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To all whom it may conceri:

Be it known that I, GErRHARDT E. GRIMM, 2
citizen of the United States, residing at Col-
lingswood, in the county of Camden and State
of New Jersey, have invented new and useful
Improvements in Antiseptic Attachments for
Telephone-Mouthpieces, of which the follow-
ing is a specification.

My present invention relates to antiseptic
covers or protectors for the mouthpieces of
telephones or other speech-transmitting n-
struments; and it has for its object to provide
a device of this character that will be simple
in construction, effective in operation, and
very inexpensive to manufacture.

Tt is a well-recognized factthat certain con-
tagious diseases are often transmitted from
one person to another through the mouth-
pieces or transmitters of telephones and other
speech-conveying instruments by a variety of
bacteria being deposited therein through the
constant interuse of such instruments, and it
is the purpose of this invention to provide a
simple and inexpensive contrivance for pre-
venting the spread of contagious diseases in
this manner.

T am aware that variously-constructed an-
tiseptic devices for telephone-transmitters
have heretofore been patented; but these de-
vices have not, so far as I am aware, gone
into general use, chiefly for the reason that
they are either too expensive or else they in-
terfere with the transmission of speech.

The prime objectof thisinventionisto pro-
videan antiseptic disk orcover for the mouth-
pieces of telephones thatcanbé manufactured
and sold so cheap as to be within the reach
of all users of telephones and which will in

no manner interfere with the transmission of |

speech.

A further and important object of the in-
vention is to provideadevice of the character
deseribed that may be packed and shipped
and also carried in the pocket perfectly flat,
so-as to occupy little or no space, and which
may be readily and quickly applied to and
removed from the telephone-mouthpiece.

A still further purpose of the invention is
to provide a device of the kind referred to

having sufficient surface arca to receive ad-
vertising matter whereby the device may be
employed as an advertising medium in addi-
tion to its other and more important functions.

Briefly and generally stated, the invention
comprises two annull or other similarly-
shaped disks of relatively stiff paper or simi-
lar material, between which is secured a disk
or sheet of tissue-paper, gauze, or other thin
fibrous material treated with an antiseptic
solution, one of said annuli being provided
with integral tongues that normally liein the
same plane therewith, but which may be read-
ily bent outward at an angle thereto, so as to
form resilient attaching means, whereby the
device can be quickly attached to or removed
from the mouthpiece of a telephone.

In order to enable others to understand,
malke, and use my said invention, I will now
proceed to describe the same in detail, refer-
ence being had for this purpose to the accom-
panying drawings, in which—

Figure 1isa view of the mouthpiece of atele-
phone, showing my attachment applied there-
to. Fig. 2is a perspective view looking at
the rear face of the attachment, the attaching-
tongues being bent outward in the position
they assume when the device isin position on
a telephone-transmitter. Fig. 3isaplan view
looking at the front face of the attachment.
Tig. 4 is a similar view of the rear face theve-
of. TFig. 5 is a sectional view of the device.
Tig. 6 is an edge view of the various parts of
the device shown separated.

In constructing my invention I cut or stamp
from a sheet of relatively stiff paper or other
suitable material a disk or annulus 1, whose
opening 2 is preferably slightly smaller than
the maximum diameter of the mouthpiece-
opening of the telephone, although the size
of this opening 2 may vary to suit. In all
cases, however, I prefer to make the disk or
annulus sufficiently wide to receive on its face
printed advertisements, and the device may
then be used as an advertising medium.

To the rear side of the disk or annulus 11
attach a sheet or disk of tissue-paper, gauze,
or other suitable fibrous material 3 that has
been previously treated with an antiseptic so-
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lution or substance, said antiseptic disk
sheet 3 covering the opening 2 in the disk or
annulus 1, as shown. 1T then cut or stamp
froma sheet of paper, thin cardboard, orother
comparatively stiff material a second disk or
annulus 4, which is preferably, but not neces-
sarily, of the same shape and dimensions as
the disk or annulus 1. Extending outward
from the inner edge of the opening 5 in the
annulus 4 is a phuality of pairs of parallel
slits or cuts 6, the slits of each pairv slightly
separated to provide between them an in-
wardly-extending tongue 7, said tongues con-
stituting the means for attaching the device
to the mouthpiece 8 of a telephone, as more
clearly shown in Fig. 1. In the presant in-
stance I have shown the disk or annulus 4
as provided with three tongues 7; but I do
not wish to be limited to this number, as 1

