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UNITED STATES

THOMAS H, ROYCE, O

PaTteENT OFFICE.

IROOKLYN, NEW YORK.

BICYCLE-SKIRT.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No.

Application filed August 14, 1895,
To all weleony 6 nray coneern:

Be it known that I, THoyas 1. RoYCE, of
Brooklyn, in the county of Kings and State
of New York, have invented a new and Im-
proved Bieyele-Rkirt, of whicl the following
is a full, clear, and exact description.

The object of the invention is to provide &
bieyele-skirt which will be completely divided
and which, being so divided, will be highly
convenient and desirable for one riding, and
also 1o make the skirt in sueh a way that it
will appear ax an ordinary or whole skirt so
that its divided character cannot be detected.

To this end the invention consists in cor-
tain peculiar features of const ruetion, wheve-
by the above and other objeets ave attained,
and these will be fully deseribed hereinafter,
and finally embodied in the elaim.

Reference is 1o be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this specification,
in which similar characters of reference indi-
cate correspouding parts inall the figures.

Figure 1 represents a front view of a skirt
constructed after the manner of my inven-
tion, parts being shownin dotted lines. Tig.
9 ig a rear view thereot. Fig. 3 is a perspec-
tive view, showing the folds of the skirt ex-
tended and parts thrown open to illustrate
construciion. Fig. + is a side clevation of
the skirt. Fig. 5isalsoa side clevation, par-
tially in section; and Fig. 6 ix a plan view of
the blank or pattern from which both halves
of the skirt arve derived.

The skirt is formed of two pieces of cloth,
one of which is a duplicate of the other, and
Iig. 6 is a plan view of one of these parts
showing the pattern.  There it will be seen
that this comprises a piece having a truly
are-shaped outer edge a and an are-shaped
and cccentrie inner edge b, which is broken
by a gore or ineision ¢, the cdges o and b be-
ing joined by radial edges ¢ and f.

Reference to Figs, 3 and 6 will show the
manner of assembling the sections of the
skirt, and to do this the gores ¢ of each sece-
tion are first closed, forming the plaits k oof
Tig. 3, while the adjacent upper portions of
the edges f are respectively provided with
buttons and buttenholesto form the placketg.
Diveetly below the placket the edges f of each
picce are joined to each other for a short dis-
tance, after whieh cach of the edges s
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folded toward the edges ¢ of their respeetlive
picces and sewed to {he lower portions of
these edges, forming a scanm which will be
located at the points 1 in Fig. 3. The re-
mainder of the edges care now joined to ecach
other, forming a seam Deginning at the point
2 in Fig. 3 and extending rearwardly and up-
wardly and terminating at the point 3, while
the eccentric and are-shaped edges b of cach
picce form the waist of theskirtand are held
by the band /.

ach division of the skirt is provided at ifs
inner rear side with buttons / which are
three for each seefion and which have astrap
m operating therewith, the said strap being
of a length equal to the distance Dhetween two
Duitons, so that when the strap is connected
with one of ils buttonholes yeceiving cach
button the skirt will be formed with folds
which decrease thesize of the skirt andserve
to hold the same in a more contraeted form,
which is highly desirable when the wearer is
on the bieyele. When, however, the wearer
dismounts, the strap 7 may be disconnected
from the three buttons and its ends engaged
with two adjacent buttons, which will per-
it the skirt to assume its normal position
and allow it to hangmore gracefully and ex-
actly like an ordinary skirt.

From the foregoing description and from
the drawings it will be seen that a skirt con-
structed as my invention has all of the ad-
vantages of a completely-divided skirt or
bloomers, and yet is in appearance al ordi-
nary or whole skirt, and so complete is this
deception that it will be impossible to distin-
guish the'character of the skirt,

Tig. 1 shows how the construction of the
skirt completely conceals the placket ¢, and
also the plaits &, while IFig. 2 shows the grace-
ful folds at the rear, and Fig. 4 illustrates
the side view of the skirtand shows theabove-
explained similarity to the whole or ordinary
skirt.

aving thus described nmy invention, 1
claim as new and desive to secure by Letters
Patent—-

As a new article of manufacture, a skirt
formed of two duplicate picces, each picee
having a lower curved edge ¢ and edges e and
# approximately radial to the curved edge «,
caeh piece also baving an upper curved edge
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comprising a gore ¢ and curvad portion b, the
upper portions of the edges f formning the
Dlacket, the contiguous portions of said od ges

S being joined to each other for a short dis-

tance below the placket, the upper portions
of the edges e being joined to_each other,
the two last named connections forming the
crotel and the lower portions of the edges e
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and fof each piece heing respectively joined

to each other and the upper curved edges of 10

cach piece forming the waist, substantially as
described.
TIIOMAS 1I. ROYCE.
Witnesses:
NSAML. OPPENHEIM,
i, SITANAHAN.



