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To all whon, it may conce77. 
Be it known that we, LENA STRONG and 

ALPHONSOBUDD SMITH, citizens of the United 
States, and both residing in the city and County 
of San Francisco, in the State of California, 
have invented certain new and useful Improve." 
ments in Fruit-Picking Implements; and We 
do hereby declare that the following is a full, 
clear, and exact description of the Same, ref 
erence being had to the accompanying draw 
ings, that form part of this specification. 
Our invention relates to improvements in 

fruit-picking devices of the kind that are de 
signed to be 
the stem while the fruit is held by the hand, 
so that both hands of the operator are left free 
to handle the fruit. Such devices are useful 
more particularly in grape picking and other 
operations where the fruit requires to be cut 
and not pulled. 
The accompanying drawings illustrate our 

invention. 
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Referring to the said drawings, Figure 1 
illustrates the mode of using the device. Fig. 
2 is a perspective view. Figs. 3 and 4 are 
cross-sections showing the Cutter in tWO posi 
tions. Fig. 5 is a general view of the device 
taken from the front. 
The ring A is produced by taking a strip of 

sheet metal having suitable stiffness and elas 
ticity and bending it around into tubular form, 
somewhat smaller at one end than at the other. 
The edges are lapped over each other, and are 
left free, so that the size of the ring can be al 
tered by springing the metal, its stiffness be 
ing relied on to retain the slope and size with 
out permanently fixing the edges. The ring 
thus produced is open at both ends, to slip Over 
the finger and leave it exposed at the tip. 
The cutter B is attached to the ring by a hinge 
joint, so that it can be thrown back out of the 
way when using the hands for climbing and 
for handling the vines and fruit, This part 

placed on the finger for cutting 
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consists of a cutting-blade, B, set into a plate, 
b, and provided with a hooked end. The plate 
is provided with a projection, b^, which is fitted 
into a plate or block, c, on the ring. having 
parts c 0, so that a pin, d, being passed 
through the three parts of the knuckle a hinge 
joint is produced. 
by solder or by rivets or other fastenings, and 
the blade is set into a slot in the hinged plate. 
This connection is made sufficiently stiff to 
keep the cutter in position, whether forward 
for action or thrown back out of action, but 
yet to permit either movement and adjustment 
of the blade while the device is on the finger. 
The hinge is made of full length of the ring to 
give stiffness and prevents twisting, and by 
driving out the pin the blade is removed for 
sharpening. 
By means of the aforesaid hinge our device 

can be used on either hand by simply adjust 
ing the blade, so that when in use on the left 
hand the hook of the blade will be pointing in 
an opposite direction from the position when 
in use on the right hand. 

Having thus fully described our invention, 
what we claim, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is 

In a fruit-picking device, the combination, 
with the hook-shaped cutting-blade, of the ex 
pansible metallic ring, the cutting-blade be 
ing hinged to said ring in the manner de 
scribed, whereby the device can be used on 
either hand, or the blade thrown back when 
not in use, substantially as and for the pur 
pose set forth. 

In testimony that we claim the foregoing we 
have set our hands and seas. 

LENA STRONG. L. S. 
ALPHONSO B. SMITH. L. s. 

Witnesses: 
A, H. LEAVITT, 
B. J. BURNS. 
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