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(54) Low temperature showcase

(57)  Alowtemperature showcase having an air pas-
sage (7) provided in the bottom portion of a heat insu-
lating body (2) with inner and outer air passages (5,6)
therein in communication therewith. The air passage (7)
has a double structure and is provided in the rear of the
heat insulating body (2). A plurality of fans (11,12) are
mounted in a casing (13) for supplying air to the outer
and inner air passages (5,6) are provided in the bottom
air passage (7) and arranged across the width thereof

in substantially the same plane. A partition wall (17) is
provided in the outlet from the casing (13) housing said
fans (11,12). An outer air passage opening (18) is pro-
vided in the wall (17) through which air is blown from
each fan (11) into the outer air passage (5). An inner air
passage opening (19) is provided in the wall (17)
through which air is blown from each fan (12) into the
inner air passage (6). At least the outer air passage
opening (18) is formed in substantially all of the area in
a longitudinal direction of the wall (17).

FIG. 2
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Description

[0001] This invention relates to a low temperature
showcase.

[0002] Figure 3 illustrates a known low temperature

showcase 61 comprising a heat insulating body 62, a
heat insulating wall 63 and a storage chamber partition
wall 64. An outer air passage 65 is formed between the
heat insulating body 62 and the heat insulating wall 63,
an inner air passage 66 is formed between the heat in-
sulating wall 63 and the storage chamber partition wall
64. The outer passage 65 and the inner passage 66 are
completely sectioned so that together they form a com-
plete double structure. A fan 67 is mounted in the outer
passage 65, and a fan 68 is mounted in the inner pas-
sage 66. When each of the fans 67 and 68 is operated,
cool air moves within the outer air passage 65 in the
direction of arrow A2 and within the inner air passage
66 in the direction of arrow B2. Air is admitted into the
outer and inner air passages 65 and 66 through an inlet
which can be cleaned and maintained by lifting up deck
pan 69 in the direction of the arrow.

[0003] Figure 4 illustrates another known low temper-
ature showcase 81 in which air passage 83 is formed in
the bottom portion of a heat insulating body 82. Outer
air passage 84 and an inner air passage 85 communi-
cate with the air passage 83 and together form a double
structure in a back portion of the heat insulating box
body 82. These outer and inner air passages 84 and 85
are separated by a partition wall 86. Air flows into the
bottom air passages 83 through an inlet which can be
cleaned and maintained by lifting up deck pan 92 in the
direction of the arrow. Figure 5 shows one fan 87 for
supplying the outer air passage 84 and two fans 88 for
supplying the inner air passage 85 positioned in the bot-
tom passage 83. The fans are mounted in substantially
the same plane in a row across the width of the low tem-
perature showcase 81. A partition 89 is provided in the
outlet side of fan casing 93 for the fan 87 which supplies
the outer air passage 84 and the fans 88 which supply
the inner air passage 85. An outer air passage opening
90 and inner air passage openings 91 are formed in the
partition member 89. When the fans 87,88 are in oper-
ation, a flow of air is created in the direction of the arrow.
Thus, air in the bottom air passage 83 is blown by the
fan 87 into the outer air passage 84 through opening 90
and opening 94 in the partition wall 86. Similarly, air from
the bottom air passage 83 is blown by each fan 88 into
the inner air passage 85 through its respective opening
91 provided in the partition member 89.

[0004] In the known low temperature showcase 61
shown in Figure 3, the outer air passage 65 is covered
by the heat insulating wall 63 and the inner air passage
66 is interrupted by the fan 68 so cleaning and maintain-
ing the drain which flows into the outer and inner air pas-
sages 65 and 66 is not easy.

[0005] In the known low temperature showcase 81
shown in Figures 4 and 5 in which the fans 87,88 for the
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outer and inner air passages 84,85 are arranged in a
row across the width of the showcase, the air passage
openings 90 and 91 in the partition wall 89 are small so
the static blowing pressure is increased which creates
a problem as the amount of the air flow passing through
the outer passage 84 is reduced.

[0006] Itis an object of the present invention therefore
to provide a low temperature showcase which over-
comes or substantially reduces the problems of the prior
art showcases just described.

