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To att, whon, it inctly concern: 
Be it known that I, AILFRED A. FARLAND, a. 

projecting fingers 13, with which are con 
nected transverse elastic cords 14, which fit 

subject of the Queen of Great Britain, residing in transverse notches or recesses 15, formed 
at Rahway, in the county of Union and State 
of New Jersey, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in Harp Attachments 
for Banjos, of which the following is a full and 
Complete specification, such as will enable 
those skilled in the art to which it appertains 
to make and use the same. 
This invention is an improvement on that 

described and claimed in United States Let 
ters Patent No. 584,467, granted to me June 
15, 1897; and the object thereof is to provide 
an attachment for banjos whereby the char 
acter of the tone thereof may be changed 
whenever desired or the full or banjo tone 
changed to minor tones or tones similar to 
those of a harp. 
The invention is fully disclosed in the fol 

lowing specification, of which the accompa 
nying drawings form a part, in which the 
separate parts of my improvement are desig 
nated by the same reference characters in 
each of the Views, and in which 

Figure 1 is a back view of the drum of a 
banjo provided with my improvement; Fig. 
2, a partial section on the line 22 of Fig. 1; 
Fig. 3, a partial section on the line 33 of Fig. 
2; Fig. 4, a section on the line 4 4 of Fig. 1; 
Fig. 5, a section on the line 55 of Fig. 4, and 
Fig. 6 a side view of the main part of the at 
tachment which I employ detached from the 
banjo. 

In the drawings forming part of this specifi 
cation I have shown an ordinary banjo com 
prising a drum 7, having a head 7, the usual 
neck 7, and the usual cross-brace 8, and in 
the practice of my invention I mount above 
the cross-brace 8 and near the rear end there 
of an attachment consisting of a yoke-shaped 
device 9, the sides of which project upwardly, 
said yoke-shaped device being also provided 
with a hollow screw-threaded shank 10, which 
passes downwardly through the brace 8 and 
on which is screwed a sleeve 11, provided with 
a head 12. The shank 10 and sleeve 11 when 
in position, as shown in Fig. 2, extend en 
tirely through the brace 8, and the sides of 
the yoke-shaped attachment 9 are provided 
at their lower outer corners with laterally 

in the downwardly-directed side arms 16 of a 
bridge 17, adapted to press on the head 7 of 
the banjo, as shown in Figs. 2 and 3. The 
central upper portion of the bridge 17 is cut 
out, as shown at IS, and connected with the 
ends thereof, as shown at 19, is a flexible strip 
20, of any desired material, which is designed 
to prevent, the material of the bridge 17, which 
is preferably composed of wood, from coming 
in direct contact with the head of the banjo. 
The central lower portion of the bridge is also 
cut out, as shown at 21, and connected with 
the body portion of the bridge, centrally there 
of, is a downwardly-directed attaching device 
22, by means of which a flexible cord 23 is 
connected with the central portion of the 
bridge, said cord being passed downwardly 
through the screw-threaded shank 10 and the 
sleeve 11 and out through the head 12 of said 
sleeve, as shown in Figs. 2 and 3. As thus 
constructed it will be seen that the bridge 17 
is free to move vertically, and in the opera 
tion of the device, as hereinafter described, 
said bridge is held in contact with the head 
7 of the drum 7 of the banjo by means of the 
elastic cords 14. 
The cord 23 is carried diagonally across the 

drum and over a pulley 23, mounted in a 
bracket 23 and secured to the arm 24 of a 
spring-plate 25, pivotally connected at 26 with 
a bracket 27, secured to the drum 7, as shown 
at 28. The plate 25 projects below the edge 
of the drum and is provided with a thumb 
piece 29, and the bottom portion of said plate 
is also preferably segmental in form. 
Secured to the bracket 23 is a downwardly 

directed attachment 30, beneath the lower 
end of which the arm 24 of the plate 25 passes 
when said plate is in its highest position or 
when it is depressed to remove the bridge 17 
from the head of the drum, and this is the 
normal position of the parts or the position 
which the parts assume when the natural tone 
of the banjo is desired, and whenever it is 
desired to change the tone of the banjo or 
produce what has hereinbefore been described 
the “harp-tone’ the plate 25 is manipulated 
so as to disconnect the arm 24 thereof from the 
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attachment 30, when said plate will assume 
the position shown in Fig. 4 by reason of the 
operation of the elastic cords 14, which force 
the bridge 17 upwardly against the head of 
the drum. 
The bridge i7 constitutes in effect a muf 

fler, and when in contact with the head of 
the drum the minor or harp tones are pro 
duced, and in order to remove the bridge from 
the head of the drum the spring-plate 25 is 
raised, so that the arm 24 thereof engages with 
the lower end of the attachment 30. 
The opening in the head 12 of the sleeve 11, 

through which the cord 23 passes, is beveled, 
as shown in Fig. 2, so as to permit of the free 
movement of said cord, and it will be appar 
ent that the pulley 23 is not absolutely essen 
tial, as other forms of construction may be 
employed, and other changes in and modifica 
tions of the construction herein described may 
be made without departing from the spirit of 
my invention or Sacrificing its advantages. 
My improvement is well adapted to accom 

plish the result for which it is intended and 
is also comparatively inexpensive, and by 
means thereof the tone of a banjo may be 
changed at will. 
Having fully described my invention, I 

claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent 

1. A banjo the drum of which is provided 
with the usual cross - brace, a yoke-shaped 
attachment connected with said brace and 
projecting upwardly in the direction of the 
head of the drum, a muffler (mounted in said 
yoke-shaped attachment, and connected there 
with by elastic cords, by which it is normally 
pressed against the head of the drum and de 
vices for depressing said muffler against the 

670,049 

operation of said elastic cords, substantially 
as shown and described. 

2. An attachment for banjos, consisting of 
a yolke-shaped support connected with the 
cross-brace of the drum and projecting from 
said brace in the direction of the head of the 
drum, said support, being provided with a hol 
low shank which passes through said brace, 
a bridge or muffler in said yoke-shaped at 
tachment connected there with by elastic cords 
which normally cause it to bear on the head 
of the drum, a cord connected with said bridge 
or muffler and passing through the attach 
ment and the shank thereof, and devices con 
nected with the side of the drum with which 
said cord is connected for operating said 
bridge or muffler against the tension of said 
elastic cords, substantially as shown and de 
scribed. 

3. A banjo the drum of which is provided 
with the usual cross-brace, a yoke-shaped at 
tachment connected with said brace and pro 
jecting upwardly in the direction of the head 
of the drum, a bridge or muffler mounted in 
said yoke-shaped attachment, elastic devices 
for forcing the bridge or muffler into contact, 
with the head of the drum, and other devices 
for withdrawing said bridge or muffler from 
said contact, substantially as shown and de 
scribed. 

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 
iny invention I have signed my name, in pres 
ence of the subscribing witnesses, this 24th 
day of May, 1900. 

ALERED A. EARLAND. 

Witnesses: 
M. A. MARTIN, 
EDWARD FARLAND. 
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