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WALTER AIKEN, OF FRANKLIN, NEW HAMPSHIRE. 

IMPROVEMENT IN scREW-BLANK FEEDERS 

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 149,62, dated April 14, 1874; application filed 
March 25, 1874. 

CASE NO.I. 

To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, WALTER, AIKEN, of 

Franklin, of the county of Merrimack and 
State of New Hampshire, have invented a new 
and useful. Improvement in Mechanism for 
Feeding Screw-Blanks to the Jaws of the Ro 
tary Arbor of a Screw-Threading Machine; 
and I do hereby declare the same to be fully 
described in the following specification and 
represented in the accompanying drawings, 
of which 

Figure 1 is a top view, Fig. 2 a longitudi 
nal section, Fig. 3 a transverse section, and 
Fig. 4 a horizontal section, of my new or im 
proved feeder for screw-blanks. 
In such drawings, A is a metallic bed plate 

or bar, grooved rectilinearly and longitudinally 
to receive and guide the feed-bar B. A re 
ceiver or fountain, formed as shown at C, for 
receiving and holding a series of screw-blanks, 
arranged one over the other, as represented 
at at at a, projects up from the bed-plate A and 
over the feeder B. The said feeder has a re 
cess or notch, b, made in its side at its front 
end, to operate with a lever, D, in holding a 
screw-blank by its shank on its being dropped 
from the receiver into such notch. The lever 
pivoted to the feeder, as shown at c, is pro 
vided with a spring, d, fixed to the feeder, and 
arranged, as represented, to bear against the 
rear arm of the lever. Furthermore, there is 
projected from the base-bar a cam or inclined 
plane, e, it being arranged as seen in Fig. 1. 

During the retreat or rearward movement of . 
the feedbar, and at the proper time, the 
lever will be moved by the cam, so as to 
enable a-screw-blank to fall from the receiver 
into the notch in the feeder. Immediately on 
the feeder commencing to advance, the lever. 
will be carried away from the cam, and by the 
spring will be closed upon the shank of the 
blank, so as to hold it in the notch, with the 
head of the blank projecting beyond the con 
tiguous end of the feed-bar, as shown at a', 
Fig. 3. On the screw-blank being seized by 
its head by the jaws of the mandrel, it will be 
drawn out of the notch of the feeder, while the 
feeder may be next retracted, and as the notch 
of the feeder may be drawn underneath the 
discharging-mouth of the receiver, another 
blank will fall down into the notch. Thus, by 
the means described, the blanks will be suc- . 
cessively removed from the receiver and de 
livered to the jaws of the mandrel for being 
threaded. 

I claim 
The notched feed- bar B, the lever D, the 

spring d, the blank - receiver c, the grooved 
bar A, and the cam e, constructed and com 
bined substantially in manner and to operate 
as and for the purpose specified. 

WALTER, AIKEN. 
Witnesses: 

R. H. EDDY, 
J. R. SNOW, 


