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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE

A paperboard, reclosable carrying case comprising a
pair of box-like sections hingedly interconnected at the
bottom and having, at the top, handle means and inter-
locking flap means.

e ————— S ————

This invention relates to carrying cases and more
particularly to a reclosable suit-case style paperboard
case with handle which is suitable for transporting a rel-
atively heavy or large object such as a keg of beer.

An object of the invention is to provide a case with
a pair of hinged sections having flaps overlying each
other to reinforce a handle section and also provide in-
terlocking means for reclosing the container.

A more specific object of the invention is the provision
of a reclosable case having a pair of similar sections each
having side, top, bottom, and end walls with bottom
walls hingedly interconnected and with flaps extending
from the top wall of each section overlying or under-
lying the top wall of the other section.

These and other objects of the invention will be ap-
parent from an examination of the following description
and drawings, wherein:

FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of a case embodying
features of the invention;

FIGURE 2 is a view similar to FIGURE 1, but with
the case shown in an open position;

FIGURE 3 is a plan view of a portion of the blank
from which the case of the other views is formed;

FIGURE 4 is a section taken on line 4—4 of FIGURE
1; and

FIGURE 5 is a section taken on line 5—5 of FIG-
URE 4.

It will be understood that, for purposes of clarity,
certain elements of the invention have been intentionally
omitted from certain views where they are believed to
be illustrated to better advantage in other views.

Referring now to the drawing for a better under-
standing of the invention, it will be seen that the novel
carrying case, indicated gemerally at C in FIGURE 1,
is equipped with a handle, indicated generally at H, and
may be formed from a unitary blank of foldable paper-
board, indicated generally at B in FIGURE 3 of the
drawing.

The case is a reclosable container of the so-called “suit-
case” style comprising a pair of generally similar first and
second box-like sections 10 and 20, respectively, which
are hingedly attached to form an openable and reclos-
able case for carrying a relatively heavy or large object
such as tapper keg of beer. It will be understood, of
course, that the case can be used for carrying other
types of articles.

As best seen in FIGURES 2 and 3, each of the sections
includes a preferably rectangular, vertically disposed side
wall 30 having a pair of preferably rectangular top and

bottom wall panels 32 and 36 hingedly attached to the .

upper and lower edges thercof along hinge lines 34 and
38, respectively, and disposed to diverge outwardly there-
from. Each section also includes a pair of end walls 40
each comprising an outer panel 42 hingedly attached
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to an end edge of the side wall on a hinge line 44 and
a pair of inner panels 46 hingedly attached to end edges
of the respective top and bottom wall panels along hinge
lines 48. The outer and inner panels may be attached to
each other in any manner, such as by stitches 49, in
order to provide a rigid enclosed structure. In the con-
tainer illustrated in FIGURE 2 the end walls 40 are
of a trapazoidal shape so that the overall structure is
hqxagonal in cross section, because it is adapted to con-
tain a generally cylindrical article. If desired, however,
tI}e top and bottom wall panels of each section may be
disposed at right angles to the side wall and the end walls
may be of a rectangular configuration so that the overall
container is square or rectangular in vertical cross section.

The first and second sections may be hingedly attached
to each other at the forward edges of their respective
bottom wall panels 36 along a longitudinally extending
hinge line 15.

Still referring to FIGURES 2 and 3, it will be seen
that first section 10 has an inner closure flap 50 hingedly
attached to the forward edge of top wall panel 32 along
a hinge line 52. Inner closure flap 50 is disposed to pro-
ject outwardly from the first section so as to underlie a
marginal porticn of top wall panel 32 of the second sec-
tion v_vhen the sections are brought together to close the
container.

Inner section closure flap 50 may be provided with a
pair of spaced holes 54 which are located on the hinge
line 52 between the flap and related top wall panel. The
purpose of the holes is to retain the ends of the handle,
as shown in FIGURES 4 and 5 of the drawing.

First section top wall panel 32 is also preferably pro-
vided with a pair of spaced tab receiving holes 56, the
purpose of which is described hereinafter.

