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This invention relates to shelters or tents 
adapted for use on beaches or other outdoor 
places for the purpose of obtaining the benefits of 
the Sun and air but obviating the inconveniences 
Offiying sand, insect bites, etc. 
The invention has for its primary object the 

provision of an inexpensive, knock-down struc 
ture, wherein the occupants are effectively shell 
teled from the above mentioned inconveniences 
and are also afforded a nodicum of privacy not 
ordinarily obtained on crowded beaches or the 
like. 
The invention also contemplates the provision 

Of means for variably shading the occupants from 
the deleterious effects of excessive exposure to 
the sun; the provision of means for comfortably 
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accommodating one or more occupants in a re 
Clining position; the provision of simple means 
for Setting up the shelter; the provision of Simple 
means for effectively retaining the shelter 
against displacement by strong gusts of wind; 
etc. 
In its present preferred form the invention 

briefly comprises a four post structure suspend 
ing a fabric shelter comprising in part walls of 
Scrim, net, or other coarse mesh material and in 
part durable cloth. Such as canvas or denim, one 
of the walls of the shelter being adapted to lie 
flat, as an extension of the bottom thereof, and 
being provided With separable fastener means for 
asSociation with fastener means on the end walls 
and top of the shelter. 
The following description of the invention as 

illustrated in the accompanying drawing is ex 
emplary of the invention as at present contem 
plated. 

In the drawing: 
Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a shelter incor 

porating features of the invention. 
Fig. 2 is a broken elevational view of a post 

structure. 
Fig. 3 is a similar view of an alternate form of 

post. 
Referring to the drawing in greater detail, the 

Shelter or tent comprises a bottom 5 and end Walls 
6 either formed of one length of canvas or the 
like, or of several shorter lengths stitched togeth 
er to form a durable Sand and insect impervious 
foundation for the shelter. If preferred, at the 
juncture of the botton With one or both end 
Walls, a pillow or cushion 7 may be integrally 
formed, said cushion either being stuffed with 
feathers, kapok, or the like, or air inflated. 
One side wall 8 of the shelter is preferably 

formed of Scrim, net, or other reticulated ma 
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terial, but may be of the same material of the 
bottom and ends. 
The shelter is preferably formed with a top 9 

of Scrim or net, being permanently Secured to 
the walls 6 and 8. In order to shade all or a 
portion of the shelter from the Sun, end flaps of 
canvas such as O may be provided, said flaps 
being adapted to either hang at the end of the 
shelter as shown at the left of Figure 1, or be 
superimposed on the top 9 as shown at the right. 
In this manner, total or partial interceptance of 
Sunlight may be had. 
The bottom 5 is preferably formed with an 

extending panel which affords increased Sur 
face for the accommodation of the shelter occu 
pants when lying fiat as shown, or may be raised 
to fully or partially close the open front of the 
shelter. For this last purpose, the panel and 
end walls 6 may be provided with separable fast 
ener means such as the slide fasteners 2 along 
complementary and cooperating edges, and the 
panel and the top 9 may be similarly treated 
or provided with the snap fasteners 3. When 
raised the panel serves to completely enclose 
the shell, as can be readily understood. 

Since the shelter above described is Wholly 
comprised of pliable fabric material, it is appar 
ent that it may be folded and packed into a rela 
tively small unit for convenience in transporta 
tion and Storage. 
The improved means for Supporting the shelter 

comprises corner posts 4 to which the shelter 
may be removably fastened as by the tie-backs 
5. If desired, these posts may be each provided 

with a sharpened end 4' adapted to be staked 
into the beach sand or other Soft ground. Al 
though desirable and simple, it has been found 
that this manner of treating the posts f4 causes 
then to be of Such length as to render them un 
wieldy and incapable of convenient transporta 
tion in passenger automobiles. For this reason 
the posts 4 are preferably made shorter as 
shown in Figures 1 and 2 and provided with 
Screw-eyes 6 or the like, adapted for engagement 
With light, preferably metallic stakes f having 
sharpened ends f8 for effective positioning in the 
Sand or ground. 
The stakes T may be each formed with a flange 

9 spaced from the point 8 for the two-fold pur 
pose of providing a flat Sand surface contacting 
member for steadying the stake, and as a Sup 
porting member for the botton end of the asso 
ciated post 4 as can be seen from Figure 1. 
Since the screw-eyes 6 must necessarily fit 

loosely over the stakes T, the shelter so supported 
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may be bodily lifted as by a gust of Wind. To 
obviate this, the screw-eyes are turned at an 
angle as shown to grip the stakes and thereby 
eliminating any tendency for them to slide on 
the stake. This manner of gripping the Stakes 
may be utilized also in adjusting the vertical 
position of the posts f4 with reference to the 
stakes as shown in Figure 2. 
In order to provide Suitable head room in the 

shelter and to enhance its appearance, the Cen 
tral portion of the top 9 may be provided with 
means such as the ring 20 and ropes or cords 2 
may be passed through the ring and stretched 
between diagonally opposed posts f4. The 
tautness of these cords acts to raise the center 
of the top above the top edges of the shelter. 
From the foregoing, it can be seen that a 

simple and desirable shelter has been provided 
in its preferred form of embodiment. While the 
present disclosure is quite detailed as to Specific 
features of the invention, it is apparent that 
skilled persons may readily vary the details of 
the invention without departing from the spirit 
and scope thereof, as claimed. 
What I claim as new and desire to Secure by 

Letters Patent, is: 
1. A beach shelter comprising a fabric struc 

ture, and means for supporting said structure 
from the top corners thereof, comprising corner 
post structures, each of said corner post struc 
tures comprising a stake, a post separably en 
gaged Wtih Said Stake, and means for connecting 
said fabric structure with said post. 

2,134,879 
2. A beach shelter comprising a fabric struc 

ture, and means for Supporting said structure 
at each corner thereof comprising a Stake, a 
post separably engaged with said Stake, and 
means for separably connecting Said fabric struc 
ture With said post. 

3. In a beach shelter of fabric structule, means 
for supporting a corner thereof, comprising a 
stake, and a post separably engaged With Said 
stake, said beach shelter having connection 
means With Said post. 

4. In a beach shelter of fabric structure, means 
for Supporting a corner thereof comprising a 
post, tie-backs on Said beach Shelter for connec 
tion with the post, Screw-eyes on Said post, and 
a stake adapted to be engaged by said Screw-eyes. 

5. In a beach shelter of fabric structure, means 
for Supporting a corner thereof comprising a 
post, tie-backs on Said beach Shelter for connec 
tion with the post, screw-eyes on Said post, a 
stake adapted to be engaged by said screw-eyes, 
and flange means on Said Stake for Steadying the 
Stake and for Supporting Said post. 

6. Supporting means for a tent comprising a 
plurality of corner post structures, each of said 
cornel post St.luctures comprising a Stake, a post 
Separably engaged with said stake, means for 
connecting Sides of the tent with adjacent posts, 
Suspension memberS Strung between diagonally 
opposed postS and means for Supporting the top 
of the tent from Said Suspension members. 

SAMUEL S. LEVY. 
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