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To all, whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, WARNER. G. LAKE, re 

siding at Oshkosh, in the county of Winne 
bago and State of Wisconsin, have invented 
a new and Improved Croquet Game, of which 
the following is a specification. 
This invention relates to certain new and 

useful improvements in croquet apparatus, 
and particularly relates to certain novel ad 
ditions to the Ordinary croquet-game appara 
tus in the nature of novel deflector-posts 
adapted to be placed in such relation to the 
wickets as to cant the balls off at an angle, 
whereby to set them in a proper position be 
fore the next wicket to be passed, the purpose 
of such deflectors being to render the game 
more scientific and interesting. - 
The invention consists in certain improve 

ments in the game apparatus of the character 
stated, such as Will be hereinafter described 
in detail and then specifically pointed out in 
the appended claims, reference being had to 
the accompanying drawings, in which 

Figure 1 is a diagrammatic view illustrat 
ing a game of croquet with my deflector-posts 
in approved position. Fig. 2 is a vertical sec 
tion of one of the supplemental posts or neck 
members. Fig. 3 is a horizontal section on 
the line 33 of Fig. 2. 
In the practical application of my invention 

I provide a number, preferably four, of sup 
plemental members, consisting of short stakes 
or posts, which when set up for use are driven 
in the ground, one in front of each second 
“Wicket' and one to each side of the cen 
ter Wicket at a suitable. distance from such 
wicket, as shown in Fig. 1. Each post 2 has 
a projecting or “neck’ portion which has a 
springy or resilient action when struck by a 
ball, whereby to deflect the ball at an angle 
in any direction in accordance with the angle 
of impact of the ball thereagainst. On the 
score of economy of construction and dura 
bility I prefer to make each stake 2 of hickory 
or maple, the upper end 2 of which is round, 
while the shank 2 may be of any other shape 
in cross-section and pointed, so as to be readily 
driven in the ground, such shank having, 
however, a neck 2° of reduced diameter, the 
purpose of which will presently appear. 

In use the stake 2 is driven into the ground 
the full length of its shank, so as to leave the 
head 2 projecting only. To hold the stake 
secure against becoming quickly loosened by 
the repeated impacts of the balls and to main 
tain it in such a rigid position as to provide 
for a proper springy action of the head, a 
metal ferrule 4 of a length somewhat greater 
than the neck 2 is provided, which is driven 
into the earth with the stake, its lower end 
snugly fitting the stake-shank, as shown in 
Fig. 2. 
By providing the stake with a reduced neck 

portion and a ferrule adapted to form a rigid 
support for the stake-shank it is obvious that 
the upper end of the stake will always beheld 
in a position to vibrate when struck by a ball 
without danger of loosening the shank in its 
ground-bearing. 
By referring to Fig.1 it will be readily seen 

that should the ball 8 be passed through the 
first two wickets 99 and made to engage the 
stake 2 at a proper angle such ball will be de 
flected in the direction indicated by 10 to a 
point in front of the first side wicket 11, it 
being understood that when passing the ball 
through the center wicket 12 in either direc 
tion it can be deflected at an angle to either 
side wicket. 

It will thus be seen that by using the re 
silient stakes a ball can be passed through the 
two first wickets and placed in front of the 
side wicket and in some instances through 
such wicket by a single shot instead of two or 
three, as is necessary in the regular form of 
Croquet apparatus. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat 
ent, is 

In a croquetor the like, a deflector-post hav 
ing a head, a reduced neck portion, a shank 
and a reinforce or ferrule engaging the shank 
portion, as specified. 

WARNER. G. LAKE. 
Witnesses: 

W. L. RICKARD, 
ED. SERVIA. 
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