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4 Claims. 

This invention relates to improvements in 
bridge devices of a character designed to permit 
vehicles to pass freely over fire or other hose 
ines without injury to the latter. 
A principal object of the invention is to pro 

vide a device of this character that shall be Sub 
stantially free from the tendency of the prior 
devices of the same class to creep or move under 
the thrusts imposed thereon by the vehicle 
wheels; and which by reason of the novel anchor 
ing means hereinafter described is not Subject to 
displacement from the hose or from its original 
position upon the road or other underlying Sur 
face. 
Another object of the invention is to provide a 

device of the stated character that shall be chal 
acterized by relative simplicity of form and 
cheapness of manufacture, and that shall be 
capable of being folded for storage into a rela 
tively compact bundle. 
In the attached drawings: 
Figure 1 is a plan view of a hose bridge made 

in accordance with my invention; 
Fig. 2 is a sectional view on the line 2-2, Fig. 

1, and 
Fig. 3 is an end elevational view of the device. 
With reference to the drawings, my device 

comprises in a preferred embodiment a flat, flex 
ible base element , which in the present instance 
may consist of a suitably wide and long Strip or 
sheet of webbing or rubberized textile fabric. 
Centrally located upon the base element is an 
elevated bridge section 2 having a cavity 3, in 
the form, in the present instance, of a transverse 
channel, for reception of the hose 4, the latter 
resting upon the said base element. In the pres 
ent instance, the bridge section 2 is composed of 
a plurality of blocks 5 which are suitably secured 
to the base element f, and which at each side of 
the cavity 3 are shaped and graded as to size to 
form an inclined way for passage of the vehicle 
Wheel over the hose. The blocks 5 may Suitably 
be made of Wood, although the material of Which 
the blocks, or the base element , are made is 
not an essential of the invention. It is apparent, 
however, that by a judicious Selection of mate 
rials the Weight of the device as a whole may be 
reduced to a minimum consistent with the 
strength required. 
With reference to Fig. 2, it will be noted that 

the base element is extended to a Substantial 
distance beyond the two outer and Smaller of 
the blocks 5 of the bridge section, and that the 
lengths of these extensions is such that a vehicle 
wheel 6 in approaching the device will initially 

(C. 104-25) 
engage and ride onto the said extensions in ad 
vance of the engagement by the wheel of the ele 
Wated bridge section composed, as described, of 
the blockS5. The effect of the initial engagement 
of the Wheel in this manner With the extensions 
of the base element is to clamp the device Sol 
idly to the underlying Supporting Surface, and 
this clanping action remains in effect at the no 
ment the Wheel first engages the said elevated 
bridge Section. In the prior devices of this class, 
and in the absence of the extended flat base 
element, the Wheel in Striking the elevated bridge 
exerts a forward thrust tending to displace the 
device as a whole before the vehicle, and these 
prior devices, therefore, exhibit a tendency to 
Creep On the Supporting Surface; and in extreme 
cases the thrust is sufficient to entirely displace 
the bridge device from the hose. As a result, the 
hose is either subjected to severe strain and abra 
Sion or crushed and otherwise damaged by the 
Vehicle wheel. By the construction described 
above, this tendency of the Wheel to displace the 
device is eliminated through the initial clamping 
of the device to the underlying surface prior to 
engagement of the Wheel with the elevated 
bridge. 
By making the base element of a flexible ma 

terial, the latter may conform readily to the con 
tour of the road or other underlying surface, and 
will lie flat upon the latter, and this ability of 
the device to conform to the underlying con 
tOurS is increased by sectional construction of the 
elevated bridge portion. This construction also 
permits the folding of the device as a whole into 
a relatively compact bundle for storage. It will 
be apparent, however, that the benefits of my in 
Wention may be enjoyed, at least in some degree, 
by forming the base extensions or aprons which 
initially receive the vehicle wheel of rigid mate 
rial, Such as metal; and that the elevated bridge 
Section may take a variety of forms other than 
that illustrated without departure from the in 
Vention. 
I claim: 
1. A hose bridge comprising two oppositely dis 

posed ramps and a transverse hose-receiving 
Cavity intervening betWeen the adjoining elevated 
ends of Said ramps, each of Said ramps consisting 
of a plurality of Wheel-Supporting members, each 
of said members being substantially rectangular 
in plan and each being disposed with its longi 
tudinal dimension extending transversely of the 
length of the bridge and from Side to side there 
of and said members being graduated as to 

O 

5 

20 

s 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

SS 



0. 

20 

2 
height, said ramps and the individual members 
of each of said ramps being articulated together. 

2. A hose bridge comprising two oppositely dis 
posed ramps and a transverse hose-receiving caV 
ity intervening between the adjoining elevated 
ends of said ramps, said ramps being articulated 
one to the other, each of Said ramps consisting 
of a plurality of wheel-supporting members, each 
of said members being substantially rectangular 
in plan and each being disposed With its longi 
tudinal dimension extending transversely of the 
length of the bridge and from side to side there 
of and said members being graduated as to 
height, the said members of each ramp being 
separated from each other by Spaces and being 
articulated one to another. 

3. A hose bridge comprising two oppositely dis 
posed ramps and a transverse hose-receiving cav 
ity intervening between the adjoining elevated 
ends of said ramps, a flexible base element under 
lying said ramps, each of Said ramps consisting 
of a plurality of Wheel-supporting members, each 
of said members being substantially rectangular 

2,166,031 
in plan and each being disposed with its longi 
tudinal dimension extending transversely of the 
length of the underlying base element and from 
Side to side thereof and said members being grad 
luated as to height, each of said members being 
Secured to said flexible base element. 

4. A hose bridge comprising two oppositely dis 
posed ramps and a transverse hose-receiving caV 
ity intervening between the adjoining elevated 
ends of said ramps, a flexible base element under 
lying said ramps, each of said ramps consisting 
of a plurality of wheel-supporting members, each 
of said members being substantially rectangular 
in plan and each being disposed With its longi 
tudinal dimension extending transversely of the 
length of the underlying base element and from 
Side to Side thereof and Said members being 
graduated as to height, each of said members 
being secured to said flexible base element, and 
said base element being extended longitudinally 
beyond the lower end of each of said ramps. 

EVERT. J. WENDELL. 
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