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DOUBLE BUBBLE SINGLE CARD PACKAGE
Coraelius M. Phipps, 511 N. Steddard, Wheaton, il
Filed May 3, 1962, Ser. No. 192,236
13 Claims., (CL 206—78)

The present invention relates to a display package and
to an item of manufacture employed in the production
of such a package.

Particularly with relatively inexpensive items the pack-
aging cost is a significant element in the sales price. In
many instances a penny or a smail fraction thereof, can
be the determining factor as to whether or not the manu-
facturer has a profit or loss. At the same time, the
products must be attractively packaged in most instances.
This is particularly true of self-service items or objects
that are positioned on convenient display racks, etc., to
induce impulse sales. In these areas amy cost cuiting
which impairs the pleasing and attractive appearance of
the product and its package is self defeating. It is ele-
mental that a sale must be made before anyone can make
a profit on the item.

My invention is particularly directed to the production
of product packages of the type wherein the product is
enclosed within a transparent plastic bubble mounted on
a display card. Employing my invention a package of
this type can be produced which is fully as atiractive as
those presently being used, if not more so. At the same
time, significant savings in packaging cost are achieved.
These savings can result both from a saving in material
cost, as well as a saving in labor. My invention facilitates
the use of automatic machinery and to the extent that
such is employed advantages including monetary savings
are achieved.

In some prior art packages a card is folded over (or
two cards employed) with the heat-sealable coatings of
both sides adjacent each other. The plastic holders were
provided with flanges that were sealed between the double
card thus formed. With my invention there is not only
an obvious material savings, but also a reduction in labor
cost in the formation of the package. In addition, the
plastic coating being on the face of the card enhances its
appearance.

Other objects and advantages of my invention include:
embodiments of my invention are particularly adaptabie
to the packaging of irregularly shaped objects; product
packaged in accordance with my invention can be viewed
from either side of the card which forms a part of the
package; utilization of my invention can provide a simple
and inexpensive package which alternatively may be dis-
played in “easel” fashion, or upon a hanging dispiay
rack, etc.; and utilizing features of my invention the
manufacturer is able to obtain a better quantity control
(inventory balance) of the plastic parts and not end up
with an insufficient number of one type of parts to meet
the requirements for the consumption of another of the
types of plastic parts.

Further objects and advantages will become apparent
from the following description taken in conjunction with
the drawings in which:

FIGURE 1 is a plan view of the transparent plastic
members employed to hold the object to be packaged;

FIGURE 2 is an elevation of the members of FIG-
URE 1 after folding together;

FIGURE 3 is a perspective view of a package produced
in accordance with my invention and utilizing the plastic
holding members of FIGURES 1 and 2;

FIGURE 4 is a partial section as viewed along line
4—4 of FIGURE 3;

FIGURE 5 is an clevational view of the card employed
in the package of FIGURE 3;
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FIGURE 6 is an clevational view of a different pack-
age produced in accordance with my invention, with por-
tions broken away; and

FIGURE 7 is a vertical section through another alter-
native embodiment illustrating additional features of my
invention.

FIGURES 1 through 35 iilustrate an embodiment, and
portions thereof, used to form a package for a rubber
faucet aerator generally 1. The package is formed of
a display card generally 11 and a pair of holding mem-
bers generally 12 and 13.

Card 11 is formed of cardboard and has a bell-shaped
opening 15 therein. Opening 15 intersects the bottom
edge 16 of the card as best seen in FIGURE 5. The
front face 17 of the card bears the usual labeling indicia,
brand name, etc., not shown. Face 17 has a coating of
a heat-sealable material, e.g. heat-sealable plastic, there-
over. This coating may be a laminate, a spray or painted
finish, etc.

The coating on face 17 basically serves as a foundation
for easily affixing the holding members to the card. In
this respect only one face of the card need have such a
coating. In addition, the coating on the front face 17
provides an attractive sheen which gives the package a
finished appearance, and admirably sets off the labeling
indicia appearing on the frout face of the card.

