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TRUSS BRACE AND TRUSS STRUCTURE MADE THEREWITH

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a truss brace for use to brace and accurately space

trusses during construction of buildings or the like and to provide support for trusses after

their installation.

Trusses are used in construction of buildings or the like to provide support for

decking such as roof sheathing and flooring. Such trusses tend to be very long and

although designed to adequately support downward loading, their length permits lateral

movement of the trusses and truss components affecting the spacing therebetween.

Bracing trusses is important to insure efficient construction. Accurate spacing of the

trusses is also important because roof sheathing and flooring secured to trusses is typically

precisely cut to standard dimensions, e.g. four foot by eight foot sheets of plywood or

OSB (oriented strand board). Also, some roofing, sheet metal, is also precisely
dimensioned likewise requiring accurate placement of trusses in order to install and secure

the roofing in place. When preformed trusses are erected to form a roof for example, a
first truss is placed in position on supporting walls in an upright position and held upright

with suitable bracing. A second truss is then erected in position and held to the first truss

with inter-truss bracing. Typically, inter-truss bracing for wood roof trusses is an elongate

board, a 1X4, that is secured to a truss chord and extends laterally from the trusses to

provide bracing for several trusses, the bracing being held in place with supplemental

mechanical fasteners. In the construction of metal truss systems, an elongate rolled

section of metal, e.g. a hat channel is used instead of the wood 1X4. It is secured in place

to multiple trusses with mechanical fasteners. Although both of these brace systems are
effective in achieving truss bracing, the overhang of an elongate board or channel for

bracing requires extra labor in maneuvering subsequent trusses into place to avoid hitting

the inter-truss bracing. The brace, because of its projecting into the area where the next

truss is to be positioned, blocks freedom of movement of the subsequent trusses to position

them in the proper location where the brace is projecting. An alternate and less desirable

brace for wood trusses included short brace strips which were cut to a length generally at

the construction site. The length is generally equivalent to the center-to-center spacing of

the trusses and nailed into place onto two truss chords and spanned between only two

trusses, immediate nailing being required to hold them in place. This required additional

labor to maintain bracing as well as proper spacing. Even though the use of bracing that

spanned several trusses was more effective at bracing and spacing, it caused the

aforementioned inefficiency in maneuvering the trusses into place. Further, wood bracing

if positioned on top of the truss chords had to be removed to install the sheathing so the
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sheathing would lie flat on the trusses. An example ofa roof truss and truss brace are

disclosed in U. S. Patent 5,884,448 and is designed to be used with wood trusses. It

utilizes integral nails for securement to the sides and tops of the truss top chords. This

brace provides an improved brace, but still requires some additional effort and time upon

installation to drive the nails into the sides of the truss members.

Increasingly, formed metal components are being used in place of wood in

construction and are not readily adapted for use with accessories designed for use with

wood components. Accessories for use with metal components such as truss braces need to

be easy to position and secure since fastening requires special fasteners and the brace

cannot easily be temporarily tacked in place and then moved to a final position for final

securement. An example of such a fastener is a self tapping screw, e.g. a Tek® screw. In

order to improve efficiency in construction, the quantity of fasteners should be kept low to

reduce labor costs. Further, braces should be easy to position both preliminarily and

finally and hold in alignment to brace the trusses against movement and to accurately

position the trusses to reduce labor cost and provide good quality construction in the

finished structure. Once finally positioned, the braces should be easy to secure in position.

Further, such braces would also desirably help brace the trusses against lateral movement

after construction of the truss system is completed. In order to reduce cumulative error

over wide surfaces that span many truss systems, in roof construction, the braces

would desirably be self squaring to the trusses to facilitate their installation. Moreover, it

would be desirable to have the braces interlock and thereby form a run or row of braces in

line to also facilitate construction of a truss system.

Thus, there is need for a simple brace for use with formed metal trusses that is

efficient and simple to use to reliably brace trusses to form a truss system. The brace

should also reliably space the trusses on predetermined centers along their length and be

inexpensive to manufacture.
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SSUMMARY OF THE INVENTION(-i

SThe present invention provides a brace for use in spacing structural trusses in a

O truss system, each truss being formed by truss components, the brace comprising a beam
having opposite first and second ends, a first retainer extending from the first end of the
beam, the first retainer having a transversely extending channel adapted to receive a truss
component therein and to connect the brace to a truss in a self-retaining position on the
truss such that the beam extends generally perpendicularly outwardly from the truss
toward an adjacent truss in the truss system, said first retainer is constructed for
resiliently flexing when receiving a truss component for snap-locking engagement with
the truss component, a second retainer extending from the second end of the beam being

Sadapted for engaging said adjacent truss for holding said adjacent truss and the truss in
spaced relation relative to each other within the truss system.

