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To all ?ph0?) ?# ?)adgy 00?ace?*?: ? 
Be it known that . I, MARTIN J. RYAN, . of 

the city of Brooklym, in the county of IKings 
and State of New York, lhawe imwented', cer 

· tain new and useful Improvements in Base 
Balls, which improvement is fully set forth 
and dleScribed in the "following Specification: 
This invention consists in certain nowel im 

prowementS and clhangeS in the method of 
cowering the ball proper, and in the peculiar 
shape of the leather, or other material, form 
ing Said cowering, the object, being to produce 
a ball perfectly spherical in its outward form, 
as well as to SO cover the ball that.rupturing 
will not occur with ordinary usage, the com 

| structiou', , application, ? and advantages of 
which will be herein fully pointed out and de 

'.scribed. : '' ? '' : '''... ... . . . " ? "'''"', ' · · · ·-' ' ' ' : '' 
| In , the drawings, which '.form an ' essential 

part of this Specification, Figure 1 is an ele 
wation of a ball, in which is embodied my im- ̀ 
welution. : "Fig.2 is a? Side | elevation, giving 

, another wieW of the Same; and Fig.8 is a plan 
wiew of · one of "the* trifurcated Sections of 

| leather forming one-half of the cover.' : · · · · · 
· · Similar letters of reference in the variou 
figures of the 

· · · Sponding partS. '' : , | • *•. . . " " : * ~ : 
'' . , , HeretOfore ini, tile" proceSS of manufacturing 
base -"balls much difficulty ', has been expe 
rienced in forming the exterior of the ºball 
perfectly Spherical in shape. . . The leather c0w 

? 'ers were cut into such.shapes that, when Sewed { 
together” on the ball, irregularitieS Would pre 

traWing Will indicate corre 

* selit themselves on the Surface of the covered 
ball, causing deviations from a perfect spliere. 

Im practical use, in a game of base-ball, it { 
is absolutely necessary' that the.º ball " used 
shall be perfect in all respectS, not.only With 
regard to itS interior construction and pack-" 

,'ing, but its exterior Surface must be perfectly 
| spherical, otherwise the imperfections in itS 
form, Will cause Serious dewiations from a di 
rect line during itS flight in the air. : ? 

* To those familiar with the 'game of base-l ? 
ball this defect is "well known, as well as the 
dlemand for itS correction. It is t0.owercome 
and obviate these 'faultS: in the ordinary ball 
that I have made my present invention. : '' ". 

? into the shape shown in F' 

. The usual method of cutting the leather 
cower has been to form it in two bifurcated 
pieces, Which, When Se?Wed together, formed 
the cower of the ball. It is simply impoSSible 
to Secure a perfect Sphere in this Way, to Say 
nothing of the great Strain on the Seams when 

· Sewed together. 
In carrying out my in wention, I make use of 

tWo trifurcated pieces of leather, or other 
· cowering material, of the shape , aS Shown 
plainly in F'ig. 8 of , the drawings. These 
pieces when SeWed together ower the filling of 

' the ball Will form a perfectly spherical cower; 
the Seams will also take Such position or lo 
cation on the Surface of the ball that, no mat 

· ter how tightly they may be sewed together, 
they will permit Sufficient expansion, as the 
ball is used, to render any liability to rupture 
out of the question. This a desideratum in 
a · baSe-ball, and newer before attained. · · · 
A, in Fig. 8, representS one of the , trifur 

cated pieceS of leather, or other Imaterial, 
Which forms 'one half of the ball-cower. A' 

· and B, in . FigS. 1 and 2, show the position 
| these pieceS take, and the location of the 
Seams, When . SeWed together as a cover to 
tilue ball. .''' : ':', 
The method of Stamping or cutting out 

these trifurcated pieces, the method of .form 
ing the interior of the ball, method of SeWing 
ou the c0wer, are the Same aS in the "€aSe 0f 

· theordinaryballs,and need no description here. 
A ball covered in the improwed method I 

have described Will not only present ahaud 
Some .exterior, but it Will outlast Seweral of 
the . ordinary make. ' * _, ,' 
Having thuS fully described my imwention, 

' what I claim aSuleW, and desire to Secure by. 
ILetterS Patent, is-- : . . ": ' ' .. '-', · · 

| A cower for balls, composed of two trifur 
cated pieces of leather or other material, cut 

~ Fig. 8, applied 'Sub 
stantially as herein set forth. · · · · · · · · · 

MARTIN J. RYAN. 
In preSence of 

A. Lu. MUNSON, 
B. G. WARID, 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

    

    

    

  


