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To all it'llion, it in city conce77: 
Beit known that I, WILLIAM A. CAMPBELL, 

of Hyde Park, in the county of Cook and State 
of Illinois, have invented certain new and use 
ful Improvements in Sample-Holders; and I 
do hereby declare that the following is a full, 
clear, and exact description thereof, reference 
being had to the accompanying drawings, and 
to the letters of reference marked thereon, 
which form a part of this specification. 
This invention relates to a novel device in 

the nature of a sample-holder for wall-paper 
and other similar articles, adapted for the 
convenient insertion of a small piece of sam 
ple of the wall-paper or other article and to 
sustain the same upon a shelf or elsewhere it 
position convenient for inspection. 
A holder for samples embodying my inven 

tion embraces as its main or essential fea 
tures an upright frame provided at its bottom 
with a flat horizontal plate or wing adapted 
to sustain the frame in an upright position 
and a flat plate over or about which the sam 
ple of paper is placed or folded, and which is 
adapted to be inserted in guide-grooves in 
the frame, whereby the sample is held smooth 
or fiat, and is sustained in position convenient 
for inspection. In the use of the holder thus 
constructed for wall-paper samples the holder 
will be supported upon a shelf containing rolls 
of wall-paper by inserting the horizontal wing 
or plate at the lower part of the frame be 
neath the ends of the rolls of paper upon the 
shelf, so that the frame will stand upright in 
front of the ends of the rolls in a manner 
readily understood. Samples of wall-paper 
have commonly been displayed heretofore by 
placing the small fragments of the paper over 
or across the end or ends of a roll or rolls of 
paper upon a shelf. The samples thus dis 
played are not only difficult to properly ar 
range, but are seldom held flat, and show but 
a small portion of the paper in a manner to 
enable its appearance or design to be easily 
seen. AIy holder made as above described 
affords a means of quickly and easily plac 
ing the sample in position, at the same time 
holding the sample perfectly flat and un 
wrinkled, so that it presents the same appear 
ance as when hung upon the wall. It is to be 
understood, however, that the sample-holder 

line 55 of Fig. 1. 

herein illustrated may be used for other pur 
: poses than the display of wall-paper samples 
as, for instance, samples of cloth or other 
flexible material may be similarly placed in 
the holder for convenience of inspection. 
The invention consists in the matters here 

in after described, and pointed out in the ap 
pended claims. - 
As illustrated in the accompanying draw 

ings, Figure 1 is a perspective view of the 
| holder complete with a sample inserted there 
in. Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the main 
part or frame of the holder with the sample 
and the plate about which the sample is 
wrapped removed. Fig. 3 is a perspective 
view of the said plate removed from the holder 
or frame. Fig. 4 is a real' view of the plate 
shown in Fig. 3. Fig. 5 is a vertical cross 
section of the holder complete, taken upon 

Fig. G is a horizontal sec 
tion of the same, taken upon line 6 (3 of Fig. 1. 
As illustrated in said drawings, A is a metal 

: frame arranged to stand in a vertical position 
and provided at its side margins with two 
guide-grooves, a ca, and having at its bottom 
a flat horizontal rearwardly-projecting plate 
or wing, A. Said wing Aisintended for sup 

in the use of the liolder can be inserted be 
neath rolls of paper upon a shelf, so as to sup 
port the main part of the frame in a vertical 
position against or near the front ends of the 
rollis in a mannel readily understood. In the 
particular construction of the holder herein 
illustrated the frame A is made of sheet metal, 
the main part thereof consisting of a single 
piece of metal having its side margins, A' A', 
bent forwardly to form vertical grooves C, a, 

of sheet metal, attached at its front margins 
to the lower edge of the piece forming the 
main part of the frame, and having its mar 
ginal part Ci' bent upwardly in front of the 
said main part of the frame, so as to form a 
horizontal groove, C', extending along the 
bottom of the frame. 
B is a flat piece of sheet metal around or 

| over which the paper sample C is placed. 
Said plate B, together with the sample thereon, 
is held in the frame A by being inserted in 
the grooves a C at the sides of the frame, in 

porting the frame in a vertical position, and . 

and a part or wing, A. consisting of a piece 
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the manner clearly illustrated in Fig. 1. The 
upper edge of the said plate B is preferably 
bent forwardly and downwardly to form a 
flange, b, which affords a hold for the fingers 
in drawing said plate B out of the grooves of 
the frame A. In inserting the plate B its 
lower end is preferably thrust downwardly 
into the bottom groove, Ct', of the frame, and 
the said plate is desirably made of such height 
that the flange b will overlap the ends of the 
inturned edges A' A' of the plate, so that the 
said inwardly-bent parts A' A', the upturned 
part a, and the flange b form a border or 
frame surrounding the sample, as clearly 
shown in Fig. 1. The paper. sample is placed 
or wrapped over the plate B in the manner 
clearly shown in Figs 3 and 4, the main part 
of the paper being stretched smoothly over 
the plate, and its edges being folded fiat 
against the back of the plate, as clearly illus 
trated in Fig. 4. After the sample has been 
thus folded over the plate B, the plate, with 
the sample thereon, is thrust into the guide 
grooves of the frame A, when the paper will 
be held smoothly upon the plate, and will 
thus present a perfectly flat appearance. 
The sample in the holder may be readily 

changed by withdrawing the plate B, remov 
ing the sample therefrom, and folding a new 
sample upon the plate in a manner readily 
understood. 
As far as the main features of my inven 

tion are concerned, a holder comprising a 
frame provided with a horizontal wing to sus 
tain it in an upright position and having 
guide-grooves adapted to contain a plate 
about which the sample is wrapped may be 
made of sheet metal in the manner illustrated 
or in any other manner found convenient or 
desirable. The particular construction illus 

trated, wherein the entire article is made or 
formed from three pieces of sheet metal, is 
of great advantage in point of simplicity and 
cheapness of construction, and this particular 
construction is in itself herein specifically 
claimed as a separate improvement. 

I claim as my invention 
1. A holder for samples, comprising a frame 

provided with a horizontal plate or wing for 
supporting the frame in the vertical position 
and with guide-grooves, and a sample-holding 
plate adapted for insertion in said guide 
grooves, substantially as described. 

2. A holder for samples, comprising a frame 
provided with a horizontal plate or wing for 
supporting the same in a vertical position 
and with guide-grooves upon three of its sides, 
and a sample-holding plate adapted for inser 
tion in said grooves and provided with a flange 
on one of its margins, substantially as de 
scribed. 

3. A holder for samples, consisting of a ver 
tical frame provided with a horizontal part or 
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Wing, said frame consisting of a piece of sheet . 
metal bent inwardly at its opposite edges to 
form two guide-grooves, and the wing con 
sisting of a second piece of metal bent up 
wardly at its front edge and secured to the 
piece of sheet metal forming the frame, and 
a metal plate adapted for insertion into the 
guide-grooves of the frame, substantially as 
described. 
Intestimony that I claim theforegoing as my 

invention I affix my signature in presence of 
two witnesses. 

WILLIAM A. CAMPBELL. 
Witnesses: 

C. CLARENCE POOLE, 
MARK M. FOOTE. 

  