Preferably the first retainer is constructed for self-retaining connection of the
brace to the truss component without piercing the truss component.

Preferably the first retainer has a hole therein for receiving a fastener for fixing
the brace to the truss component.

Preferably the first retainer is configured for receiving a second retainer of an
adjacent brace therebetween and onto the truss component.

Preferably the first and second retainers of the adjacent braces overlap each other
on the truss component, the overlapping first and second retainers having at least one
aligned hole therein.

Preferably the brace further comprises at least one fastener extending through the
at least one aligned hole in the overlapping braces for affixing the braces to the truss
component.

Preferably the second retainer comprises a channel extending transversely of the
beam and sized for receiving a truss component of another truss therein.

The present invention also provides a truss system comprising, trusses arranged in
spaced apart, generally side-by-side relation in a structure, plural elongate braces, each
individual brace extending between adjacent trusses and engaging the trusses for
maintaining a desired spacing therebetween, the braces being arranged in a row
extending generally orthogonally to the sides of the trusses such that the longitudinal
axes of the braces are generally coincident, at least some of the braces in the row
overlapping each other where both engage the same truss, a first retainer on a first end of
the brace, the first retainer engaging a truss component and connecting the brace to a
truss in a self-retaining position on the truss, a second retainer on a second end of the
brace engaging said adjacent truss for holding said adjacent truss and the truss in spaced
relation relative to each other within the truss system, said retainers overlying the trusses

H,\Luisa\Keep\Speci\2001245375,doc 7/10/04
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are sufficiently thin that they will not interfere with sheathing secured to the trusses, the
first and second retainers of adjacent braces in a row overlapping each other on one of the

O trusses, the first retainer having a transverse channel therein extending less than the depth
N1 of the brace and receiving a component of said one truss therein to connect the brace to

said one truss.
IPreferably the braces are arranged in plural rows between the trusses.

Preferably the first and second retainers of adjacent braces in a row overlapping
ieach other on one of the trusses, the overlapping first and second retainers having aligned

holes therein.

Preferably the truss system further comprises fasteners extending through the
aligned holes in the overlapping braces in the row and into the truss for affixing the
braces to the truss.

Preferably the braces in the row are free of fixed connection to the trusses and are
slidable along the trusses for selective location of the braces along the trusses.

Preferably the second retainer comprises a channel extending transversely of the
brace less than the depth of the brace and receiving a truss component of an adjacent one
of the trusses therein.

Generally the truss structure of the preferred embodiment of the present invention
utilizes a plurality of generally parallel trusses with braces secured to and extending
between the chords of adjacent trusses for bracing and to position and maintain the
trusses in generally parallel relationship. The braces utilize a snap lock preferably on
both ends to secure and position themselves on adjacent trusses. The snap locks can each
include a channel for capturing a truss therein preventing lateral movement of one truss
relative to the other truss. A brace bridging a pair of trusses will interlock with a brace
bridging one of the bridged trusses with another adjacent truss and then additional braces
will be used between the other erected trusses to fix the trusses in place after erection.
The braces will retain themselves in place where preliminarily positioned until
permanently secured in place with fasteners. The fasteners and portions of the braces
overlying the trusses are sufficiently thin that they will not interfere with the sheathing
secured to the trusses. Moreover, the braces can be positioned where the edges of
adjacent sheets of sheathing abut to help support the edges of the sheathing and to place
some of the fasteners at the gaps between the sheathing members to provide space for the
fasteners to further reduce curving of the sheathing at the fasteners.