[0007] Inaccordance with the presentinvention, there
is provided a low temperature showcase comprising a
bottom air passage provided in the bottom portion of a
heat insulating body, an outer air passage and an inner
air passage which communicate with said bottom air
passage, a plurality of fans for supplying air to said outer
and inner passages provided in said bottom air pas-
sage, a partition provided in an outlet for said fans, an
outer air passage opening provided in said partition
through which air is blown from a fan into the outer air
passage and an inner air passage opening which is pro-
vided in the partition through which air is blown from a
fan into the inner air passage, at least said outer air pas-
sage opening being formed in substantially all of the ar-
ea in a longitudinal direction of said partition.

[0008] Preferably, the fans are arranged in the bottom
air passage across the width thereof and in substantially
the same plane.

[0009] In the preferred embodiment, the showcase
comprises a bottom portion blowing passage which is
provided in a bottom portion of a heat insulating box
body, an outer side blowing passage and an inner side
blowing passage which are communicated with the bot-
tom portion blowing passage, have a double structure
and are provided in a back portion of the heat insulating
box body, a plurality of fans for the outer side blowing
passage and fans for the inner side blowing passage
which are provided in the bottom portion blowing pas-
sage so as to be positioned within substantially the
same plane, a partition member which is provided in an
outlet side of a plurality of fans, an outer side blowing
passage opening which is provided in the partition mem-
ber and through which a blowing wind of the fan for the
outer side blowing passage is introduced to the outer
side blowing passage, and an inner side blowing pas-
sage opening which is provided in the partition member
and through which a blowing wind of the fan for the inner
side blowing passage is introduced to the inner side
blowing passage, wherein at least the outer side blowing
passage opening is formed in substantially all around
the area in a longitudinal direction of the partition mem-
ber.

[0010] Preferably, a fan casing for mounting the fan is
provided, the fan casing having a partition plate which
sections between a fan chamber for mounting the fan
for the outer side blowing passage and a fan chamber
for mounting the fan for the inner side blowing passage,
the partition member is constituted by a wall portion of
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the fan casing, and the outer side blowing passage
opening and the inner side blowing passage opening
are provided in the wall portion.

[0011] Inaccordance with the presentinvention, since
at least the outer air passage opening is formed in sub-
stantially all around the area in a longitudinal direction
of the partition member, the outer air passage opening
is increased so the blowing static pressure is reduced
and itis possible to increase an amount of the wind blow-
ing in the outer air passage. Furthermore, since the bot-
tom portion blowing passage has no dividers in it, its
cleaning and the maintenance can be easily performed
thereby improving operability.

[0012] A preferred embodiment of the invention will
now be described, by way of example only, with refer-
ence to the accompanying drawings, in which:

Figure 1 is a cross sectional view showing the bot-
tom portion of a low temperature showcase of the
present invention;

Figure 2 is a perspective view showing the fan cas-
ing and heat insulating wall of a low temperature
showcase of the present invention;

Figure 3 is a cross sectional view showing the bot-
tom portion of a prior art low temperature showcase;
Figure 4 is a cross sectional view showing the bot-
tom portion of another prior art low temperature
showcase; and

Figure 5 is a perspective view showing the fan cas-
ing and a heat insulating wall of the low temperature
showcase of Figure 4.

[0013] Referring to Figure 1 there is shown a low tem-
perature showcase 1 of the present invention which
comprises a heat insulating body 2, a heat insulating
partition wall 3 provided at an interval with respect to the
heat insulating partition wall 3. An outer air passage 5
is formed between a back portion of the heat insulating
box body 2 and the heat insulating partition wall 3, and
an inner air passage 6 is formed between the heat in-
sulating partition wall 3 and the storage chamber parti-
tion wall 4. A cooling device (not shown) is located in
the inner air passage 6. A bottom air passage 7 com-
municates with the outer air passage 5 and the inner air
passage 6 is formed in the bottom portion of the heat
insulating body 2. A deck pan 8 is provided on the bot-
tom passage 7, and a storage chamber 9 on which
goods can be displayed is provided above the deck pan
8. In this case, cleaning and a maintenance of a drain
which flows into the bottom air passage 7 are performed
by lifting up the deck pan 8 in the direction of the arrow.
[0014] Arranged in the bottom air passage 7 (see Fig-
ure 2) are one fan 11 for the outer air passage 5 and two
fans 12 for the inner air passage 6, these fans being
arranged in a row across the width of the low tempera-
ture showcase 1 and in substantially the same plane.
The fans 11,12 for the outer and inner air passages 5,6
are mounted in fan casing 13. The fan 11 for the outer
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air passage 5 is mounted in air chamber 14 and each
fan 12 for the inner air passage 6 is mounted in the fan
chamber 15. A partition 16 separates the fan chambers
14 and 15 from each other. A wall portion 17 which acts
as a partition is provided in one side of the heat insulat-
ing wall 3 of the fan casing 13. An outer air passage
opening 18 is formed below the wall portion 17 in all the
area of the low temperature showcase 1 in a widthwise
direction (a lengthwise direction), and an outer air pas-
sage inlet 20 is formed in the heat insulating wall 3 in all
the area of the low temperature showcase in a widthwise
direction (a longitudinal direction). Further, an inner air
passage opening 19 is formed in wall 17 on the surface
facing each fan 12 in fan chamber 15. On assembly, the
wall portion 17 of the fan casing 13 and the periphery of
the outer air passage inlet 20 of the heat insulating wall
3 are brought into contact with each other.

