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My invention relates to tote bags and more particularly 
to tote bags for Sihal toilet articles and like equipment 
that is used on the beach at the seashore or pool and at 
picnics. 

It is an object of my invention to provide a tote bag 
comprised of a rigid support member which supports 
and is attached to a flexible diaphragm having pockets 
on each side thereof wherein articles of various kinds 
can be placed. 
Another object of my invention is to provide a tote 

bag having an inverted U-shaped rigid support frame 
that can be forced down into the sand or soft earth and 
thsen provide a support for an elevated flexible container 
having a multiplicity of pockets. 
Another object of my invention is to provide a tote 

bag having an inverted U-shaped rigid support frame 
threaded through a flexible diaphragm; the diaphragm 
having a notched portion at the top thereof wherein the 
rigid frame is exposed, the exposed portion of the rigid 
frame serving as a hande when toting the bag. 
Another object of my invention is to provide a tote 

bag having an inverted U-shaped rigid support member 
the downwardly extending legs of the support member 
acting as legs when the tote bag is stored, leaning against 
a wall or other vertical surface. 

Other objects of my invention are to provide an im 
proved device of the character described which is easily 
and economically produced, sturdy and compact in con 
striction, easily cleaned, and which provides containers 
that keep the contained articles above the sandy beach 
or dusty earth in a position that assists in keeping the 
articles in an uncontaminated condition. 
With the above and related objects in view, my inven 

tion consists in details of construction as hereinafter 
shall be described, the description will be more readily 
understood when the description is read in conjunction 
with the accompanying drawings, in which: 

F.G. 1 is an isometric view of an improved tote bag 
embodying my invention. 

Fig. 2 is an isometric view of the tote bag positioned 
on a sandy beach. 

Fig. 3 is a side elevational view of a modification of 
my tote bag. 

Referring in greater detail to the drawing, I show a 
tote bag generally designated as A, comprised of a rigid 
U-shaped support member generally designated as B, and 
a flexible diaphragm generally designated as C. The 
diaphragin C is fabricated of two thicknesses of cloth or 
other flexible material, stitched at , , along the sides 
and stitched at 2, 2 near the top. The stitching , i. 
and 2, 2 in the diaphragm C provides a channel through 
which the rigid support member B is inserted. When 
the rigid support member is in place within the flexible 
diaphragm C the side members 3, 3 of the rigid frame 
tend to keep the flexible diaphragm taut while the top 
member 4 of the rigidi frame supports the flexible dia 

phragm and the articles in the pockets, 5, 5, 5. 

O 

5 

20 

25 

30 

40 

60 

65 

3,079,965 
Patented Mar. 5, 1963 

2 
The pockets 5, 5, 5, are fixedly attached to one side 

of the flexible diaphragm C and to the other side of the 
flexible diaphragm is attached a similarly disposed group 
of pockets (not shown). 
The downwardly extending portions of the side mem 

bers 3, 3 of the rigid support member B provide legs on 
which to stand the tote bag, leaning against a vertical 
surface, and spears on their lower ends to be thrust 
down into the sand or soft earth when a spot has been 
Selected to place the tote bag when out of doors. 
A notch 5 is provided in the upper center portion of 

the flexible diaphragm C to permit the top member 4 of 
the rigid support member B to be exposed and thereby 
provide a handle that is used when withdrawing the 
rigid support member from the earth or sand and when 
toting the bag. 

FiG. 3 shows a modification of the tote bag in which 
the horizontal member 4 is separable from the vertical 
meinbers 3, 3’ just below the elbows at the ends of the 
rennber 4, by means of screw threaded connections 3, 8, 
the vertical members 3, 3’ having male threads at the 
top. The bag C has the corners cut away as at 16, 
it to permit ready removal of the member 4, upon 
disassembly. To disassemble the tote bag for storage, 
cleaning or other purpose, it is merely necessary to re 
move the vertical members 3, 3’ and slide the member 
out of the diaphragm C'. Instead of the threaded con 
nection 8 shown in FiG. 3, this connection may be of 
the bayonet or any other suitable type. Snap fasteners 
12, 2 are placed on the cover instead of the stitching 
2, 2 of the modification shown in FIG. 2. Snap fasteners 
i4, E4 are provided to secure the pockets 5, 5’, 5’ in 
closed position, if desired. With the legs 3, 3’ removed, 
the device becomes a useful carryall or carrying bag 
which is carried by grasping the member 4 where it is 
accessibie in the notch 6. 

it is to be observed that in the embodiment of my in 
vention, as illustrated and described, the device may be 
readily assembled and disassembled for cleaning and 
SÉOrage. 
AlÉhough my invention has been described in con 

siderable detail, such description is intended as illustra 
tive rather than limiting, as the invention may be var 
iously embodied and the scope is to be determined as 
claimed. 

claim: 
1. A tote bag comprising, in combination, a rigid U 

shaped Support, said support having a pair of parallel 
isgs and a bridging section uppermost, said legs having 
the lower ends thereof tapered to permit easy insertion 
in the ground, and a flexible diaphragm secured to said 
Support merinbei, said diaphragm having a multiplicity 
of pockets on opposite sides thereof, and provided with 
a notched portion at the top thereof, said notched por 
tion exposing a medial portion of the bridging section 
of the U-shaped support to permit the hand of the user 
to grasp said medial portion for use as a handle to carry 
said tote bag, said diaphragm being positioned on the 
bridging section and upper portions of the legs of said 
Support member whereby the lower portions of the legs 
protride below the lower edge of the diaphragm. 

2. The invention set forth in claim 1 wherein said 
legs are separable from said bridging section to provide 
a carry-all bag and to permit ready disassembly of the 
diaphragm from said support. 
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3. The invention set forth in claim 1 wherein said 
diaphragin is releasably secured to said Support, and is 
held in place on said support by means of Snap fasteners. 
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