto. 

Having described our invention, what we claim and de 
sire to secure by Letters Patent is as follows: 

1. A girdle having abdominal, buttock, hip and thigh 
areas and adapted to control the abdomen and hips, com 
prising an exterior assembly consisting of an elongated 
abdominal central panel having vertical stretch at the 
front of the girdle, and at its side edges secured to hip 
encircling side panels of two-way stretch fabric, an elon 
gated central panel at the back of the girdle and having 
vertical stretch and secured at its side edges to said hip 
encircling panels, and an interior assembly consisting of 
an inner control panel of horizontal stretch lying hori 
zontally across the abdominal area of said exterior as 
sembly and having downturned ends, inner hip control 
panels having vertical stretch and secured to said down 
turned ends and to the hip encircling side panels of the 
exterior assembly, said inner control panel having a gen 
erally V-shaped lower margin secured to the abdominal 
central panel of the exterior assembly and to the hip en 
circling panels of said exterior assembly. 

2. A girdle as de?ned in claim 1, characterized by an 
inner control panel at the back of the girdle, and overly— 
ing the body fabric and the back central panel of vertical 
stretch, said inner back control panel having horizontal 
stretch and overlying and seamed to the body fabric of 
two-way stretch. ‘ 
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