[0015] The operation of the showcase is as follows:
[0016] A current of cool air A1 flows into the outer air
passage 5 and a current of cool air B1 flows into the
inner side air passage 6. When the fans 11,12 for the
outer and inner air passages 5,6 are operated, cool air
in the storage chamber 9 is drawn into the fan casing
13 through suction port or inlet 21 provided in a lower
portion of the front surface of the low temperature show-
case 1. Cool air sucked into the fan chamber 14 for the
outer air passage 5 is introduced into the outer air pas-
sage 5 through the outer air passage opening 18 and
the outer air passage inlet 20 after which it travels up-
wardly to be blown out from an outer air passage outlet
(not shown) into the storage chamber 9. At the same
time, cool air sucked into each fan chamber 15 is intro-
duced to the inner air passage 6 through the inner air
passage opening 19 after which it travels upwardly
where it is cooled via the cooling device (not shown) and
blown out from an inner side blowing passage outlet (not
shown) into the storage chamber 9.

[0017] Inaccordance with the presentinvention, since
the outer air passage opening 18 is formed in all the area
in the longitudinal direction of the wall portion 17, the
outer air passage opening 18 is enlarged so blowing
static pressure is reduced and it is possible to increase
the blowing amount of the outer air passage 5. Further,
since the bottom blowing passage 7 has no partition or
dividers in it, it is easy to clean and maintain thereby
improving operability.

[0018] Although the heat insulating wall 3 is provided
between the outer air passage 5 and the inner air pas-
sage 6, it may be a partition wall.

[0019] Inaccordance with the invention, since at least
the opening for the outer side air passage is formed in
substantially all of the area of the partition member in
the longitudinal direction, the opening for the outer air
passage is enlarged so the blowing static pressure is
reduced and it is possible to increase the amount of
blown air in the outer air passage. Further, since the bot-
tom portion air passage does not have any partitions in
it, it is easy to clean and maintain so its operability is
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improved.

Claims

1. A low temperature showcase comprising a bottom
air passage (7) which is provided in the bottom por-
tion of a heat insulating body (2), an outer air pas-
sage (5) and an inner air passage (6) which com-
municate with said bottom air passage (7), a plural- 70
ity of fans (11,12) for the outer and inner passage
(5,6) provided in said bottom blowing passage (7),
a partition (16) provided in an outlet for said fans
(11,12), an outer air passage opening (18) provided
in the partition (16) through which air is blown from 75
afan (11) into the outer air passage (5) and an inner
air passage opening (19) which is provided in the
partition (16) through which air is blown from a fan
(12) into the inner air passage (6), at least said outer
air passage opening (18) being formed in substan- 20
tially all of the area in a longitudinal direction of said
partition (16).

2. A low temperature showcase as claimed in claim 1
wherein the fans (11,12) are mounted in a casing 25
(13) provided with a partition (16) which separates
each fan chamber (15) for each fan (12) for the outer
air passage (5) from fan chamber (14) for the fan
(11) for the inner air passage (6), said partition (16)
comprising a wall portion (17) of the fan casing (13), 30
the outer air passage (5) opening and the inner air
passage opening being provided in said wall portion
17).

3. Alow temperature showcase as claimed in claim1 35
or claim 2 wherein the fans are arranged in the bot-
tom air passage (7) across the width thereof and in
substantially the same plane.

4. Alow temperature showcase as claimed in any pre- 40
ceding claim wherein the inner and outer air pas-
sages (5,6) have a double structure and are provid-
ed in a back portion of the heat insulating body (2).
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FIG. 4
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FIG. 5
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