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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE

The spotter unit shown herein comprises a combination
advertising and luggage spotting unit. The spotter unit
preferably comprises an indicator portion, a base attach-
ing portion and an intermediate easily bendable portion.
The intermediate easily bendable portion may be formed
of either rubber or plastic so that the indicator portion
may be easily bent over against the surface of the luggage
and when free, easily snappable into upright or flat posi-
tion. The device is extremely simple, inexpensive and easy
to apply and is in the nature of what is called a “premium”
article.

C——

This invention relates to a spotter and more particularly
to a spotter which can be easily applied or attached to
luggage and the like.

Background of the invention

The gist of the invention lies in a luggage tag which is
in the nature of a spotter or flag that can be easily seen
and identified from a distance. Most luggage tags are
adapted to be fastened to the luggage by a chain or strap
and are not only difficult to recognize at a distance but also
apt to be torn from the luggage when roughly handled.
The luggage tag of the present invention comprises a
spotter which can be easily applied to any surface of
luggage or the like, the main spotter portion of which is
normally in an upright position easily seen at a distance,
the intermediate portion of which is of such construction
as to easily bend over when contacted and thus makes
the whole unit crushproof.

Summary

The luggage spotter shown herein comprises a flat base
portion preferably coated with a pressure sensitive mate-
rial, a flag or spotter portion and an intermediate portion
of flexible material for allowing the spotter portion to be
easily pressed downwardly to prevent its being ripped off
the luggage but of such springiness to cause the indicator
portion to spring upright when the luggage arrives at some
distribution center where each article of luggage is usually
standing upright by itself.

Description of the drawings

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a conventional piece ;

of luggage with one of my spotters attached thereto.
FIG. 2 is a full size view of a spotter shown attached
to a surface of a piece of luggage or the like.
FIG. 3 is a sectional view of the spotter shown in FIG.
4 with a partially bent over spotter shown in dotted lines.
FIG. 4 is a side elevational view of the spotter shown
in FIGS. 2 and 3 showing the spotter bent over 90°.
FIG. 5 is a sectional view taken on the line 5—5 of
FIG. 3 showing the base portion of the unit.

Description

The luggage spotter of the present invention comprises
an indicator portion 10, base portion 11 and intermediate
portion 12. The indicator portion preferably comprises
a thin unit of plastic or metal and preferably has a portion
thereof projecting at the bottom as at 13, the end of which
may be slightly enlarged. This indicator portion may be
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made of various colors or have large letters thereon or
even an individual name,

The base portion 11 of the spotter may also be formed
of metal or plastic and may be generally the shape shown
in FIG. 5. The underside of the base portion preferably
has secured thereto a pressure sensitive surface 14, pref-
erably of the type having a peelable outer skin 14a which
may be removed for easily pressing and adhering the
base to a piece of luggage or the like.

It may be desirable to leave a portion 18 of the skin
14a open or exposed so that a very small portion of the
pressure sensitive surface could be used to hold the spotter
in a display container; the small exposed portion 18 could
hold the base of a spotter to the bottom of a flat display
case and the upper portion could be bent over as shown in
FIG. 4; one or a plurality of units could have their bases
stuck to the bottom of a display case and then folded down
in position.

The intermediate portion 12 of the spotter is flexible
and I have found from experience that a short piece of
tubing or pure Para rubber stands up best in use. The
base 11 preferably has a projection 15 on the upper side
thereof. The tube of rubber can be stretched and expanded
over the members 13 and 15. The normal resilience of the
rubber tube is sufficient to hold the parts together but is
obvious that the ends of the tubing may be glued or other-
wise fastened to the respective indicator and base por-
tions. The short piece of rubber tubing being both
flexible and elastic permits the spotter to take a large
amount of abuse and still remain operational. The
flexibility and elasticity of the rubber tube also causes
the spotter to snap back in place very rapidly from a
position shown in dotted lines in FIG. 4 to the full line
upright position.

Instead of stretching or expanding the rubber tube 12
over the members 13 and 15, the pieces of rubber tubing
can be immersed in a container of carbon tetrachloride
or tetracthylchloride or similar expanding chemical. After
the tubes are immersed for a short time in such chemicals,
they will expand to a size where they can be easily slipped
over the respective members 13 and 15 and then after
being exposed to air for a very short time, the ends of the
tubing will shrink in size and thus firmly anchor the
same in place.

It will be further obvious that the entire spotter unit,
that is, the indicator portion, the base portion and the
intermediate portion could all be formed of one integral
piece of plastic or rubber; however in such case, the inter-
mediate flexible portion of plastic would not provide
the snap up action provided by a rubber tube.

In FIG. 1 I have shown a luggage spotter unit 16
as applied to a conventional piece of luggage 17.

It will thus be seen that I have provided a luggage
spotting unit which is extremely inexpensive, which may
be readily applied to any surface such as a piece of
luggage by uncovering the pressure sensitive lower surface
of the base member. The indicator or flag portion unit is
readily discernible at a distance and the flexible inter-
mediate portion permits the unit to absorb forces from
any direction. When the intermediate portion is formed
of a rubber tube, it is very effective against exterior
punishment and because of the elasticity and resilience
of the tubing will cause the indicator portion to rapidly
snap back into place after any bending or twisting of the
unit. The base 11 of the unit is preferably of sufficient
size as to permit permanent securing of the spotter to the
piece of luggage and it is thus well adapted to receive
advertising material on the surface thereof.

I claim:

1. A luggage spotter unit comprising

an indicator portion,
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a base portion adapted to be adhered to a piece of

luggage or the like,

and an intermediate flexible portion connecting the

indicator and base portions, the intermediate portion
allowing the indicator portion to be bent over with-
out damage to the unit and being of such resilience
to cause the indicator portion to be returned to its
normal position when external forces are released.

2. The combination defined in claim 1 wherein the
three portions are independent elements, the indicator por-
tion and base portion being held in assembly by the
intermediate portion.

3. The combination defined in claim 1 wherein said
intermediate flexible portion is hollow.

4. The combination defined in claim 1 wherein said
intermediate flexible portion is formed from a length of
flexible resilient tubing.

5. The combination defined in claim 4 wherein said
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indicator member and base member have projecting por-
tions around which the tubing is stretched to hold the
parts in assembly.
6. The combination defined in claim 1 wherein the
base portion is provided with a surface of pressure
sensitive material.
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