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This invention relates to signs, espec1a11y signs of the
type used with merchandise displays; and is directed to

a sign assembly having interchangeable letters that may
be used in different sequences as desired.

The broad object of the. invention is to prov1de such
a sign assembly of pleasing ornamental appearance that
is of simple construction and that may be changed from
one order of letters.to another in a convenient and ex-
peditious manner. Tt is a further object of the inven-
tion to provide a sign assembly of such construction that
the operation of arranging and rearranging the letters to
spell out new words requlres no skill ‘whatsoever  and
will inevitably result in a sign in which the letters are
correctly épaced. - Thus a person with  no expenence
in making and: ‘comiposing signs’ can ‘assemble a sign
having the same finished appearance as a sign produced
by .a professional in this field.

In general these objects are attained by a channel
member to serve as a support means in combination with
a set.of letter members adapted for interchangeable en-
gagement with the channel member. - The letter members
are fixedly mounted on individual base members that
slide interchangeably into the support channel for. align-
ment therein.  In this regard a feature of the invention
is ‘that each of the individual base members is dimen-~
sioned in accord with the width of the corresponding
letter to result in appropriate spacing of the letters.
Thus it is merely necessary to push the base members

_together in end-to-end abutment in the channel support

to cause the letters:to be. correctly spaced apart.

A further special object of the invention is to avoid
the possibility of a letter being inadvertently placed in a
reverse position. This special object is accomplished by
making it impossible to insert a base member backwards
into the channel support. For this purpose, both the
channel support and the base members that fit into the
channel support are of non-symmetrical cross-sectional
configuration’ with respect to-their longitudinal center
lines so that a base member can be inserted into the
channel support at only one :longitudinal orientation
relative to the channel support.

The various objects, features and advantages -of the
invention may be understood from “the following de-
tailed description of a selected embodiment of the in-
vention, considered with the accompanying drawing.

In the drawing, which is to be regarded as merely
illustrative:

Fig. 1 is a perspective view.of a preferred embodi-
ment of the mventlon,

Fig. 2 is an end view on enlarged scale taken as indi-
cated by the arrow 2 of Fig. 1;

Fig. 3 is a transverse section taken as-indicated by

" the line 3—3 of Fig. 1;

Fig. 4 is a fragmentary longitudinal section taken as
indicated by the line. 4—4 of Fig. 2; and
Fig. 5 is a diagrammatic cross-sectional view showing

how the construction makes it impossible to insert a base
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member into the channel support with the base member
in a reverse position.

The principal parts of the selected embodiment of the
invention shown in the drawing include: a support chan- _
nel, generally designated by numeral 10; -a plurality of
base members 11 that are mterchangeably slidable into
the support channel; and letter members 12 that are
fixedly mounted on the individual base members 11. - The
letter members 12 may be of ‘any suitable construction
but in this instance are made of plastic material shaped
as shown. The plastic may be tinted translucent ma-
terial.

In this particular practice' of the invention illustrated
by the drawing, the support channel 10 is intended to
rest on a snitable support surface with the letter merbers
12 extending upward, If desired, however, the arrange-
ment may be reversed for use overhead with.the open
side of the support channel 10 facing downward and
with the letter members 12" extending downward . from
the base members 11. ‘

The support channel 10 is preferably an extruded alu-
minum shape of the cross-sectional configuration shown
in Figs. 3 and 4. - The channel member has a bottom
web- 15 and two side flanges or legs 16 and.17. The
leg 16 may be termed the front leg since it is contemplated
that this leg will be at the front of -the assembled. sign.
This- front leg 16 terminates-in a flange 20 which is in-
clined ‘rearward at approximately 45 degrees from the
wvertical. - The second or-back leg 17 is formed with a .
flange 21 ‘that is turned inward and downward at an
acute angle_relative to-'the leg. Thus as the support
channel is viewed from the front in Fig. 1, both the front
flange 20 -and the back flange 21’ present ‘extensive in-"
clined surfaces that are parallel with each other to result

-in-a certain pleasing and’ ornamental - effect.

1t is to be noted that the inside dimension of the front
leg 16 measured from the bottom web 15 to. the front
flange 20 is:less than the same dimension of the back
leg 17 ‘as measured from the bottom web ‘15 toc - the
base of the back ﬂange 21. As will be explained, this
fact - is-important ‘in preventmg madvertent reversal of -
the. Jetter members ‘12: i

The base members 11 may be made . of any sultable :
material but preferably are made of a transparent plastic
material. When made. of clear hght-transmlttmg ma-
terial the base members' are nearly invisible in-the as-
sembled ‘sign and at first glance the letter members 12
appear to be mounted on a base that is made entirely
of aluminum.

