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A method of operating a fuel cell system includes providing fuel and air to a stack of fuel cells located
in a hotbox, operating the stack to generate an anode exhaust and a cathode exhaust, in a startup mode,
providing a first amount of the anode exhaust and the cathode exhaust to an anode tail gas oxidizer (ATO)
located in the hotbox to oxidize the anode exhaust and to generate heat which is provided to the stack, and
in a steady-state mode, stopping providing the anode exhaust to the ATO or providing to the ATO a second
amount of the anode exhaust which is smaller than the first amount, and providing the anode exhaust and
the cathode exhaust outside the hotbox.
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FUEL CELL SYSTEM INCLUDING ANODE EXHAUST
DIVERSION AND METHOD OF OPERATING THE SAME
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A method of operating a fuel cell system includes providing fuel and
air to a stack of fuel cells located in a hotbox, operating the stack to
generate an anode exhaust and a cathode exhaust, in a startup mode,
providing a first amount of the anode exhaust and the cathode exhaust to
an anode tail gas oxidizer (ATO) located in the hotbox to oxidize the
anode exhaust and to generate heat which is provided to the stack, and in
a steady-state mode, stopping providing the anode exhaust to the ATO or

providing to the ATO a second amount of the anode exhaust which is
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smaller than the first amount, and providing the anode exhaust and the
cathode exhaust outside the hotbox.
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