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Box No. IT Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons:

L I:l Claims Nos.:
because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

2. I:l Claims Nos.:
because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such an
extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically:

3. I:l Claims Nos.:
because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box No. IIT Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:

Becauseof thereasons set forthbelow, thepresent international application
includes seven inventions that do not comply with the requirement of unity
of invention:

Main invention: “Claims 1-4, 6, 7, 9-16, 26-28 and 30”

Second invention: “Claim 5” Third invention: “Claim 8”
Fourth invention: “Claims 19-21”" Fifth invention: “Claims 22-25”"
Sixth invention: “Claim 29”7 Seventh invention: “Claims 17 and 18”

Since a result of the search for claims 1 and 2 regarded as “the originally
described invention (the main invention)” shows that a technical feature
of the main invention is (continued to extra sheet)

L. I:l As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.

2. I:l As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment of
additional fees.

3. I:l As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is

restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:
1-4, 6, 7, 9-16, 26-28 and 30.

Remark on Protest I:l The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest and, where applicable,
the payment of a protest fee.

I:l The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest but the applicable protest
fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

I:l No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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Continuation of Box No.III of continuation of first sheet (2)

digclosed in the document of JP 2008-242770 A (Sky Co., Ltd.), 9 Octcber,
2008, all the descriptions, all the drawings, it has become clear that
the technical feature is not novel.

Thus, the technical feature of the main invention is deemed not to
be “the special technical feature” in the meaning of PCT Rule 13.2,
second sentence.

As far as claim 5 (the second invention) ig then compared with the
prior art, “a (tentative) special technical feature” of the second
invention is “to be provided with a printing medium detection unit that
detectswhether ornot thereisaprintingmediumoutputted fromaprinting
output unit and outputs release information based on whether or not
there is the detected printing medium.”

Further, as far as claim 8 (the third invention) is compared with
the prior art, “a (tentative) special technical feature” of the third
invention is that “a printing control unit, on one hand, prohibits a
printingoutput unit fromexecutinganext printingoutput until arelease
informationdetectionunit detects release information in the case where
a printing output based on printing data is outputted over a plurality
of printingmedia, theprinting output unit executes the printing output,
and the number of the printed media is less than a predetermined number;
and, on the other hand, makes an information processing device transmit
a printing control notice to inform a communication unit that a control
noticeunit controls the execution of the printing output when the number
of printing media is equal to or more than a predetermined value.

In addition, as far as claim 19 (the fourth invention) is compared
with the prior art, “a (tentative) special technical feature” of the
fourth invention is “to be provided with an authentication unit that
authenticates a manager and outputs releage information when the
authentication of the manager is successful.

As far as claim 22 (the fifth invention) is compared with the prior
art, “a (tentative) special technical feature” of the fifth invention
ig “to be provided with a re-printing control unit that outputs a
re-printing instruction for making a printing output unit execute a
printing output with the same contents as those already outputted to
aprintingmedium, wherein the printing output unit executes theprinting
output with the same contents as the printing output outputted by the
printing output unit in the case where the printing output unit detects
the re-printing instruction.”

As far as claim 29 (the sixth invention) is compared with the prior
art, “a (tentative) special technical feature” of the sixth invention
is “an information processing device provided with an authentication
unit that authenticates a user and outputs release information when
the authentication of the user is successful.”

(continued to next extra sheet)

Form PCT/ISA/210 (extra sheet) (April 2007)



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT International application No.
PCT/JP2009/056545

As far as claim 17 (the seventh invention) is compared with the prior
art, “a (tentative) special technical feature” of the seventh invention
is “to be provided with a release information generation unit that
generates a plurality of sets of release information, a printing output
unit that separatelyoutputs theplurality of setgs of release information
toaprintingmedium, andaprinting control unit controls anext printing
output for the printing output unit to execute until the release
information detection unit detects all of the release information
generated by the release information generation unit in the case where
the printing output unit executes the printing output.”

It ig deemed that there are no technical relationships to include
one or more of the game or corregponding special technical features
among these second, third, fourth, fifth, sixth, and seventh inventions.

Additionally, since claims 3, 4, 6, 7 and 9-16 are disclosed in the
prior art document, they are regarded as the same category of invention
as that of the main invention.

Form PCT/ISA/210 (extra sheet) (April 2007)
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