Still referring to FIGURE 2 it will be seen that second
section 20 includes a first outer closure flap 60 hingedly
attached along hinge line 62 to the forward edge of
second section top panel 32 and also a second outer
closure flap 64 hingedly attached along hinge line 66 to
the forward edge of first outer closure flap 60.

It is to be understood that, if desired, first and second
outer closure flaps 60 and 64 may be formed as a common
flap without the hinge or score line 66 therebetween.
The purpose of forming them as separate hingedly inter-
connected flaps is merely to facilitate opening of the
container in a manner hereinafter described.

At its outer ends there are hingedly attached to second
outer flap 64 a pair of locking tabs 68 which are disposed
to extend through related tab receiving holes 56 in the
top wall panel 32 of first section 19.

As best seen in FIGURE 3 there is provided in second
section 20 a handle opening 70 located at hinge line 62
between top wall panel 32 and first outer closure flaps 60.
The purpose of this opening is to permit the handle to
project out of the carion in a manner hereinafter describ-

~ ed asillustrated in FIGURE 1.

70

To describe the operation of the container, it will
be seen that as the first and second sections are brought
together in face-to-face relation, inner closure flap 50 is
disposed to underlie the adjacent marginal portion of
second section top wall panel 32 and first and second
outer closure flaps 60 and 64, respectively, of second
section 20 are disposed to overlie a marginal portion of
first section top wall panel 32 with the locking tabs
68 being inserted through the receiving openings 56 in
the first section top wall panel and with the handle which
is attached to the first section extending out of the con-
tainer through opening 79 in the top of the first section.

Thus there is provided a relatively simple container
construction with a handle arrangement and reinforced
top wall section which will permit the container to be
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used for carrying relatively heavy objects and which is
at the same time very easy to open and reclose.

I claim:

1. A reclosable carrying case, formed from a unitary
blank of foldable paperboard, for holding a relatively
large object such as a beer keg, said case comprising:

(a) sa pair of hollow first and second sections;

(b) each of said sections having:

(i) a generally rectangular, vertical side wall;

(ii) a pair of opposed, generally rectangular top
and bottom wall panels hinged to and diverg-
ing outwardly from top and bottom edges, re-
spectively, of said side wall;

(iii) a pair of opposed, generally trapezoidal end
walls hingedly connected to opposite end edges
of said side wall and said top and bottom wall
panels to form therewith a box-like enclosure
open at one side thereof;

(c) said sections being hingedly interconnected along
corresponding front side edges of their respective
bottom wall panels;

(d) said first section including:

(i) an inner closure flap hingedly attached to the
front side edge of said top wall panel and dis-
posed to underlie a marginal portion of said
second section top wall panel;

(ii) a bhandle extending upwardly therefrom at
the hinge line between said top wall panel and
said inner closure flap;

(ili) = pair of tab receiving openings in said top
wall panel;

(e) said second section including:

(i) a first outer closure flap hingedly attached
at its rear edge to the front side edge of said top
wall panel and disposed to overlie 2 marginal
portion of said first section top wall panel;

(ii) a second outer closure flap hingedly attached
to the front edge of said first outer closure flap
and disposed to overlie said first section top wall
panel;

(iii) a pair of locking tabs hingedly attached to
opposite end edges of said second outer closure
panel and disposed to extend downwardly
through the tab receiving openings in said first
section top wall panel;

(iv) an opening at the hinge line of said top wall
panel and first outer closure flap for receiving
said upwardly projecting handle.

