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My invention supplies a long existing need for 
a simple, sturdy and portable device for the in 
terchangeable display of card board or similar 
Signs out of doors. It is necessary or desirable 
that many types of business, such, for a few ex 
amples Only, as real estate agents, contractors, 
artisans, municipalities, nurserymen, and many 
others have Weather proof means which may be 
leadily installed in the ground to display any 
one of a plurality of different interchangeable 
signs and then be easily removed and put to use 
in new locations. My invention meets such 
needs. In its essence it consists of a flat plate 
which is supported upon or formed integrally 
with a sharpened post preferably supplied with 
a cross bar which renders easy its insertion in 
the ground and supports it more firmly therein. 
This plate, for which in practice I have found 
aluminum and various non-rusting steel alloys 
Very Satisfactory, is preferably but not neces 
Sarily rectangular. Each of three of the edges 
is turned in the same direction as the other two, 
first at right angles to the body of the plate and 
then again at right angles and toward each oth 
er and parallel to the plane of the plate, there 
by forming a holding slide or, groove. A fourth 
edge is turned only at right. angles to this main 
Surface and in the same direction as that in 
which the other edges are turned thereby forms 
ing a retaining flange. If a plate is used which 
is not rectangular, two edges embodying slides 
are disposed opposite to each other. 
An important feature of this invention is that 

two of the corners of the plate, each disposed 
between an end of the retaining flange and an 
adjacent end of a slide, are cut off. So as to form 
convenient finger holds by means of Which a 
user can readily pull out an edge of a card board 
Sign which has been inserted within the sleeves, 
lift it up over the edge of the retaining flange, 
thereby bending it slightly, and then pull it out, 
all in a matter of seconds and all without in 
jury to the cardboard sign which has been thus 
used and is available for re-use. Insertion of a 
fresh sign is equally simple. A user merely 
places the leading edge of the sign in the ends 
of the , slide nearer the flange with the body of 
the sign resting on the edge of the retaining 
flange and slides it into place, the resilience of 
the cardboard causing the trailing end when 
released to find its place parallel to the plate 
and just within the fourth or retaining flange. 
One characteristic of my invention is that the 

plane Surface of the body of the holder and the 
insertable cards are of substantially the same 
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area. Since I provide means whereby the card 
may be manipulated from the back it is not nec 
eSSary as in certain examples in the prior art 
to make the area of the body of the holder 
greater than that of the card so that a prying 
instrument can be inserted. This arrangement 
is much neater, leSS expensive and has the great 
advantage of not showing a Strip of the plane 
Surface which in Some present Sign holders de 

10 tracts from the appearance of the display as a 
whole. 
For example, a real estate dealer using my 

invention will drive the post of one of my hold 
ers into the ground, preferably by the simple 

is expedient of Standing upon a croSS bar which 
preferably is provided thereon, before a house 
which has been listed by him for sale. He will 
then insert a "for sale' sign simply by pushing it 
into the slides and letting it Snap into position 

20 when its trailing edge has cleared the right 
angled or retaining flange. Then when the 
house has been Sold he places his fingers back 
of the sign in the opening conveniently provided 
therefore, pushes the edge away from the plate 

25 Sufficiently to clear the right angled flange, and 
pulls the sign out. Then he inserts another sign, 
for example reading "sold.' If the new owner 
wishes to lease the dwelling instead of living 
in it the real estate agent thereupon takes out 
the Sold sign and inserts a "for rent' placard. 
When the rental has been effectuated he removes 
that sign and Substitutes one which says “rent 
ed.' Such examples might be indefinitely mul 
tiplied. 

35 The alternative to the use of my invention is 
to nail a sign to a tree, post or structure, often 
damaging such a support, violating municipal 
ordinances, and rendering the sign unfit for fur 
ther use. Or, a person who wishes to post a 

40 notice of this kind may go to the relatively great 
trouble and expense and take the time necessary 
to set a post. In either such case, often the 
sign is not properly displayed because of the 
shape of the support or he must meet the add 

45 ed cost in money and annoyance of first attach 
ing a board to the post. My invention is a cheap, 
efficient and simple susbtitute. 
Another use to which my invention is well 

adapted is for relatively small signs or labels 
50 for use in gardens, nurseries and the like or oth 

er places in which it is desirable to place signs, 
labels or other descriptive matter adjacent trees, 
shrubs or flowers, with opportunity to make 
changes from time to time, and to use the same 

S5 holders in different locations. In such cases I 
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may prefer to form my holder, which is relative 
ly Small in size, out of a single piece of metal. 
Thus I obtain a structure which is both economi 
cal and inexpensive. There is no material dif 
ference in construction except that for Such use 
the portion of the lower slide is omitted adja 
cent the area of the plate from which the post 
projects downwardly from the body of the hold 
er. This omission is unimportant so far as the 
operation of the holder is concerned but per 
mits the entire structure to be cheaply stamped 
from one piece of sheet metal without welding 
or riveting. Generally but not necessarily it is 
desirable to omit the cross bar since this small structure can readily be pushed into ground of . 
ordinary consistency by merely grasping it at 
the top. Or such a holder may be made of a 
weather-proof plastic. 

