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" My invention supplies a long existing need for
a simple, sturdy and portable device for the in-
terchangeable display of card board or similar
signs out of doors. It is necessary or desirable
that many types of business, such, for a few ex-
amples only, as real estate agents, contractors,
artisans, municipalities, nurserymen, and many
others have weather proof means which may be
readily installed in the ground to display any
one of a plurality of different interchangeable
signs .and then be easily removed and put to use
in new Ilocations. My invention meets such
needs. In its essence it consists of a flat plate
which is supported upon or formed integrally
with a sharpened post preferably supplied with
a cross bar which renders easy its insertion in
the ground and supports it more firmly therein.
This plate, for which in practice I have found
aluminum and various non-rusting steel alloys
very satisfactory, is preferably but not mneces-
sarily rectangular. Each of three of the edges
is turned in the same direction as the other two,
first at right angles to the body of the plate and
then again at right angles and toward each oth-
er and parallel to the plane of the plate, there-
by forming a holding slide or. groove.
edge is turned only af right -angles to this main
surface and in the same direction as that in
which the other edges are turned thereby form-
ing a retaining flange. . If a plate:is used which
is not rectangular, two edges embodying slldes
are disposed opposite to each other.

- An important feature of this invention is that
two of the corners of the plate, each disposed
between an end of the retaining flange and an
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Since I provide means whereby the card
may be manipulated from the back it is nct nec-
essary as in certain examples in the prior art
to make the area of the body of the holder
greater than that of the card so that a prying
instrument can be inserted. This arrangement
is much neater, less expensive and has the great
gdvantage of not showing a strip of the plane
surface which in some present sign holders de-
tracts from the appearance of the dlsplay as a

- whole.
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For example, a real estate dealer using my
invention will drive the post of one of my hold-
ers into the ground, preferably by the simple
expedient of standing upon a cross bar which

- preferably is provided thereon, before a house

20

25
A fourth

35

adjacent end of a slide, are cut-off so as to form °

convenient finger holds by means of which &
user can readily pull out an edge of a card board
sign which has been inserted within the sleeves,
lift it up over the edge of the retaining flange,
thereby bending it slightly, and then pull it out,
all in a matter of seconds and all without in-
jury to the cardboard sign which has been thus
used and is available for re-use. Insertion of a
fresh sign is equally simple. A user merely
places the leading edge of the sign in the ends
of the.slide nearer the flange with the body of
the sign resting on the edge of the retaining
flange and slides it into place, the resilience of
the cardboard causing the trailing end when
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released to find its place parallel to the plate -

and just within the fourth or retaining flange.
One characteristic of my invention is that the

plane surface of the body of the holder and the

insertable cards are of substantially the same

which has been listed by him for sale. He will
then insert a “for sale” sign simply by pushing it
into the slides and letiing it snap into position
when its trailing edge has cleared the right
angled or retaining flange. Then when the
house has been sold he places his fingers back
of the sign in the opening conveniently provided
therefore, pushes the edge away from the plate
sufficiently to clear the right angled flange, and
pulls the sign out. Then he inserts another sign,
for example reading “sold.” If the new owner
wishes to lease the dwelling instead of living
in it the real estate agent thereupon takes out
the sold sign and inserts a “for rent” placard.
When the rental has been efiectuated he removes
that sign and substitutes one which says “rent-
ed.” Such examples might be indefinitely mul~
tiplied.

The alternative to the use of my invention is
to nail a sign to a tree, post or structure, often
damaging such a support, violating municipal
ordinances, and rendering the sign unfit for fur-
ther use. Or, a person who wishes to post a
notice of this kind may go to the relatively great

* trouble and expense and take the time necessary

to set a post. In either such case, often the
sign is not properly displayed because of the
shape of the support or he must meet the add-
ed cost in money and annoyance of first attach-
ing a board to the post. . My invention is a cheap,
efficient and simple susbtitute.

- Another use to which my invention is well
adapted is for relatively small signs or labels
for use in gardens, nurseries and the like or oth-
er places in which it is desirable to place signs,
labels or other descriptive matter adjacent trees,
shrubs or flowers, with opportunity to make
changes from time to time, and to use the same
holders in different locations. In such cases I
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may prefer to form my holder, which is relative-
ly small in size, out of a single piece of metal.
Thus I obtain a structure which is both economi-
cal and inexpensive. There is no material dif-
ference in construction except that for such use
the portion of the lower slide is omitted adja-
cent the area of the plate from which the post
projects downwardly from the body of the hold-
er. Thi§ oinission is uhimportazit so far as the
operation of the holdef is condérmed But per-
mits the entire structure to be cheaply stamped
from one piece of sheet metal without weldinig
or riveting. Generally but not necessarzly it is

desirable to omit the cross bar §ince this siiail -
structure can readily be pushed into groimd of .