2. A reclosable carrying case, formed from a unitary
blank of foldable paperboard, said case comprising:

(a) a pair of hollow first and second sections;

(b) each of said sections having:

(i) a generally rectangular, vertical side wall;

(ii) a pair of opposed, generally rectangular top
and bottom wall panels hinged to and extending
outwardly from top and bottom edges, respec-
tively, of said side wall;

(iii) a pair of opposed end walls hingedly con-
nected to opposite end edges of said side wall
and said top and said top and bottom wall panels
to form therewith a box-like enclosure open at
one side thereof;

(c) said sections being hingedly interconnected along
corresponding front side edges of their respective
bottom wall panels;

(d) said first section including:

(i) an inner closure flap hingedly attached to the
front side edge of said top wall panel and dis-
posed to underlie a marginal portion of said sec-
ond section top wall panel;

(ii) a handle extending upwardly therefrom at the
hinge line between said top wall panel and said
inner closure flap;

(iii) a pair of tab receiving openings in said top
wall panel;

(e) said second section including:
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(i) a first outer closure flap hingedly attached
at its rear edge to the front side edge of said
top wall panel and disposed to overlie a marginal
portion of said first section top wall panel;

(ii) a second outer closure flap hingedly attached
to the front edge of said first outer closure flap
and disposed to overlie said first section top wall
panel;

(iii) a pair of locking tabs hingedly attached
to opposite end edges of said second outer
closure panel and disposed to extend downward-
ly through the tab receiving openings in said
first section top wall panel;

(iv) an opening at the hinge line of said top wall
panel and first outer closure flap for receiving
said upwardly projecting handle.

3. A reclosable carrying case, formed from a unitary

blank of foldable paperboard, said case comprising:

(a) a pair of hollow first and second sections;

(b) each of said sections having:

(1) = generally rectangular, vertical side wall;

(ii) a pair of opposed, generally rectangular top
and bottom wall panels hinged to and diverging
outwardly from top and bottom edges, respec-
tively, of said side wall;

(iii) a pair of opposed, generally trapezoidal end
walls hingedly connected to opposite end edges
of said side wall and said top and bottom wall
panels to form therewith a box-like enclosure
open at one side thereof;

(c) said sections being hingedly interconnected along
corresponding front side edges of their respective
bottom wall panels;

(d) said first section including:

(i) an inner closure flap hingedly attached to the
front side edge of said top wall panel and
disposed to underlie a marginal portion of said
second section top wall panel;

(ii) a handle extending upwardly therefrom at
the hinge line between said top wall panel and
said inner closure flap;

(iii) a pair of tab receiving openings in said top
wall panel;

(e) said second section including:

(i) an outer closure flap hingedly attached at its
rear edge to the front side edge of said top
wall panel and disposed to overlie a marginal
portion of said first section top wall panel;

(ii) a pair of locking tabs hingedly attached to
opposite end edges of said outer closure panel
and disposed to extend downwardly through the
tab receiving openings in said first section top
wall panel;

«(iii) an opening at the hinge line of said top wall
panel and first outer closure flap for receiving
said upwardly projecting handle.

4. A reclosable carrying case, formed from a unitary

blank of foldable paperboard, said case comprising:

(a) a pair of hollow first and second sections;

(b) each of said sections having:

(i) a vertical side wall;

(ii) a pair of opposed top and bottom wall panels
hinged to and extending outwardly from top
and bottom edges, respectively, of said side
wall;

(iii) a pair of opposed end walls hingedly con-
nected to opposite end edges of said side wall
and said top and bottom wall panels to form
therewith a box-like enclosure open at one side
thereof;

(c) said sections being hingedly interconnected along
corresponding front side edges of their respective
bottom wall panels;

(d) said first section including:

(i) an inner closure flap hingedly attached to the
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front side edge of said top wall panel and dis-
posed to underlie a marginal portion of said
second section top wall panel;

(ii) a handle extending wpwardly therefrom at the
hinge line between said top wall panel and said
inner closure flap;

(iii) at least one tab receiving opening in said
top wall panel;

(e) said second section including:

(i) an enclosure flap hingedly attached at its rear
edge to the front side edge of said top wall
panel and disposed to overlie a marginal por-
tion of said first section top wall panel;

(ii) at least one locking tab hingedly attached to
opposite end edges of said outer closure panel
and disposed to extend downwardly through the
tab receiving opening in said first section top
wall panel;
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panel and first outer closure flap for receiving
said upwardly projecting handle.
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