0 

4. 
permits such normal movement but prevents 
movement in a plane parallel to the plate but 
permits movement away from the display posi 
tion in a plane closely parallel to that of the plate 
after the edge of the sign has been raised to clear 
the flange. An important feature of my inven 
tion is that the corners of the plate are cut off 
diagonally at 27 and 28 and the slides not ex 
tended to a junction with the retaining flange. 
- By reasóih 6f thie above described edinstruction 
it will be seen that a user may readily grasp one 
of a trailing edge of a card and push it into place. 
The leading portion of the side edges of the card 
passes into slides 2 and 22 as the card is pushed 

i towaité its final position and at the last stage of 
such movement under the edge of slide or groove 23. The iiser thereupon releases the trailing edge 

Among the objects of this invention is the pro 
vision of a device such as outlined above and de 
scribed at length hereinafter. Other objects, ad 
vantages and characteristics will be evident from 
the following portion of this specification, the ac 
companying drawings and the sub-joined claims. : 
Although I am showing a preferred form only of 
my invention for purposes of illustration it will be 
understood that changes can readily be made 
without departing from the scope of my broader 
claims or the spirit of my invention. 

In the dra WingS: - 
Figure 1 is a front elevational view of my in 

vention. - - 

Figure 2 is a partial isometric view With a re 
movable card in position. - - - 

Figure 3 corresponds to Figure 2 but shows a 
user removing a card preparatory to the intro 
duction of a fresh card. 

Figure 4 shows a modification wherein my sign, 
generally of relatively small size, is made from 
one piece of metal (or alternatively from a 
plastic). . . . . 

A card or sign holding fiat plate preferably 
formed of metal such as aluminum or a non-rtist. 
ing steel alloy is supported by a post or stake 2 
having a sharpened point 3 and a crossbar 4. 
In order to increase its strength and Solidity When 
forced into the ground this post in cross Section 
may be either T-shaped or right angled, such 
rearward projection from the front flat Surface 
not being shown. It is riveted or welded to the 
card holding plate or for certain uses as stated 
above may be formed integrally therewith. See 
Figure 4. - . . 

The edges of plate are turned over to form 
an upper holding groove or slide 2, a lower holds 
ing slide 22 and a side holding slide 23. It will be 
noted from the drawing that each of these slides 
includes a first surface which projects directly 
away from the body of the holding plate if f at 
right angles thereto and in the same direction as 
the other slides and then a second surface which 
is turned back upon itself toward the other slides 
at right angles to the first Surface and in a plane 
parallel to that of the holding plate so that they 
form holding instrumentalities or slides into 
which a plate board card or sign such as 23 may 
readily be inserted. A fourth edge 26, however, 
is turned only at right angles from the plane of 
the card holder itself to form a retaining flange. 
Thus the first mentioned formation form slides 
which guide a card or other sign in a movement 
substantially parallel to the plane of the plate 
within the limits of the area of the plate while 
preventing its movement in a direction normal 
théreto while the lastientioned retaining fiahgé 
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of thie card and its natural resilience under 
normal conditions immediately snaps it com 
pletely into place. Otherwise he may merely 
push it into place against the plane of the plate 

f. Then when he wishes to remove the sign to 
substitute a new sign he merely grasps the one 
previously on display by the upper and lower 
corners as clearly shown in Figure 3, making use 
of the cut-off corners 27 and 28, lifts it or pushes 
it above the limits of flange 26 and pulls it out, 
the edges sliding along in grooves 24 and 22. 
The construction of Figure 4 will be clear from 

the preceding portion of this description. in 
this embodiment of my invention, the body por 
tion comprises a flat card holding plate 40 and 
a support or post formation 4 with a point 42 
and a right-angled extension 43 to give rigidity 

5 and better holding quality in the ground. The 
plate is formed with parallel slides 44 and 35, an 
end slide or groove 46 and retaining flange 47 
turned therefrom as previously described. A dif 
ference from the previously described structure 
is that the lower slide 45 is broken as at 48 ad 
jacent the junction of the post formation and the 
plate so that the holder may be readily stamped 
from one sheet, without welding or other joining. 
Such one-piece construction is a feature of this 
embodiment of my invention. A cross bar such 
as 4 may be added if desired. The corners of the 
plate are cut off at 50 and 5f for the purposes 
previously stated. Alternatively this holder may 
be cast or moulded from a Weather resistant plass 
tic inlaterial. 
For purposes of illustration I have shown my 

sign holder as rectarigular but it may take other 
shapes as desired: While a rectangular form is 
most efficient and simple, other shaped holders of 
6ther and more novel forms may be made Within 
the scope of my invention. The shape must be 
such; however, as to ificitiele 6ppositely disposed 
Slides; 
As previously stated such a sign holder is par 

ticularly advantageous for use in gardens or 
nurseries or the like. It also may be used for ins 
sertion into bulk products, such as bags of grain 
or vegetables, or actual insertion into products 
which are not injured thereby. It may be efn 
ployed without the supporting post. 
The advantages of my invention will have been 