One or more openings 19 may be provided at the top
of the card to facilitate hanging the card on a display
rack or the like. It might be mentioned that the specific
external configuration of the card illustrated in FIGURES
3 and 5, is only for the purposes of illustration and the
exact proportions and dimensions will depend upon sales,
etc., preferences. The shape of the opening 15 will pri-
marily be dictated by the configuration of the object to
be packaged.

Holding members 12 and 13 are formed as a single
unit as best illustrated in FIGURES 1 and 2. They are
formed from a sheet of a heat-sealable plastic, e.g. poly-
vinyl chloride. Along one side the two members are
joined at a foid line 21. The remaining three sides of
member 12 are defined by flanges 22. The remaining
three sides of member 13 are defined by flanges 23. In-
termediate flanges 22, member 12 defines a bubble 24,
A similar bubble 25 is defined by member 13 within the
peripheral flanges 23. A sheet of heat-sealable plastic
may be molded, as by means of heat and a die, to the
described configuration.

To assemble the package the two members 12 and 13
are folded together as illustrated in FIGURE 2, with the
article to be packaged, e.g. aerator 19, confined within
the cavity defined by the two bubbles 24 and 25. Flanges
22 and 23 are placed in juxtaposition to front face 17 of
card 11. With the application of heat and pressure flanges
3% and 23 are secured together and both are secured to
face 17 of the card. Means for performing such sealing
operations are well known in the art. Flanges 22 are se-
cured to approximately the area of the face 17 of card
11, between the boundaries of opening 15 and dotted line
2% in FIGURE 5. Flanges 23 are secured to that portion
of the face of the card between boundary line 26 and
boundary line 27.

The finished package thus formed is attractive in ap-
pearance, Aecrator 18 may be viewed from either side of
card 11 since bubble 24 extends through opening 15 in
the card. The card may be hung on a display rack by
means of opening 19. Alternatively, the card may be

‘displayed in “easel” fashion, standing on bottom edge 16

and being propped upright by the foot which is formed
by the bottom 29 of bubble 24.

In the embodiment illustrated in FIGURE 6 there is a
card 32 having a front face 33 coated with a heat-sealable
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material. A pair of hanging openings 24 are provided
adjacent the top of card 32. An opening 35 is provided
within the edges of the card to receive the object hold-
ing cavity. Two separate holding members 37 and 38
are affixed to face 33 to secure a wire beater or whipper
3% within the package thus formed. Holding member
37 has peripheral flanges 48 within which is a large
bubble 41 about the convoluted end of whipper 39, and
a small bubble 42 about the handle of the whipper 39.
Holding member 38 has peripheral flanges 43 within the
confines of which is a bubble 44. Bubble 44 projects
through opening 35 in the card. Flanges 43 surround
that opening and are secured to face 33 of the card.
Flanges 40 are secured to flanges 43 as well as to face
33 of the card.

The embodiment of FIGURE 6 is advantageous for
various types of objects. However, it has disadvantages
not found in the embodiment of FIGURES 1-5. In the
first place, the two members 37 and 38 are separate from
each other, A manufacturer may have difficulty in main-
taining an inventory balance between the number of
members 37 on hand and the number of members 28 on
hand. Secondly, a package of the type illustrated in
FIGURE 6 is not inherently adapted to be displayed in
“easel” fashion. A cardboard foot or the like could be
provided on card 32, but this would require additional
operations as well as certain other disadvantages that are
inherent in the use of cardboard feet on a display card.
Also with the two halves being formed as a single unit
there is an auntomatic orientation of the two holding
members,

In the embodiment of FIGURE 7 there is a card -gen-
erally 50 having a hanging opening 51 centered above the
opening 52 for receiving the product (not illustrated)
and the bubble 53 of the holding member generally 54.
Holding member 54 has flanges 55 about three sides of
bubble 53. At the fourth side, along fold line 56, mem-
ber 54 is joined with the second holding member 57.
Holding member 57 has a bubble 58 and peripheral
flanges 59 about three sides of the bubble. The front
face 66 of card 59 has a heat-sealable coating therecver
with flanges 55 and 59 being secured to each other and
to the coating on face 60 in the same manner as is em-
ploved in the embodiment of FIGURES 1-5. Bubbles
53 and 58 define an approximately spherical cavity to re-
ceive a unit of product therein. ¥or example, a tennis
ball (not shown) might be received in the package illus-
trated in FEGURE 7.