ordinary consistency by merely grasping it at

the top. Or such a holder May bé méade of &-

weather-proof plastic.
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permlts such normal movement but prevents
movement in a plane parallel to the plate but
permits movement away from the display posi-
tion in a plane closely parallel to that of the plate
after the edge of the sign has been raised to clear
the flange. An important feature of my inven-
tion is that the corners of the plate are cut off
diagonally at 27 and 28 and the slides not ex-
ﬁended to 4 jiifiction wifh tlie retdining flange.
By réaSoh 6f tHe above deséribed eonstruction
1t will be seen that a user may readily grasp one
of a trailing edge of a card and push it into place.
The leading portion of the side edges of the card
passes info slides 2t and 22 as the card is pushed

. towsaFd its fihal position and at the last stage of

such movement under the edge of slide or groove

‘93, - The i§er théfeupon releases the trailing edge

Among the objects of this invention is the pro- '

vision of a device such as outlined abeve and de-
seribed at length hereinafter: Othe1 objects; ad-
vantages and characteristics wilk be evident from
the following portion of this specification, the ac-
cempanying drawings and the sub-joined claims.
Although I am showing a preferred form only ¢ of
my invention for purposes of illustration it will be
understood that changes can readily be made
without departing from the scope of. my broader
claims or the spirit of my invention.

In the drawings:

Figure 1 is a front elevational view of my in-
vention.

Figure 2 is a partial isometric view with a re-
movable card in position.

Figure 3 corresponds to Figure 2 but shows a
user removing a card preparatory to the intre-
duction of a fresh card. _

Pigure 4 shows a medification wherein my sign,
generally of relatively small size, is made from
one piece of metal (or alternatively from =z
vlastic).

A card or sign holdmg ﬂat plate i preferably
formed of metal such as aluminum or a non=-rust-
ing steel alloy is supported by a post or stake. 12
having a sharpened point {3 and a cross-bar 14;
In order to increase its strength and solidity when
forced into the ground this post in cross section
may be either T-shaped or right angled, such
Yearward prejection from the front flat surface
not being shown. Tt is riveted or welded to the
eard holding plate or for certain uses as stated
above may be formed integrally therew1th See
Figure 4.

The edges of plate |f are turned over to form
an upper holding groove or slide 21, a lower hold=
ing slide 22 arid & side holding slide 23. It will be
noted from the drawing that each of these slides
includes a first surface which projects- directly
away from the body of the holdihg plate ff at
right angles thereto dnd in the same direction as
the other slides and then a seecond surface which
is turned back upon itself. toward the other slides
at right anhgles to the first surface and in a.plane
parallel to that of the holding-plate so that they
form holding instrumentalities or slides into
which a plate board card or sign such as 23 may
readily be inserted. A fourth edge 26, however,
is turned only at right angles from the plane of
the -card holder itself to form a retaining flange.
Thus the first mentmned formatlon form shdes
which. guide 2 card or other sigh in a movemen's
substantially parallel to the plane of the plate
within the limits ot the atea of the plate yhile
preventmg 1ts movement in 4 diréction normai
thereto While the 148t Hisntioned retainihg flarge
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of 46 eard and its natural resilience under
normal conditions immiediately snaps it com-
pletely - into place. Otherw1se he may merely
push _it into place agamst the plane of tne plate
Then when he wishes to remove the sign to
subst1tute a new sign he merely grasps the one
prevmusly on dlsplay by the upper and lower

5 Gorners as clearly shown in Flgure 3, making use

of the cut-off corners 21 and 28 lifts it or pushes
11; above the hmlts of ﬂange 35 and pulls it out,
the edges sliding along in grooves 2§ and 22.

 The constructmn of Figure 4 will ke clear from
the precedmg pormon of this descnpuon “in
thxs embodiment of my 1nvent10n, the body por-
tion comprises a ﬁat card holdmg pla,te 49 and
a support or post formatlon 4I wn;h a pomt 43
and a rlght-angled extensmn 43 to give r1g1d1ty
and better holdmg quahty in the ground. The
plate is formed with parallel sl1des 44 and 45, an
end slide or groove 46 and retammg ﬂange a1
turned therefrom as prevmusly described. A dh-
fexence from the prev1ously described stlucture
is that tne lower sl1de 45 is broken as at 48 ad-
Jacent ‘the .}unctmn of the post formatmn and the
plate so that the holder may be readlly stamped
from one sheet, without Weldmg or other joining.
Such one-piece construction is a feature of this
embodiment of my invention. A cross bar sueh
as 14 may be added if desired. The corners of the
plate are eut off at 50 and 81 for the purposes
previously stated. Alternatively this holder may
Be cast or moulded froit a weather resistant plass
tic material.