may employ a greater or less number, as de-
sired.  As more clearly shown in the draw-

ings, each of the tongues 7 projects for a
slight distance beyond the inner edge of the
opening 5. - This is of ad vantage, since it per-
mits of the free ends of the tongues being
casily engaged by the finger when it is de-
sired to bend them forward in position to be
attached to a mouthpiece.

The disk or annulus 4, after being formed,
is pasted or otherwise secured to the rear side
of the the disk or annulus 1, so that it will
cover the attached portions of the antiseptic
disk or sheet 3, and the article is then com-
plete and ready for use.

In its normal condition the entire device is
perfectly flat, as will be seen, the tongues nor-
mally lying in the planc of the disk or an-
nulus from which they are struck. This per-
mits of a number of the articles being com-
pactly packed, so that they will occupy but a
small space, or, if desired, a single article may
be conveniently carried by the user in his
card-case or in an envelop, and thus be ready
for immediate use whenever desired.

[ do not wish to be understood as limiting
myself to the precise manner of forming and
arranging the attaching - tongues as herein
shown, as they may be otherwise formed with-
out.departing from the spirit and scope of the
invention as defined in the appended claims.
Likewise I do not wish to limit myself to a
circular disk or annulus, for it will be obvious
that I may make the samc rectangular or of
other shape. In fact, where a greater adver-
tising-space is desired it will be preferable to
make the disks or annuli of rectangular con-
figuration.

In the accompanying drawings and in the
foregoing description 1 have shown and de-

-seribed what L consider the preferable way of

constructing the device; but it will be obyi-
ous that changes may be made without do-
parting from the spirit of the invention. For

instance, I may employ only one disk or an-
nulus, like that shown in Fig. 4, and attach

773,286

or [ the antiseptic sheet or disk 8 direct to the face

of this, thus dispensing with one of the disks
orannuli. This would reduce the cost to some
little extent, but would not ¢ive so neat an
appearance to the device as where the two
disks or annuli are employed.

By constructing the tongues as shown the
device may be secured to mouthpieces of va-
rying sizes, and owing to the fact that the
tongues have a certain amount of resiliency
orspring they will tightly embrace the mouth-
picce, and thus hold the device firmly in po-
sition.

By the term ““annulus” as employed in thisg
specification and in the appended claims T do
not wish to be understood as limiting myself
to a circular or ring-like body, as this term
is used in a broader sense to mean a disk or
sheet of any conficuration having an open-
ing therethrough.

What I claim, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is—

1. Adeviceot the character described, com-
prising a disk having an opening there-
through, a thin sheet of antiseptic material
sccured to the face of the disk and covering
the opening, and a plurality of relati vely nar-
row resilient integral tongues carried by the
disk, the point of attachment of each tongue
being within the marginal edge of the disk
and the free end of each tongue extending
inwardly.

2. A device of the character described, com-
prising two disks each having an opening
therethrough, said disks being secured to-
gether face to face with an interposed sheet
of antiseptic material covering the disk-open-
ings, and a plurality of pairs of slits in one of
the disks, said slits extending outward from
the edge of the disk-opening and terminating
at a point between said opening and the per-
imeter of the disk, the material between the
pairs of slits forming resilient tongues that
normally lie in the plane of the disk from
which they are formed and the base of each
tongue being within the marginal edge of the
disk.

3. A device of the character deseribed, com-
prising an annulus having a plurality of rela-
tively narrow resilient tongues struck from
the body of the annulus at points within the
perimeter thereof, said tongues normally ly-
ing in the plane of the annulus and having
their free ends extending inward beyond the
edge of the annulus-opening, and a thin sheet
of antiseptic material secured to the face of
the annulus and covering the said opening.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand in presence of two subscribing wit-
nesses.

GERHARDT E. GRIMM.
Witnesses:
SaMUEL R. Reeb,
Joserir J. SLEEPRR.
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