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57 ABSTRACT 

A chalk line holder comprises a housing having a par 
tition dividing the housing into two compartments. 
Each of a pair of substantially coaxially mounted 
spools is rotatably mounted in a corresponding one of 
the compartments. A chalk line of a first desired color 
is wound on one of the spools and a chalk line of a 
second desired color is wound on the other spool. 
Coupling devices are provided in the spools for selec 
tively coupling a shaft for rotating the spools to a de 
sired one of the spools for separate rotation. A handle 
outside the housing is coupled to the shaft for manu 
ally rotating the spools. 

1 Claim, 3 Drawing Figures 
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3,897,023 
CHALK LINE HOLDER 

DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to a chalk line holder. 
The principal object of the invention is to provide a 

chalk line holder of simple structure which provides 
two chalk lines of different color separately with facil 
ity, ease, convenience and simplicity. 

In order that the invention may be readily carried 
into effect, it will now be described with reference to 
the accompanying drawing, wherein: 
FIG. 1 is a view, partly in section, of an embodiment 

of the chalk line holder of the invention; 
FIG. 2 is a view, partly in section, taken along the 

lines 2-2, of FIG. 1; and 
FIG. 3 is a view, partly in section, taken along the 

lines 3-3, of FIG. 1. 
The chalk line holder of the invention comprises a 

housing 1 having a partition 2 dividing the housing into 
two compartments 3 and 4 (FIG. 1). A pair of substan 
tially coaxially mounted spools 5 and 6 are rotatably 
mounted in the housing 1 (FIG. 1). The spool 5 is 
mounted in the compartment 3 and the spool 6 is 
mounted in the compartment 4. 
A chalk line 7 of a first desired color is wound on the 

spool 5 (FIG. 1) and a chalk line 8 of a second desired 
color is wound on the spool 6 (FIG. 1). The first and 
second colors may be different. The housing 1 has an 
aperture 9 formed therethrough in the compartment 3 
for passage of the chalk line 7 (FIG. 1). The housing 1 
has an aperture 10 formed therethrough in the com 
partment 4 for passage of the chalk line 8 (FIG. 1). 
A shaft 11 (FIG. 1) rotates the spools 5 and 6. Cou 

pling devices are provided in the spools 5 and 6 for se 
lectively coupling the shaft 11 to a desired one of the 
spools for separate rotation. The shaft 11 is axially slid 
able relative to the spools 5 and 6. The shaft 11 is 
locked in position by a spring-loaded ball 12 (FIG. 1). 
The shaft 11 is thus in correspondence with an annular 
groove 13 or an annular groove 14 axially spaced from 
the groove 13. The coupling devices comprise a pair of 
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splines 15 (FIGS. 1 and 2) and 16 (FIGS. 1 and 3) co 
axially positioned with the shaft 11 and angularly dis 
placed from each other in planes perpendicular to the 
axis 17 of the shaft (FIG. 1). 
A handle 18 (FIG. 1) outside the housing 1 is cou 

pled to the shaft 11 for rotating the spools 5 and 6. 
While the invention has been described by means of 

a specific example and in the specific embodiment, we 
do not wish to be limited thereto, for obvious modifica 
tions will occur to those skilled in the art without de 
parting from the spirit and scope of the invention. 
We claim: 
1. A chalk line holder, comprising 
a housing having a partition dividing the housing into 
two compartments, the housing having an aperture 
formed therethrough in each compartment for pas 
sage of a corresponding chalk line; 

a shaft; 
a pair of susbstantially coaxially mounted spools each 

rotatably mounted on said shaft in a corresponding 
one of the compartments, said shaft being axially 
slidable relative to said spools; 

chalk line of a first desired color wound on one of the 
spools; 

chalk line of a second desired color wound on the 
other of the spools; 

coupling means for selectively coupling the shaft to 
a desired one of the spools for separate rotation by 
said shaft, the coupling means comprising a spline 
connection for each of said spools, said spline con 
nection being coaxially positioned with the shaft 
and angularly displaced from each other in planes 
perpendicular to the axis of the shaft whereby axial 
displacement of the shaft in a predetermined direc 
tion engages a corresponding one of the spline con 
nections with a corresponding one of the spools for 
rotation of such spool; and 

handle means outside the housing coupled to the 
shaft for manually rotating the spools. 
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