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To all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, Georer B. Evaxs, of
Winthrop, in the county of Suffolk and
State of Massachusetts, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Nails,
of which the following is a specification.
~ This invention relates to nails and has

particular reference to driven fastenings of -

this type which are frequently referred to
as brads.

Nails or brads employed for driving into
wood, such as securing weather strips in
place, frequently cause the wood to split,
and if they strike a knot below the surface
they are liable to be deflected or twisted.

While my invention is especially adapted
for use with wood and will be mainly here-

inafter so described, I do not limit myself

to such use since the nails embodying my
Invention may be used to advantage in the
construction or repair of rawhide and fiber-
board trunks or leather or other material.

Of the accompanying drawings; Figure 1
is a side elevation of a nail or brad con-
structed according to my invention. Fig. 2
is an elevation from the right or left of
Fig. 1. Fig. 3 represents a section on line
3—3 of Fig. 1. ‘

The body portion ¢ which may be cylin-
drical or otherwise shaped in cross-section
and which may have any suitably formed
head or upper end, is reduced at one end to
form the point portion » which is oval in
cross-section as best shown in  Fig. 8.
Preferably the extreme lower end or tip ¢
1s formed with a somewhat blunt but thin
edged point.

Projecting from opposite edges of the
transversely oval shaped portion 5, and
about mid-way of the length of said portion
0, are two thin sharp edged wings or ribs d.
Preferably the lower ends of these wings or
ribs merge into the edges of the point por-
tion & at some little distance above the tp c.
In any event the wings or ribs 4 terminate
short of the point of junction between the
portions ¢ and b of the nail. In other words
the wings or ribs project only from the op-
posite edges of the point portion and are
not connected with, or do not reach up to,
the sides of the body portion a.

The wings or ribs are of sufficient size to
be readily seen by the user so that when the

nail is to be driven, it may be turned so as
to be cross-wise of the grain of the wood.
The wings, being thin edged, act as knives
and cut across the grain and prepare the
way for the entrance of the body portion of
the nail without liability of splitting the
wood. If a knot in the wood is encountered,
the wings or ribs readily cut through the
same. The wings do not interfere with the
driving operation but rather facilitate it
for the reason above described.

By having the wings some little distance
above the tip of the point portion they do
not begin to act until after the nail has been
well started into the wood and therefore
they do not render the starting of the driv-
ing operation more difficult. As soon, how-
ever, as the wings reach the wood and begin
to enter the same, they steady the point
portion and reduce the liability of its twist-
mg. If the wings were located further up
the nail, adjacent to or merging into the
body of the mail, they would not prevent
the Liability of twisting when first driving
in the nail and as has been explained, the
wings will cut through a knot in the wood
without the point being deflected by said
kmot. In driving, the nail can be driven
straight without deflecting. If, however, it
should be desired to employ the nail in con-
nection with such material as to render it
desirable to have the nail clenched at its
inner end, the employment of an anvil plate
in the ordinary manner will of course re-
sult in the point portion being bent up-
wardly or clenched.

The nail is especially useful in connection
with weather strips “which are -especially
liable to be split and therefore require the
making of holes with a brad-awl, because
the wings or knives of the point portion
are so relatively located and shaped that
the nail or brad can be driven cross-wise
of the grain without the preparation of
holes, and still without liability of splitting
the wood, or of deflecting, regardless of the
material through which the nail is driven.

1t is to be understood that, while my im-
proved nails are especially useful in con-
nection with weather strips or other wood
articles, they may be used also as shoe nails.

I claim:— :

A nail or brad having a body portion and
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a flattened point portion which is oval in In testimony whereof T have affixed my
cross section, the opposite edges of the point | signature, in presence of two witnesses.
portion having integral thin- sharp-edged T AN
wings or ribs ctermir?nting short of the tip ‘ GEORGE B. EVANS.
of the point portion and alse terminating Witnesses :

short of the point of junction of the body A. W. Harrisox,
and point portions. A. F. Ranparr.

Qoples of this patent may be obtained for five oents each, bY Addreasing the “ Commissioner of Patents,
Washington, B. O i



