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The present invention relates to clamping 
plements and is more particularly concerned 

with a self-closing clamp. . . 
One of the objects of the invention is to pro 

vide a clamping implement with adjustable means 
for regulating the pressure of the clamping jaWS. 
Another object is to provide an implement of 

the character referred to, which is constructed 
to obviate the strain and tension incident to prior 
devices. 
A further object of the invention is to produce 

a clamping implement of simpler and more conn 
pact construction than is disclosed in prior de 
W1CeS. 
With the foregoing and other objects and ad 

vantages in view, the invention consists of the 
novel construction and arrangement of parts 
hereinafter described and claimed. 

In the accompanying drawings illustrating the 
invention: 

Figure 1 is a side elevation of the invention. 
Figure 2 is a front view thereof. 
Figure 3 is a side elevation of one member of 

the implement. 
Figure 4 is a front view of the other component 

of the implement. 
Figure 5 is a transverse section on line 5-5 

of Figure 3. 
Like numerals in the description and draw 

ings designate the same parts of construction. 
The clamping implement consists of two com 

ponents and 2 which are detachable. Member 
f is an elongated straight handle or grasp, either 
of hollow or solid imaterial, which is provided at 
one end with a jaw 3 having a rough or irregular 
surface to grip the object to be held. The oppo 
site end of member is curved, as at 4, to form 
an elbow or bend, and the upper surface of the 
bend is notched as at 5, to provide an inclined 
rack. 
Fulcrumed on a lug or projection 6, on the top 

side of member f, at a suitable distance from 
jaw. 3, is the member 2, which consists of resil 
ient metal provided with a longitudinal slot 
adapted to admit a rotatable fulcrum pin 8 
mounted in lug 6 and having a head adapted to 
pass through said slot. When the two members 
are joined, the pin is partially rotated to lock 
them together. The resilient member 2 is pro 
vided at its upper end with a jaw 9 which is 
similar to jaw 3 on member and adapted to 
collaborate therewith. Normally the two jaws 
are held together by the Spring action of member 
2. This member is suitably bent at 0 and to 
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jaw 9. Between bends 0 and if member 2 is 
substantially straight and it is of suitable width 
to be grasped in the hand with member . 
The end of member 2, below bend , projects. 

inwardly and is adapted to be positioned in any 
of the notches 5 for the purpose of adjusting 
the pressure on the jaws of the implement. To 
prevent the end from slipping out of engage 
ment, the bottom edge of the resilient member 
2 is notched, as at 2. When the jaws engage an 
object, the pressure exerted by the resiliency of 
member 2 will be constant and will not require 
control by hand. By compressing the two mem 
bers the jaws are opened and by releasing same 
the jaws are closed. 
This clamping implement is suitable for work 

in Watch making and repairing, in surgery, and 
generally in mechanics. 

Having thus described our invention, What We 
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is: 

1. In a clamping implement, comprising a pair 
of cooperating clamping members provided with 
corresponding jaWS at one end of Said clamping 
implement, the features which include having a 
first clamping member which is substantially 
rigid and straight along the major portion of its 
length and of Substantially round cross-section 
With a plurality of notches formed in the end 
opposite to that carrying the jaw thereon and 
intermediate the jaw and the end carrying the 
notches carrying a fulcrum pin normally disposed 
transversely of said clamping member, and the 
other clamping member being formed of a fiat 
metal Strip having an elongated aperture longi 
tudinally disposed therein to register with and 
be engaged by said fulcrum pin, the major por 
tion of the length of the second or other clamp 
ing member diverging outwardly downward from 
the first-mentioned clamping member toward the 
end opposite to that carrying the jaw thereon 
and having an arcuate cut-out portion at the 
mentioned opposite end adapted to engage in 
the notches of the notched end or portion of the 
first-mentioned clamping member. 

2. In a clamping implement, comprising a first 
clamping member having a clamping jaw at one 
end and a notched portion at the other end, and 
a cooperating clamping member having a Second 
camping jaw at one end adapted to cooperate 
with the first-mentioned clamping jaw, the fea 
tures which include having the first clamping 
member rigid, substantial and straight along the 
major portion of its length with the end carry 

impart elasticity and facilitate operation of the 55 ing the clamping jaw exteriorly tapered and the 
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notched portion arcuate in form and provided 
with a plurality of notches upon the inner con 
cave side thereof facing the same side of Said 
first clamping member as the clamping jaw 
at the other end, a lug fixed intermediate the 
latter jaw and the notched portion upon said 
first clamping member and being disposed a 
short distance from the jaw and a relatively 
longer distance from said notched portion, and 
a fulcrum pin mounted on said lug and adapted 
to be disposed transversely of the clamping mem 
ber, and having the second clamping member 
formed of a resilient flat metal strip which is 
Substantially straight from the one end carrying 
the clamping jaw to a short distance past the 
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5 
lug on said first clamping member, with the one 
end of said second clamping member reinforced 
to form the clamping jaw thereon and having an 
elongated slot longitudinally disposed in the . 
straight portion thereof for receiving the full-20 1,061,358 
crum pin on the lug of Said first clamping mem 
ber, the straight portion of Said Second clamp 
ing member being formed with a double bend 
at the inner or lower end thereof, with said 
second clamping member diverging outwardly 25 

4. 
and downwardly from the first camping mem 
ber beyond said double bend and the lower end 
of Said second clamping member beyond the out 
Wardly and downwardly-diverging portion there 
of bent downwardly inward toward the interior 
of the arcuate notched portion of said first 
clamping member and normally engaging with 
One of the notches therein. 

WILLIAM J. SCHUESSLER. 
LEONE L. MORGAN. 

REFERENCES C TED 
The following references are of record in the 

file of this patent: 
UNITED STATES PATENTS 

Number Name Date 
145,564 Greenleaf ---------- Dec. 16, 1873 
924,426 Callahan et al. ------ June 8, 1909 

Culver -------------- May 13, 1913 
1,613,929 Burckhalter -------- Jan. 11, 1927 
1,795,256 Johnson ------------ Mar. 3, 1931 
2,207,930 Miller ------------- July 16, 1940 
2,340,995 Smith -------------- Feb. 8, 1944 


