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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, FRED T. CLAYTON, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Sand 
wich, in the county of Barnstable and State 

5 of Massachusetts, have invented new and 
useful improvements in Boat-Lashing De 
vices, of which the following is a specifica 
tion. 

This invention relates to a device for lash 
10 ing or securing lifeboats to the deck of a ves 

sel, the object of the invention being to pro 
vide a device of the character set forth WE, 
will securely hold the lifeboat in position in 
chocks upon the deck of a vessel and yet will 

15 be so constructed that it may be readily de 
tached from the lifeboat when it is desired to 
use said boat. 
The object of the invention is further to 

provide a device of the character set forth 
20 which is simple in construction and easy of 

manipulation, so that in case of accident or 
at a time when it is necessary to manipulate 
the device very quickly and where often 
times the people manipulating the device are 

25 pi stricken and excited, said device will 
e Sure to operate and to operate without the 

exercise of much skill. A device of the char 
acter set forth is, of course, used where it is 
exposed to the Weather and oftentimes ex 

30 posed to a deluge of water, so that it is essen 
tial that the same should be protected in its 
construction against deterioration by reason 
of such exposure, and to this end my im 
proved boat lashing device is particularly 

35 designed and constructed to protect the 
Working parts against any danger of being 
rendered inoperative by exposure to the 
weather. 
The invention consists of a link One end 

40 of which is pivoted to a fixture on the boat, 
the other end being pivoted to a fixture fast 
to the deck of a vessel upon which the boat 
rests. 
The invention further consists in a link of 

45 the character described which is extensible 
longitudinally thereof and also of a link 
which is so constructed that one end may be 
rotated relatively to the other end thereof. 
The invention further consists in the com 

50 bination and arrangement of parts set forth 
in the following specification and particu 
larly pointed out in the claims thereof. 

Referring to the drawings: Figure 1 is an 
end view of a boat, partly broken away and 

resting upon chocks upon the deck of a ves 
sel, a portion of the deck and side of the ves 
sel being shown in section and with my im 
proved lashing device applied to the lifeboat 
and connecting the same to said deck. Fig. 
2 is an enlarged section of the link, partly in 
elevation, taken on line 2-2 of Fig. 1, the 
latch being shown also in dotted lines and a 
portion of the eye of the hook-shaped fixture 
being shown in section in connection with 
said link. Fig. 3 is a perspective view of the 
fixture which is attached to the gunwale of 
the boat and to which one end of the link is 
pivotally attached. 

Like numerals refer to like parts through 
out the several views of the drawings. 

In the drawings, 5 is the deck of a vessel 6, 
7 is a lifeboat shown in Fig. 1 as resting upon 
the chocks S. 9 is a fixture consisting of a 
U-shaped hook 10 connected to the gunwale 
11 of said boat. The fixture 9 has an eye 12 
formed thereon to which a link 13 is pivotally 
connected at one end thereof, the opposite 
end of said link being pivotally connected to 
an eye-bolt 14 by a pin 15. 
The link 13 consists of a rod 16 which has a 

latch 17 pivoted thereto at one end thereof 
by means of a pin 18. A flat spring 19 is fas 
tened to the rod 16, said rod being cut away at 
20 to receive the free end of the latch 17. The 
latch 17 is locked in the closed position illus 
trated in Fig. 2 by means of a sleeve 21 which 
surrounds said rod and also incloses the free 
end of said latch when the same is in its closed 
position. A spiral spring 22 encircles the rod 
16 and bears at its upper end against the 
lower end of the sleeve 21, thus normally hold 
ing the upper end of said sleeve against an an 
nular rib 23 extending around the rod 16 and 
the free end of the latch 17. The spring 22 is 
located in a recess 24 formed in the upper end 
of an adjusting nut 25. The lower end of the 
rod 16 has a washer 26 fast thereto which pre 
vents said rod 16 from being withdrawn from 
the nut 25, and said rod is further preferably 
rotatably connected with the nut 25 by 
means of a screw 27, the inner end of which 
projects into an annular groove 28 formed in 
the rod 16. 
The upper end of the rod 16 is curved at 29t 

form a portion or about one-half of an eye 30, 
the other part of the eye being formed by the 
latch 17. The inner edge of the latch 17 is 
cam-shaped at 31 for the purpose hereinafter 

55 shown in section, said boat being shown set forth. A screw 32 having screw-threaded 
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hole of the eye 12 until the lower portion of 