For purposes of illustration I havé showh my
sigh holdet as réctafigiilar but it may take other
shapes as desired: While a rectangular form i§
most efficientt and simple, other shaped holders of
6tHer and moreé novel forms may be made within
thé seope 6f Wy ifivéntidh. The shapé nitist be
su%h however; 4s to 4hcliide GBpositely dlsposéd
slides:

A3 previously stated subh & sign Holder is par-
tlcularly ‘advantagéous - for ude in gardens or
niirseries of the fikke, Tt also may be used o7 ifs=
sertion mto bulk products, sueh as bags of graih
or vegetables or détual insertion into productc
whieh aré fiot injured thereby: It may be et
ployed Without the supportmg post

The advantages of my ifivention will have beent
apparent from the fofegoing portmn of thl.:,
specification and conisideration of the attached
dirawings and the SubJoined claiims. They iitelide
the provision of & simple, inexpensive holder
which may readﬂy be itiserfed into the gound o
othér substanee which- may readily be pierced and
femoved thefefrom or otherise sipborted 1nto
which 8 sign easily May bs ifiserted gnd refroved:
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Iclaim:

1. In a sign holder adapted for outdoor use, 2
generally rectangular solid plate, slides along
three of the edges thereof for the reception of
the edges of a card sign, the ends of said slides
adjacent each other being substantially con-
tiguous, a right angled flange along the fourth
edge, said right angled flange and said rela-
tively adjacent slides terminating at a relatively

short distance from each other, the corners of 1}

said plate between the relatively adjacent ends of
said flange and said slide being cut off diagonally
to permit a user to push the card sign away
from the plane of said plate in a direction nor-
mal thereto, said substantially continuous ar-
rangement of slides and flange and said solid
plate minimizing the effect of wind and other
weather conditions upon said card sign.

2. In a sign holder adapted for outdoor use
for the interchangeable reception of card signs,
a plate with a solid back with one edge cut off
at each corner and of sufficient size only to per-
mit a user to grasp corners of a card sign, a
right angled flange extending between said cut
off corners along said edge, and slides along the
remaining and opposite edges of said plate which
extend to said cut off corners and substantially
to junctions with each other at their relatively
adjacent ends, said slides being adapted for the

reception of the edges of a card sign which is :u

retained against movement directly parallel to
said plate by said flange.

3. In a sign holder adapted for outdoor use,
a plate with a solid back and with one edge cut

off at each corner, a right angled flange integral 35

with said plate and extending along said edge
between said corners and substantially co-exten-
sive with said edge, slides along the remaining
and opposite edges of said plate which extend
to said cut off corners and form a substantially
continuous sleeve co-extensive with the three
edges adjacent thereto for the reception of the
edges of a card sign, and a post extending from
one of said edges for supporting said holder in the
ground.

4. A sign holder and a supporting formation
therefor comprising a single sheet of metal, said
sheet including a generally rectangular plate, a
retaining flange projecting at right angles from

one edge of said plate, slides along other and ad- 3

jacent edges of said plate, said slides each com-
prising a first surface extending from said plate
at right angles to the plane thereof and parallel
to the projecting surface of said flange and a
second surface extending from said first surface
at right angles thereto and toward the interior
of said plate and parallel to the plane thereof,
and a post or supporting formation extending
from one edge of said plate whereby said plate
may be inserted in the ground, said slide which
projects from said edge of said plate from which
said formation extends being broken away from
that portion of said edge immediately adjacent
said post formation so that said holder including
said support or post formation may be formed in
a single operation,
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5. A sign holder and support formation there-
for comprising an integral structure, said struc-
ture including a sign-supporting plate with two
relatively adjacent corners cut off, such cut off
portions being only large enough to permit fin-
gers of a hand to grasp a card placed on said
sign-supporting plate, a retaining flange project-
ing at right angles from said edge of said plate
and extending between said cut-off corners, said
flange being integral with said plate, slides along
other and opposite edges of said plate which also
extend to said cut off corners, said slides each
comprising a first surface extending from said
plate at right angles to the plane thereof and
parallel to the projecting surface of said flange
and a second surface extending from said first
surface at right angles thereto and toward the
interior of said plate and parallel to the plane
thereof, said slides alss being integral with said
plate, whereby a user may move a sign of sub-
stantially the area of said plate which has been
slipped within said slides away from said plate
in a direction normal to the plane thereof so that
it clears the top edge of said retaining flange
preparatory to its removal from said holder, and
a post or support formation extending from said
plate and integral therewith whereby said plate
may be inserted in the ground.

6. In a sign holder adapted for outdoor use, a
generally rectangular plate with a solid back sur-
face, slides integral therewith along three of the
ecges thereof for the reception of a card sign,
said slides at their adjacent ends substantially
meeting thereby forming a substantially continu-
cus retaining formation for engaging three of the
edges of a card sign, open ends of said formation
heing disposed adjacent each end of the other
or fourth edge of said plate, a right angled flange
integral with said plate disposed along said
fourth edge and substantially co-extensive there-
with for retaining the fourth edge of said card
against movement parallel to the surface of said
plate, the corners of said plate adjacent the open
ends of said slides and between them and the
ends of said flange being cut out sufficiently only
to provide a finger hold by which a card sign
can be lifted over the outer edge of said flange
and drawn out in a direction generally parallel
to the plane of said plate.

FRANK HESSE.
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