Among preferred features of the present invention may be noted the provision of
a brace for securing trusses at predetermined center spacings; the provision of a brace for
use with metal trusses; the provision of a brace that will automatically square itself on the
truss and between two adjacent trusses; the provision of a brace that will interlock with

H:\Luisa\Keep\Speci\2001245375.doc 7/10/04
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another brace to form a brace run extending across and spacing a series of generally
parallel trusses; the provision of a brace that will retain itself in a preliminary or final

O position before being finally secured in place; the provision of a brace that is inexpensive
N, to manufacture; the provision of a brace that can be formed as one piece from metal

sheet; the provision of a brace that will provide snap lock connection to a truss; and the
provision of a truss system that utilizes such a brace with metal trusses to position at
plurality of trusses in generally parallel relationship.

t Other preferred features will be in part apparent and in part pointed out
C hereinafter.

SBRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a brace mounted for use in spacing trusses;
Fig. 2 is a side elevation view of a pair of braces mounted to a truss chord with

portions broken away to show details;

Fig. 3 is a plan view of a plurality of braces mounted to a plurality of trusses and
showing one piece of sheathing in phantom secured thereto;

Fig. 4 is a fragmentary side elevation view of a brace with portions broken away
to show detail thereof;

Fig. 5 is a fragmentary plan view of a brace with detail broken away to show
detail thereof; and

Fig. 6 is a fragmentary perspective view of adjacent trusses, shown partly in
phantom, with braces secured to and extending in rows between adjacent trusses.

Corresponding reference characters indicate corresponding parts throughout the
several views of the drawings.

H,\Luisa\Keep\Speci\2001245375.doc 7/10/04
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION

As seen in Figs. 1, 4 and 5, a brace, designated generally as 10, is shown. The

brace 10 is operable to fasten to and maintain trusses 12 in generally parallel spaced apart

relation. The truss 12 when used in a roof includes a truss top chord 13. Such roof trusses

are well known in the art and generally comprise a pair of top chords 13 to which

sheathing 18 is secured and one or more bottom chords (not shown) connected to the top

chords as is known. Reinforcing webs (not shown) can be connected between top and

bottom chords to reinforce the truss against bending under load. A plurality of braces 

are mounted to the trusses 12 and form one or more lines or rows 14 of braces 10 in end-

to-end relation forming a truss system designated generally as 16 (Figs. 3, The braces

and hence the rows 14 are preferably generally normal to the longitudinal axes of the

chords 13. The braces 10 interconnect and maintain the chords 13 in generally parallel

relationship along their lengths. Overlayment or sheathing 18 is secured to the chords 13

of truss system 16 by suitable fasteners (not shown), to form a roof, floor, or the like

(broadly "deck"), only one sheet being shown for clarity of the truss system 16. The

sheathing is positioned in end-to-end and side-to-side abutting relation to form the deck.

As shown in Fig. 1, the brace 10 includes a central beam portion 22 with opposite

ends 24, 26. In a preferred embodiment, the brace 10 is formed from sheet metal, e.g.,

galvanized steel with a gage in the range of about 14 thru about 24, preferably about 

cut to form and then bent to a channel shape. The beam 22 includes a web 28 with

depending spaced apart legs 30, 32 integral with the web all extending along a substantial

portion of the length of the beam 22. The legs 30, 32 are generally parallel to one another

and generally normal to the web 28. To facilitate formation of the beam 22, the web 28

and legs 30, 32 are generally planar.

The brace 10 includes latching retainers (generally indicate at 36 and 38) extending

from the ends 24, 26 and operable for mounting the brace in self retaining position on

chords 13 of adjacent trusses 12 without the requirement of a supplemental fastener or

other securement means. The retainers are also operable to permit movement of a brace

longitudinally along the chords 13 to permit adjustment of its position before finally

securing the brace 10 to the trusses while remaining attached to the chords. As a result,

the chords 13 are restrained against relative lateral movement during adjustment of the

brace 10. It is contemplated that in some circumstances, some or all of the braces 10 could

be removed from mounting on the chords 13 prior to securing all the sheathing 18 to the

chords. The retainers 36, 38 have resiliently deformable components (described

hereinafter) operable to form snap lock connections of the braces 10 to the chords 13

requiring no fasteners or other form of supplemental securement to initially attach the
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braces to the trusses 12. The retainers are also operable to allow the positioning of the

braces in the rows or lines 14 in generally end-to-end relation (even though there will be

some overlap of adjacent braces 10 at their ends when interlocked, they can still be

considered to be in end-to-end relation). Interlocking adjacent braces at the chords permits

the use of the same fastener 40 to secure two braces 10 to a chord 13 (Fig. A brace 

can be provided with apertures 41A, B adjacent the opposite ends of the brace to facilitate

installation of the fasteners 40 for affixing the brace to the trusses 12. When the braces are

installed, the apertures 41A, B will be in alignment for overlapping braces on the same

chord 13. Further, the retainers 36, 38 are operable to mount a brace 10 to a truss and

automatically position the brace such that its longitudinal axis is generally normal or

perpendicular to the longitudinal axis of the chords 13 to which the brace is mounted.