apparent from the foregoing portion of this 
specification and consideration of the attached 
drawings and the subjoined claims. They include 
the provision of a simple, inexpensive holder 
which may readily be inserted into the ground or 
other substance which may readily be pierced and 
removed therefrom or otherwise supported into 
which a sign easily flay be iriserted and removed; 
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I claim: 
1. In a sign holder adapted for outdoor use, a 

generally rectangular solid plate, slides along 
three of the edges thereof for the reception of 
the edges of a card sign, the ends of said slides 
adjacent each other being substantially con 
tiguous, a right angled flange along the fourth 
edge, said right angled flange and Said rela 
tively adjacent slides terminating at a relatively 
Short distance from each other, the corners of 
said plate between the relatively adjacent ends of 
Said flange and said slide being cut off diagonally 
to permit a user to push the card sign away 
from the plane of said plate in a direction nor 
mal thereto, said substantially continuous ar 
rangement of slides and flange and said solid 
plate minimizing the effect of wind and other 
Weather conditions upon said card sign. 

2. In a sign holder adapted for Outdoor use 
for the interchangeable reception of card signs, 
a plate With a Solid back with one edge cut off 
at each corner and of Sufficient size only to per 
mit a user to grasp corners of a card sign, a 
right angled flange extending between said cult 
off corners along said edge, and slides along the 
remaining and opposite edges of said plate which 
extend to Said cut off corners and substantially 
to junctions with each other at their relatively 
adjacent ends, said slides being adapted for the 
reception of the edges of a card sign which is 3. 
retained against movement directly parallel to 
said plate by said flange. 

3. In a sign holder adapted for outdoor use, 
a plate With a solid back and with one edge cut 
Off at each corner, a right angled flange integral 
with said plate and extending along said edge 
between said corners and substantially co-exten 
Sive with said edge, slides along the remaining 
and Opposite edges of Said plate which extend 
to Said cut off corners and form a substantially 
continuous sleeve co-extensive with the three 
edges adjacent thereto for the reception of the 
edges of a card sign, and a post extending from 
one of Said edges for supporting said holder in the 
grOund. 

4. A sign holder and a Supporting formation 
therefor comprising a single sheet of metal, said 
sheet including a generally rectangular plate, a 
retaining flange projecting at right angles from 
One edge of Said plate, slides along other and ad 
jacent edges of Said plate, said slides each com 
prising a first surface extending from said plate 
at right angles to the plane thereof and parallel 
to the projecting surface of said flange and a 
Second Surface extending from said first surface 
at right angles thereto and toward the interior 
of Said plate and parallel to the plane thereof, 
and a post or Supporting formation extending 
from one edge of said plate whereby said plate 
may be inserted in the ground, said slide which 
projects from Said edge of said plate from which 
said formation extends being broken away from 
that portion of said edge immediately adjacent 
said post formation so that said holder including 
Said Support or post formation may be formed in 
a single Operation, 
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5. A sign holder and support formation there 

for comprising an integral structure, said struc 
ture including a sign-supporting plate with two 
relatively adjacent corners cut off, such cut off 
portions being only large enough to permit fin 
gers of a hand to grasp a card placed on said 
sign-Supporting plate, a retaining flainge project 
iing at right angles from said edge of said plate 
and extending between said cut-off coiners, said 
flange being integral with said plate, slides along 
other and opposite edges of said plate which also 
extend to said cut off corners, said slides each 
Comprising a first surface extending from said 
plate at right angles to the plane thereof and 
parallel to the projecting surface of said flange 
and a Second Surface extending from said first 
Surface at right angles thereto and toward the 
interior of Said plate and parallel to the plane 
thereof, Said slides also being integral with said 
plate, whereby a user Ynay move a sign of sub 
Stantially the area of Said plate which has been 
Slipped Within Said slides away from said plate 
in a direction normal to the plane thereof so that 
it clears the top edge of said retaining flange 
preparatory to its removal from said holder, and 
a post or Support formation extending from said 
plate and integral therewith whereby said plate 
may be inserted in the ground. 

6. In a sign holder adapted for outdoor use, a 
generally rectangular plate with a solid back sur 
face, slides integral therewith along three of the 
edges thereof for the reception of a card sign, 
Said slides at their adjacent ends substantially 
meeting thereby forming a substantially continu 
ous retaining formation for engaging three of the 
edges of a card sign, open ends of said formation 
being disposed adjacent each end of the other 
or fourth edge of Said plate, a right angled flange 
integral With Said plate disposed along said 
fourth edge and Substantially co-extensive there 
With for retaining the fourth edge of said card 
against movement parallel to the surface of said 
plate, the corners of Said plate adjacent the open 
ends of Said slides and between them and the 
ends of said flange being cut out sufficiently only 
to provide a finger hold by which a card sign 
can be lifted over the outer edge of said flange 
and drawn out in a direction generally parallel 
to the plane of said plate. 

FRANK HIESSE. 
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