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To all whom it may concerm:

Be it known that I, THOMAS . NELSON, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Cedar
Rapids, in the county of Linn, State of lowa,

Thaveinvented certain new and useful Improve-

ments in Railway Route-Abstracts, of which
the following is a specification, reference be-
ing had therein to the aceompanying draw-
ings. o .

My invention relates to improvements in
route abstracts or guides for railway-travelers.

The object of my invention is to readily sup-
ply the traveler with a complete deseription
and historical guide, mile by mile, in consecu-
tive order and complete detail, for any route
or tour he may desireor select. My arrange-
ment involves the preparation of a series of
printed descriptive sheets with marginal ref-
erences to indicate their consecutive order
of arrangement and prepared for all lines of
railway and water routes, which, when com-
bined in their designated order, form a com-
plete and continuousdescriptive guide direct-
ing the attention of the traveler using it to all
objects of interest and historical associations,
cities, towns, and junction-points, mile by
mile, in consecutive order and minute detail
as they are passed en route. These sheets are
adapted to be combined together in sundry
orders at will for any specified or selected
route or combination of routes of railway or
steamboat travel entire, or for any portion
thereof, and in either direction between any
two or more points, as may be desired.

For purpose of illustration I have shown in
the drawings a map of a railway-route, and
then have shown the arrangement and appli-
cation of the sheets in process of combination,
which forms the abstract pertaining to and de-
seribing all stations and objects of interest on
the route selected. o

Figurelisa map, showingtheroute selected
from New York to Ellenville vi¢ Kingston,
and over portions of these different lines of
railway,viz: the West Shore, the Walkill Val-
ley Railroad, and the New York, Ontario, and
Western Railroad. Fig. 2shois the marginal
reference numbers and marks on the various
descriptive sheets or series of sheets used in

50 the combination covering the route shown in

Fig. 1.

As apreliminary step in the deseription, T
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will state that all railroads and water routes
are, for convenieuce, given a number which
will apply to that particular line only, while
Lranches of the same road are indicated by
small superior figures in addition to and to
the right of the principal number, and that
all the descriptive sheets pertaining to that
particular line of railway will bear thischosen
number instead of the corporate name of the
railway or steamboat company operating the
line. There being two general directions
upon-each line of travel, the letter # prefixed
to this chosen number indicates an opposite
direetion from that indicated by the number
itself., These descriptive sheets arealso num-
bered in consecutive order along each line of
road or travel, and in connection with the
chosen number as applied distinetively to the
road or line, all of which will be more fully
shown. Saiddescriptivesheetsare preferably
printed only upon one side, so that the other
may serve for memorandum.

ton, the sheets or series of sheets ABCD B
F G H T are used, and each of which is also
complete in itself. A is composed of a series
of three sheets, as indicated by the marginal
numbers 1, 2, and 3, which describe the route
across the river at Forty-second street, New
York, to Weehawken, the southern terminus
of the West Shore route, and also the points
of interest, together with historical facts con-
nected with the places passed en roufe as far
as Haverstraw, as indicated. The numberon
the left of the margin, as 530, indicates the
railway company operating or owning the road,
and on the right, as 981-4, indicates that
the fourth sheet of route numbered 981 would
.complete the consecutive order of the abstract
should a change of cars at this point be made.
No such change is made, however, in this in-
stance, and the next sheet or series of sheets
of route 530 (marked B) are added, and
which are consecutively numbered 4 and 5,
completing the description of the route as far
as West Point, as shown thereon,
ence-mark “‘special sheet’’indicatesthat asheet
-or geries of sheets relating entirely to West
Point, its surroundings, and historical asso-

illustrations, is prepared and inay be inserted

In making up the abstract covering the ;
route from New York to Ellenville'via Kings-
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next in order where the traveler using the ab-
stracts desires to'stop at this place and con-
tinue the journey at a later day or by another
train. The next sheet or section, C, com-
pletes the numerical and consecutive order of
route 530, and is the sixth sheet, deseribing
the route to and including Cornwall, while D,
the seventh sheet,extends to Newberg, and the
series marked E, the eighth and ninth, com-
plete the route to Kingston, one of the speci-
fied points intheselected route. Herea change
of cars to the Walkill Valley Railroad is made