The retainer 36 includes a channel 44 that extends generally normal or transverse

to the longitudinal axis of the brace 10 and, in use on a floor or roof truss, opens generally

downwardly. The channel 44 is defined on two sides by a tongue 46 extending from the

web 28 and generally coplanar therewith and a flange 48 that extends downwardly from a

distal end of the tongue 46 being generally normal thereto and runs generally parallel to

the channel 44 forming one lateral side thereof with the tongue forming a top side. The
legs 30, 32 have end edges 50, 52 spaced from the flange 48 and define a lateral third side

of the channel 44. The end edges 50, 52 each have an edge portion 54 commencing at a

ledge 56 and are downwardly and inwardly tapered therefrom forming a tapered lead in to

the channel 44. Preferably the angle of taper is in the range of about 100 thru about 25 o

and is indicated as angle A as best seen in Fig. 4. The ledges 56 and tongue 46 form a

hook with a throat designated 58 for a purpose later described. The tongue 46 has width

W and the distal end of the ledges 56 is spaced from the inside surface of the flange 48 a

distance D. The throat 58 opens into the channel 44 and generally outwardly from the

beam 22 and toward the distal end of the tongue 46.

The retainer 38 includes a channel 64 (Fig. 4) that extends generally normal or

transverse to the longitudinal axis of the brace 10 and in use on a floor or roof truss opens

generally downwardly. Channel 64 is generally parallel to channel 44 to receive

respective ones of parallel chords 13. The channel 64 is defined on one side by a yoke 66

extending from the web 28. As seen in Fig. 1, the yoke 66 includes a generally Y-shaped

panel 68 with two fingers 70 at the distal end. The panel 68 is preferably generally

coplanar with the web 28. The fingers 70 define an opening 72 therebetween which is in

line with the web 28 of the beam 22. The opening 72 has a width W1 which is slightly

larger than the width W of the tongue 46 so that the tongue of another brace 10 can fit in

the opening 72 between fingers 70. A flange 74 depends from the distal end of each finger

with each flange extending generally transverse or normal to the longitudinal axis of
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the brace 10 and generally normal to the panel 68. The flanges 74 have inturned lips 76

(toward the beam 22) that are spaced from the panel 68 and generally parallel thereto. The

flanges 74, panel 68 and lips 76 form hooks with inwardly (toward the beam 22) opening

throats 80. The legs 30, 32 have distal end edges 82, 84 respectively. Ears 86, 88 extend
longitudinally away from the end edges 82, 84 respectively forming ledges 90, 92

respectively. The ledges 90, 92, respective end edges 82, 84 and a bottom surface 94 of

the panel 68 define a hook with a throat 96 that faces or opens outwardly from the beam

22 and generally toward the throats 80. The channel 64 is defined by the bottom surface

94 of the panel 68, the flanges 74 and the edges 82, 84. The flanges 74 cooperate with the

end edges 82, 84 to position the brace when mounted to a truss 12 and provide a brace that

will automatically square itself to a truss when mounted thereon.

The chord 13 is preferably made of metal, but other materials could be employed.

A truss having metal chords of this type is disclosed in co-assigned U.S. Patent 5,457,927

to M. Pellock and assigned to MiTek Holdings, Inc., the disclosure of which is

incorporated herein by reference. Such a chord is sold under the trademark Ultra-Span by

Mitek Industries, Inc. of St. Louis, Missouri. The truss 12 is comprised of two or more

upper chords 13 and a connector chord 99 as is known in the art. As seen in Fig. 2, the

chord 13 includes a longitudinal rail 100 and a longitudinal web 102 which preferably are

integral. A rib 104 is formed in the web 102 and extends laterally from one side face of

the web 102 along the length thereof. At the bottom edge 106 of the web 102, there is

provided an L-shaped member 108 that extends along the length of the chord 13 and is
preferably an integral part of the chord. The rail 100 includes a support web 110 with a

top surface 112 and opposite edges 114, 116 running along the length of the rail 100. A

pair of laterally spaced apart and generally parallel stiles 118, 120 depend (when in use on

floors and roofs) from a respective edge and extend along the length of the rail 100. The

stile 118 has a height H less than the height H1 of the throat 58 of the retainer 36 and

slightly less than the height H2 of the throats 80 of the retainer 38. The stile 120 has a
height H3 less than the height H4 of the throat 96 of the retainer 38. An intermediate web