Rearwardly of the back face 61 of card 59 bubble 53
defines a downwardly projecting foo! 62. Foot 62 is
slightly above the bottom edge of card 58 (not shown but
approximately linear with fold line 56) of card 50. The
foot lies in a plane approximately normal to the bot-
tom edge of the card. Thus, the package of FIGURE 7
may be displayed on a hanging rack or in “easel” fashion.

The term “unit” of prodact as used herein can identify
a plurality of objects which are to be enclosed in a single
package within the cavity defined by the bubbles of the
two holding members. It also can refer to the single
objects such as the aerator of FIGURE 3 or the whipper
of FIGURE 6. As illustrated in FIGURE 5 the open-
ing through the card (opening 15 in card 1) can have
one side thereof coextensive with an edge of the card.
Alternatively, the opening through tke card can be com-
pletely within the confines of the edges of the card as is
opening 35 in card 32 of FIGURE 6.

The foregoing description of specific embodiments is
for the purpose of complying with 35 USC 112 and
should not be coustrued as imposing unnecessary limita-
tions upon the appended claims. Modifications and varia-
tions thereof will be apparent to those skilled in the art
or subsequently devised by them. For example, while
there are advantages in forming the holding members in a
single piece as illustrated in FIGURES 1 and 7, in some
instances a manufacturer may prefer not to do this. For
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example, in FIGURE 7, a ieunis ball could be securely
held within the package defined even though the two
holding members 54 and 57 were not joined together
along fold line 56.

I claim:

1. A sales display package for a unit of product, said
package comprising: a display card having an opening
therethrough; and a urit holder comprising a first trans-
parent plastic sheet across said opeming, said first sheet
having flanges affixed to the portion of one face of the
card immediately adjacent said opening, a second trans-
parent plastic sheet across said first sheet and having
flanges larger than the flanges of the first sheet and
affixed to the flanges of the first sheet and to portions of
said one face of the card surrounding the portions to
which the flanges of the first sheet are affixed, at said
opening said two sheeis being spaced from each other
o define a space for receiving said unit.

2. A package as set forth in claim 1, wherein each
plastic sheet defines a bubble with the bubble of the first
sheet extending through said opening.

3. A package as set forth in claim 1, wherein said
opening intersects an edge of said card, and said two
sheets are joined together along a line approximately co-
extensive with said edge of the card.

4. A package as set forth in claim 3, wherein the open-
ing is at the bottom edge of the card, and the first sheet
defines a downwardly extending foot rearwardly of the
opposite face of the card from said one face.

5. A package as set forth in claim 1, wherein said open-
ing is surrounded by said card.

6. A package as set forth in claim 5 wherein said
flanges completely surround said opening.

7. An item of manufacture for use in packaging a unit
of product, said item comprising: a card having two faces
with an opening therebetween, said card having a coat-
ing of a heat-sealable material covering one of said faces;
and a unit holder including two unit retaining members,
said members being formed of a heat-sealable plastic, a
first of said members having a flange about at least three
sides thereof, said flange being the same general con-
figuration as said opening and somewhat larger than said
opening, the second of the members having a flange about
at least the same three sides thereof, said flange of the
second member being larger than the flange of the first
member, one of said members having a unit receiving
cavity bounded by the flanges therecf; whereby the unit
may be inserted into said cavity and, with said flanges in
juxtaposition, the flange of the first member sealed to said
face about said opening and the flange of the second mem-
ber sealed to the flange of the first member and to por-
tions of the face surrounding the flange of the first
member.