92 

engagement with the nut 25 is connected by 
the pin 15 to the eye-bolt 14, said eye-bolt 
being rigidly fastened to the deck of the ves 
sel, as shown in Fig. 1. 
The operation of the boat lashing device 

hereinbefore specifically described is as fol 
lows: The fixture 9 is attached to the gun 
wale of a boat, either so that it can be re 
moved or it may be rigidly fastened to said 
gunwale. The fixture 14, viz, the eye-bolt is 
rigidly fastened to the deck 5 of the vessel and 
the link 13 is pivoted to said eye-bolt by 
means of the pivotal pin 15. Assuming the 
eye 30 to be connected to the eye 12 of the 
fixture9 and it is desired to disconnect the link 
from the fixture 9 so as to release the boat, 
the sleeve 21 is pushed downwardly against 
the action of the spring 22 until the upper end 
of said sleeve passes below the free end of the 
latch 17, whereupon the flat spring 19 rocks 
the latch 17 upon its pivot 1S from the posi 
tion shown in full lines (Fig. 2) to that 
shown in dotted lines therein. The latch is 
then in position to be withdrawn from the eye 
12 and it will be noted that it stands in sub 
stantially a horizontal position, so that when 
the link 13 is rocked upon the pivotal pin 15 
said latch will pass out of the eye 12 and the 
link will then be disconnected from the boat. 
Ordinarily two of these links are used in con 
nection with the boat, both operating in the 
Sale, 80. 

To connect the link to the boat, assuming 
that the U-shaped hook 10 is connected to 
the gunwale 11 and the latch 17 in the posi 
tion indicated in dotted lines relatively to 
the link 13, said link is rocked upon its pivot 
15 and said latch 17 is guided through the 

said eye 12 assumes the position illustrated 
in section in Fig. 2, then the latch is drawn 
downwardly and at the same time the sleeve 
21 is pushed downwardly until the latch is 
brought to the position illustrated in full 
lines (Fig. 2) when the sleeve is released and 
is forced by the spring 22 upwardly against 
the rib 23, thus locking the latch 17 to the 
rod. In pushing the latch 17 downwardly 
preparatory to locking the same, as herein 
before described, it will be noted that the 
cam-shaped inner edge 31 will bear against 
the lower end of the eye 12 and tend to force 
the hooked fixture 10 and the gunwale of the 
boat 11, toward the deck, thus taking up any 
slight slack that might otherwise remain be 
tween the different parts of the device after | 
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the same has been connected to the bolt, as 
illustrated in Fig. 1. The length of the link 
13, as a whole, may be increased or dimin 
ished by rotating the nut 25 upon the screw 
32 in the proper direction. It will be seen 
that the opposite ends of the link may be ro 
tated relatively to each other, as the rod 16 
(which with the latch 17 constitutes one end 
of said link) can be rotated in the nut 25, 
which, together with the screw 32, consti 
tutes the opposite end of said link. It will 
also be seen and understood that the sleeve 
21 constitutes a protector or cover for the 
lower end of the latch 17 and for a portion of 
the rod 16. The rib 23 covers the joining of 

60 

65 

70 

the upper end of the sleeve 21 and the rod 16, 
so that no water can enter at that point. 
The spring 22 is inclosed within the chamber 
24 formed in the nut 25 and the upper end of 
said chamber is closed by the sleeve 21, so 
that said spring and the lower end of the rod 
are protected against moisture. Thus it 
will be seen that the device is so constructed 
as to prevent the same becoming inoperative 
by reason of eXposure to the Weather. 

Having thus described my invention, what 
I claim and desire by Letters. Patent to se 
cure is: 

1. A device for lashing a boat to the deck 
of a vessel comprising in its construction a 
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link, the opposite ends of which are adapted 
to be pivotally connected, respectively, to a 
fixture fast to said boat and a fixture fast to 
the deck of said vessel, said link consisting of 
a rod, a latch pivoted to one end of said rod, 
said latch having a cam-shaped inner edge 
adapted to bear against said first named fix 
ture for the purpose specified, and means to 
lock said latch to said rod. 

2. A device for lashing a boat to the deck 
of a vessel, the opposite ends of which are 
adapted to be connected, respectively, to a 
fixture fast to said boat and a fixture fast to 
the deck of said vessel, said device compris 
ing a rod, a latch pivoted to one end of said 
rod, said latch having a cam-shaped inner 
edge adapted to bear against said first 
named fixture for the purpose specified, and 
means to lock said latch to said rod. 

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set 
my hand in presence of two subscribing wit 
6SS0S. 

FRED T. CLAYTON. 
Witnesses: 

CHARLES S. GooDING, 
LOUIS A. JoNES. 
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