122 extends between the web 102 and the stile 120 integrally connecting the same

together. The stile 118 has a bottom and downwardly facing edge 124. The edge 124 and

the intermediate web 122 form latching shoulders extending along the length of the rail

100 for a purpose later described. The stile 118 and web 110 form a latching member that

projects laterally outwardly from the rail 100 and the stile 120, web 110 and the web 122

form a second latching member that projects laterally outwardly from the rail 100 in a

transverse direction opposite to that of the other latching member. Both latching

members extend along the length of the chord 13.

In use, the trusses 12 are mounted in place to form a roof or the like with their
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In use, the trusses 12 are mounted in place to form a roof or the like with their

opposite ends secured at a predetermined spacing, two feet center-to-center. At a

predetermined location along the length of a first chord 13, preferably the end truss 12, the

brace 10 is placed on the rail 100 of the chord by hooking the lip 76 of the retainer 38

under the edge 124 with the brace 10 being raised at an angle relative to plane defined by

webs 110. The brace 10 is then rotated or pivoted downwardly until the bottom surface of

the panel 68 engages the web 110 and the ledges 90, 92 latch under the ledge formed by

the web 122. The panel 68 resiliently deforms allowing the ears 86, 88 to pass over the

stile 120 and then thereunder whereby the ledges 90, 92 engage the intermediate web 122.

The rail 100 is thus positioned and retained in the channel 64 between the flanges 74 and

the edges 82, 84. The latching retainer 38 and hence the brace 10 is latched to the chord

13. When the brace 10 is rotated downwardly, the next chord 13 has its rail 100 received

in channel 44 and retained between the flange 48 and edges 52, 54. Also, the adjacent rail

100 is latched to the brace 10 by having the stile 118 in the throat 58 retained between the

ledges 56 and the bottom surface of the tongue 46. During movement of the rail 100 into

the channel 44, the tongue 46 can resiliently deform allowing expansion of the opening

into the channel 44. The taper of the edge portions 54 also facilitates the installation of the

brace 10 on the second truss 12 by wedging the chord 13 into the throat 58. The resiliency

of the tongue 46 and the taper of the edge portions 54 leading to the throat 58 provide a

snap-on connection. The latching retainer 36 and hence the brace 10 is latched to the

chord 13 of the adjacent truss 12 in a manner not requiring piercing the chords 13. Thus,
the adjacent trusses 12 and their chords 13 are retained in the appropriate spaced relation.

If need be, the installed brace 10 may be moved longitudinally along the chords 13 to

adjust its longitudinal position prior to securement with fasteners 

A third truss is then erected and a second brace 10 is then installed in end-to-end

relation (there will be some overlap with the prior installed brace) with the preceding brace

after which the next truss is erected and brace installed until all the trusses are erected.

The subsequent brace has its yoke 66 placed in overlying relation to the tongue 46 of the

already installed brace 10. The fingers 70 are positioned on opposite sides of the tongue

46 and the tongue fits within the opening 72. The second and subsequent braces 10 are

then installed as was the first brace forming a row 14 of braces 10. A brace 10 captures

the adjacent chords 13 and positively prevent relative lateral movement therebetween

without the need for fasteners such as screws or nails. Fasteners 40 are then installed

through the aligned openings 41A, 41B of overlapped retainers 36, 38 with one fastener

being capable of securing two braces 10 to one chord 13. Additional rows 14 of braces 

can be installed across the trusses 12 during or after truss erection if desired. The spacing

of the rows of braces can be any desired spacing. It is contemplated that the braces can be
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positioned to underlie abutting ends of sheathing 18 to help support the sheathing ends,
Fig. 3.

In view of the above, it will be seen that the several objects of the invention are

achieved and other advantageous results attained.