As best shown in Fig. 3 each of the base members
11 has a front bevel face 23 and has a back recess 24
that extends longitudinally along: the back edge of the
member. It will be noted in Fig. 3 that'the back recess
24 fits relatively close under the back flange 21 and
since” the inside vertical dimension of the back leg 17
is greater than the corresponding. inside dimension of
the front leg 16, the longitudinally recessed edge of the
base member will not fit under the front flange 20.- This
fact is illustrated by Fig. 5 in which the outline of a
reversed base member 11 is shown in broken lines. - It
can be seen in Fig. 5 that if an attempt is made to insert
a base member 11 backwards into the support channel
10, the recessed edge of the base member will be blocked
by the front flange 21.

The bevel face 23 gives a distinctive shape to the front
edge of a base member 11 and the bevel face soon be-
comes associated in the user’s mind with the front of the -
corresponding letter member. - In fact a person using this
embodiment of the- invention can tell by touch alone
whether or not: a letter is reversed and if a’letter is re-
versed the fact may become apparent by -touch alone.
If, however, the user does inadvertently attempt to insert




4 base niember Yackward his efforts will be blocked to
call his attention to the error.

Preferably the described sign assembly also includes
some kind of retaining medns or keeper means to pre-
vent the series of base members 11 from sliding out of
. the support channel 19 and also to cause the base mem-~
bers to be held snugly together. In this regard a feature

of the embodiment of the invention illustrated in the

~drawing. is the use of a strip 27 of spring metal for this
purpose. When a series of letter members 12 on cor-
respondmg base members 11 have been positioned. end to
end: in the support channel as shown. in Fig. 1 a keeper
strlp 27 may be inserted at each end to immobilize the
series of letter members relative to the support channel.

The keeper strlp 27 is of generally rectangular con-
figuration and is dimensioned to slide freely into the
end of the support channel 10 when. the keeper member
is in an. inclined posmon shown. in. broken lines in Fig.
2. With the keeper strip 27 positioned agamst the end-
most base member 11 the keeper strip is depressed by
finger pressure from: the broken line position in Fig. 2
to the position shown. in full lines. This act of depress-
ing the keeper stnp bows the keeper strip downward into
edgewise compression between the two legs 16 and. 17
of the support channel 10. The keeper strip may be
bowed. into contact with the bottom web- 15 of the sup-
port channel to provide frictional resistance to displace-
ment of the keeper strip but the edgewise pressure of the
keeper strip against the two channel legs is relied upon
primarily to hold the keeper strip in place..

With the support channel 10 made of a relatively soft
metal, such as alummum, and- with- the keeper strip 27
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A sign assembly of the character described compris-
ing: a rigid support channel having a central web and
two leg portions substantially perpendicular thereto, each
of said leg portions being inwardly flanged, the inside
dimension of one leg portion as measured from said

web to the flange of the leg being smaller than the cor- .

responding inside dimension of the other leg portion; a
plurality. of base membeérs; individual letter members
fixedly mdotinted in upright pésition on said individual
base members, said base members being slidable into
one end of said base channel interchangeably to spell
out different words as desired, said base meribers vary-
mg in length in accord with the width of the correspond-

ing letter members for ¢orrect spacing of the letter mem-

bers when the base members abut each: other end to
end, each of said base members comprising a solid block-
like body having substantially paralle! upper and lower
faces, said faces being spaced apart by a distance greater

than: said inside' dimension of said one of the leg portions.

of the support channel, each of said base miembers being
recessed only along one longitudinal edge to engage said:
smaller-dimensioned leg of the support channel and: Giit-
away along the other longitudinal edge omly to avoid:
interference with said other leg but to interfere with: said

" one leg when mounted in said channel the wrong way,
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made of harder spring. metal, a further feature of the -

invention. in this regard is that the edges of the keeper
strip- dig into the metal of the support. channel for posi-
tive engagement therewith.. Thus with a keeper strip
27 mounted. in this manner at each end of a-row of base
members 11 in the support channel 10 the whole as-
sembly is unified and. the assembly may be handled. free-
1y without relative movement among the letter mem-
bers 12.

My~ description-in specific detail of a selected embodi-
ment of the invention. by way of example and to illus-
trate. the principles involved, will suggest various changes,
substitutions. and. other departures from my disclosure
that properly lie within the spmt and scope of the ap-
pended claim,
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said legs and said base members thus having comiple-
mentary shapes to prevent a base member ftom entering
said channel at a wrong longitudinal orientation relative
thereto and permit it only at the other.
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