8. An item of manufacture for use in packaging a unit
of product, said item comprising: a card having two faces
with an cpening therebetween, said card having a coating
of a heat-sealable material covering the front face there-
of; and a unit holder including a heat-sealable plastic
sheet having a fold line transversely thereof to define a
retaining member at each side of said line, a first of said
members having a flange about at least three sides there-
of, said flange being the same general configuration as
said cpening and somewhat larger than said opening, the
second of the members having a flange about at least the
same three sides thereof, said flange of the second mem-
ber being larger than the flange of the first member, one
of said members having a unit receiving cavity bounded
by the flanges thereof; whereby the unit may be inserted
into said cavity and, with said flanges in juxtaposition, the
flange of the first member sealed to said face about said
opening and the flange of the second member sealed to
the flange of the first member and to portions of the face
surrounding the flange of the first member.

9. An item for manufacture for use in packaging a
unit of product, said item comprising: a card having two
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faces with an opening therebetween, said card having a
coating of a heat-sealable material covering the front face
thereof; and a unit holder including a heat-sealable plas-
tic sheet having a fold line transversely thereof to define
a retaining member at each side of said line, said line
defining one side of each of said members, said members
having flanges about the periphery of the other three sides
thereof, the flanges of a first member being smaller than
the flanges of the second member, one of said members
having a unit receiving cavity bounded by the flanges
thereof; whereby the unit may be inserted into said cav-
ity and, with said flanges in juxtaposition, the flange of
the first member sealed to said face about said opening
and the flange of the second member sealed to the flange
of the first member and to portions of the face surround-
ing the flange of the first member.

10. An item for manufacture for use in packaging a
unit of product, said item comprising: a card having two
faces with an opening therebetween, said card having a
coating of a heat-sealable material covering the front face
thereof; and a unit holder including a heat-sealable plas-
tic sheet having a fold line transversely thereof to define
a retaining member at each side of said line, said line
defining one side of each of said members, said members
having flanges about the periphery of the other three sides
thereof, the flanges of a first member being smaller than
the flanges of the second member, each of said members
defining a bubble between said line and the three flanges
of the member; whereby the unit may be inserted into
said cavity and, with said flanges in juxtaposition, the
flange of the first member sealed to said face about said
opening and the flange of the second member sealed to
the flange of the first member and to portions of the face
surrounding the flange of the first member.

11. An item of manufacture for use in packaging a
unit of product, said item comprising: a card having two
faces with an opening therebetween, said card having a
coating of a heat-sealable material covering the front face
thereof; and a unit holder including a heat-sealable plas-
tic sheet having a fold line transversely thereof to define
a retaining member at each side of said line, said line
defining one side of each of said members, said members
having flanges about the periphery of the other three sides
thereof, the flanges of a first member being smaller than
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the flanges of the second member, said first member defin-
ing a foot positioned between the flanges and spaced from
the plane thereof, said foot being approximately in a
second plane in which said line falls and normal to the
plane of the flanges, one of said members having a unit
receiving cavity bounded by the flanges thereof; whereby
the wnit may be inserted into said cavity and, with said
flanges in juxtaposition, the flange of the first member
sealed to said face about said opening and the flange of
the second member sealed to the flange of the first mem-
ber and to portions of the face surrounding the flange of
the first member.

12. An item of manufacture for use in packaging a
unit of product, said item comprising: a unit holder in-
cluding a heat-sealable plastic sheet having a fold line
transversely thereof to define a retaining member at each
side of said line, said line defining one side of each of
said members, said members having flanges about the
periphery of the other three sides thereof, the flanges of
a first member being smaller than the flanges of the sec-
ond member, one of said members having a unit receiv-
ing cavity bounded by the flanges thereof.

13. An item of manufacture for use in packaging a
unit of product, said item comprising: a unit holder in-
cluding a heat-sealable plastic sheet having a fold line
transversely thereof to define a retaining member at each
side of said line, said line defining one side of each of
said members, said members having flanges about the
periphery of the other three sides thereof, the flanges of
a first member being smaller than the flanges of the sec-
ond member, said first member defining a foot positioned
between the flanges and spaced from the plane thereof,
said foot approximately in a second plane in which said
line falls and normal to the plane of the flanges, one of
said members having a unit receiving cavity bounded by
the flanges thereof.
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