When introducing elements of the present invention or the preferred
~embodiment(s) thereof, the articles an," "the, and "said" areintended to mean that

there are one or more of the elements. The terms "comprising," "including," and "having"

are intended to be inclusive and mean that there may be additional elements other than the

listed elements.

As various changes could be made in the above constructions without departing

from the scope of the invention, it is intended that all matter contained in the above

description or shown in the accompanying drawings shall be interpreted as illustrative and

not- in a limiting sense.

With reference to the use of the word(s) "comprise" or "comprises" or

"comprising" in the foregoing description and/or in the following claims, we note that

unless the context requires otherwise, those words are used on the basis and clear

understanding that they are to be interpreted inclusively, rather than exclusively, and that

we intend each of those words to be so interpreted in construing the foregoing description

and/or the following claims.

It is to be understood that the prior art publications referred to herein, do

not constitute an admission that that the publication forms a part of the common general

knowledge in the art, in Australia or in any other country.
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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: W

1. A brace for use in spacing structural trusses in a truss system, each truss being

formed by truss components, the brace comprising a beam having opposite first and

second ends, a first retainer extending from the first end of the beam, the first retainer

having a transversely extending channel adapted to receive a truss component therein and

to connect the brace to a truss in a self-retaining position on the truss such that the beam

extends generally perpendicularly outwardly from the truss toward an adjacent truss in the

truss system, said first retainer is constructed for resiliently flexing when receiving a truss

component for snap-locking engagement with the truss component, a second retainer

extending from the second end of the beam being adapted for engaging said adjacent truss

for holding said adjacent truss and the truss in spaced relation relative to each other within

the truss system.

2. A brace as set forth in claim 1 wherein the first retainer is constructed for self-

retaining connection of the brace to the truss component without piercing the truss

component.

3. A brace as set forth in claim 1 wherein the first retainer has a hole therein for

receiving a fastener for fixing the brace to the truss component.

4. A brace as set forth in claim 1 wherein the first retainer is configured for receiving

a second retainer of an adjacent brace therebetween and onto the truss component.

A brace as set forth in claim 4 wherein the first and second retainers of the adjacent

braces overlap each other on the truss component, the overlapping first and second

retainers having at least one aligned hole therein.

6. A brace as set forth in claim 5 further comprising at least one fastener extending

through the at least one aligned hole in the overlapping braces for affixing the braces to the

truss component.

7. A brace as set forth in claim 1 wherein the second retainer comprises a channel

extending transversely of the beam and sized for receiving a truss component of another

truss therein.

18-10-2001
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8. A truss system comprising, trusses arranged in spaced apart, generally side-by-
N, side relation in a structure, plural elongate braces, each individual brace extending
O between adjacent trusses and engaging the trusses for maintaining a desired spacing

0 therebetween, the braces being arranged in a row extending generally orthogonally to the

sides of the trusses such that the longitudinal axes of the braces are generally coincident,
at least some of the braces in the row overlapping each other where both engage the same

I truss, a first retainer on a first end of the brace, the first retainer engaging a truss
Cc component and connecting the brace to a truss in a self-retaining position on the truss, a

second retainer on a second end of the brace engaging said adjacent truss for holding said
10 adjacent truss and the truss in spaced relation relative to each other within the truss

Ssystem, said retainers overlying the trusses are sufficiently thin that they will not interfere
i with sheathing secured to the trusses, the first and second retainers of adjacent braces in a

row overlapping each other on one of the trusses, the first retainer having a transverse
channel therein extending less than the depth of the brace and receiving a component of
said one truss therein to connect the brace to said one truss.

9. A truss system as set forth in claim 8 wherein the braces are arranged in plural
rows between the trusses.

10. A truss system as set forth in claim 9 wherein the first and second retainers of
adjacent braces in a row overlapping each other on one of the trusses, the overlapping
first and second retainers having aligned holes therein.

11. A truss system as set forth in claim 10 further comprising fasteners extending
through the aligned holes in the overlapping braces in the row and into the truss for
affixing the braces to the truss.

12. A truss system as set forth in claim 8 wherein the braces in the row are free of
fixed connection to the trusses and are slidable along the trusses for selective location of
the braces along the trusses.

13. A truss system as set forth in claim 8 wherein the second retainer comprises a
channel extending transversely of the brace less than the depth of the brace and receiving
a truss component of an adjacent one of the trusses therein.
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MITEK HOLDINGS INC.
By their Patent Attorneys
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