.and reference is had to the marginal numbers

- on the right for the proper sheet or series of
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sheets which should beadded to preserve con-

tinuously the descriptive matter pertaining.

and applying to therouteselected. ~ The nuni-
ber given to the Walkill Valley Railroad be-
ing 845, the margin to the right shows that
« 84561 is the next sheet in consecutive or-
der to be selected. The prefix zindicates the
direction and the figure 1 the number of the
sheet pertaining to that line, which proves to
be a series of three sheets; and is marked F.
This series of sheets describes the route to
Campbell Hall, the terminus of the Walkill
Valley Railroad, as is shown on the margin,
where another change is made to the line of
the New York, Ontario, and Western Railway,
which having been numbered 524, reference
is had to the marginal numbers on the right,
and it is shown that 524-8 and z524-12 will
apply in the proper designated order; but
the prefix « indicates the opposite direction
from that which the route as selected main-
tains, and 524-8 (marked G) is added, which
describes the route to Middletown. The nu-
merical order of route 524 is continued, and
the ninth sheet (imarked H) is added, which
completes the route to Sumuwmitville, as indi-
cated. Here another change is made, and
again reference is had to the marginal refer-
ence on the right for the proper sheet to add
to still preserve the route in its continuous and
consecutive order, which shows that 524°-1,
and marked I, should follow, and which,

‘when added, completes the route to Ellenville,

which is also the terminus of a branch of 524,
as indicated. Thesesheets, when properly se-
lected, as shown, form a continuous deserip-
tive abstract or guide for the route or combi-
nation of routes selected, and as thus arranged
are stitched or fastened together in any suita-

.ble manner to form a book for more conven-

ient reference, and which, when so bound, con-
ceals from view the marginal figures and ref-
erence-marks, they having no reference what-
ever to the subject - matter contained in the
sheets or series of sheets to which they apply,
only so far as they indicate the proper order
of consecutive arrangement. The said sheets

when so arranged, as indieated, will contain
all information concerning changes of cars,
© cities, towns, and junction-points with other

363,907

roads or branches, interesting descriptive and
historieal matter, &c., pertaining to the route.

It will be understood, of course, that the
sheets shown in the drawings are only samples
of those which will be prepared, covering all
routes of travel and adapted to be combined
together in various orders, so that one sheet
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or setof sheets may form a part of any abstract -

the route of which shall include the section of
country to which the sheet relates. For ex-
ample, should the route selected be from New
York city to Ellenville via Cornwall, of the
sheets shownin Fig. 2 sheets A B C will first be
taken, then will be added a sheet or sheets de-

scriptive oftheroute from Cornwallto Campbell-

Hall,and then the abstract will be completed by
adding the sheets G H I, the marginal index
figures and marks on the several sheets serving
in each case to secure a proper arrangement
of the proper sheets. It is also intended to
include in their proper place and order maps
and illustrations of the route and plats of cities,
towns, and junction-points, showing location
of depots, hotels, &ec.; also special sheets de-
seribing in more minute detail cities, towns,
localities, lakes, rivers, mountains, objects of
interest, &c., in their proper order and place
and in the manner set forth, at will, as may be
required or desired by the traveler or person
using the abstract.

‘What I claim is— .

1. The series of independent deseriptive
sheets or sections adapted, substantially as de-
scribed, to be gathered in sundry orders to
form a continuous description of consecutive
points on any selected route of travel,substan-
tially as desecribed.

2. In a railway routc-abstract or travelers’
guide, the series of desecriptive or illustrative
sections or sheets,each of which relates to some
definite portion of sundry routes of travel and
has the description or illustration of said por-
tion complete in itself and terminating with
the sheet or section, whereby said sheets and
sections are adapted to be collected together
in the order necessary to the selected route

.without making any break in the narrative or

confusion in the sense thercof, substantially as
described.

3. The series of independent descriptive
sheets, each having on its margin a series of
index-figures and reference-marks, whereby its
position in any one of sundry orders of gath-
ering to which it is adapted is determined and
a continuous description of consecutive points
on any selected route of travel is secured, sub-
stantially as described. : .

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

THOMAS F. NELSON.

Witnesses: _
C. D. VAN VECHTEN,
MARY DxACON.
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