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EXAEE (4#W2 o4 "ADAPTER CARD SLOT ISOLATION FOR HOT )
PLUGGING"

A computer system is provided with at least one
connector slot for receiving a feature card, that
implements specific functions such as I1/0, memory, or the
like. When alteration of the hardware coﬁfiguration is
desired a user causes a reset control signal to be issued
from an I/0O bridge chip. This reset control signal is
used to initiate the functions of ceasing data processing
activity for the card.to be removed, decouplihg the slot
from the bus and causing the electrical power to be
gradually decreased. The reset control signal then
remains active until the original card is removed and the
new card is installed in the slot. Once the new card is
mechanically installed in the connector, then power is
brought up, the slot is coupled to the bus and the reset
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signal from the bridge Chip is deactivated. This allows

the configuration software to begin data processing
activity with the new card.
individual slot,

In this manner, an

or bank of slots can be isolated from

other slots in the computer system, such that particular

adapter cards can be changed without the need to power
down the entire computer system.
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