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(57) Abstract: According to the present invention, a butfer stage (4, 804) comprises: a first transistor (15) that has a control terminal
that is connected to an output terminal of an op-amp (3); and a second transistor (16) that is connected in series to a main conduction
path of the first transistor. When the current flowing in a main conduction path of an output transistor (6) as detected using an over -
current detection transistor (19) is below a prescribed value, an overcurrent control circuit (5, 205, 305, 405, 505, 605, 705, 805)
passes the output voltage of the op-amp through the control terminal of the first transistor so as to make the first transistor operate
normally. When the current flowing in the main conduction path of the output transistor is at or above the prescribed value, the over -
current control circuit controls the output voltage of the op-amp to a prescribed voltage that corresponds to the current flowing in a
main conduction path of the overcurrent detection transistor. A regulator circuit is thereby protected from overcurrent.
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