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To all whom it may concern:

Be itknown that I, STEPEHEN Sxow,of Ever-
ett, in the county of Middlesex and State of
Massachusetts,haveinvented certain new and
useful Improvements in Lasting-Tools; and
I do hereby declare the following, with the an-
nexed drawings,tobeafull,clear,andexactde-
sceription of the invention, such as will enable
others skilled in the art to which it apper-
tains to make and use the same.

In the preparation of theinnersoles of boots
and shoes where the upper is to be stitched
thereto after it has been properly lasted the
inner soles are provided with channels, with
or without turned-up lips, as the case may
require. The effect of these channels, which
are cut into the inner soles,is to weaken them,
and in the process of machine-lasting, more
particularly, the action of the toe and heel
lasting plates when said plates are turning
down the edges of the upper upon the inner
sole tends to wrinkle orcripple said innersole.
Should this happen, the end of the inner sole
would be moved back from the end of the
last, the result impaired, and the wrinkle in-
side of ‘the finished boot or shoe inconven-

ience the wearer.

The object of this invention is to provide
means by which the above-described unde-
sirable results can be readily obviated. These

means consist of a reinforeing piece or brace

which may bequickly attached to or removed
from the surface of theinnersole. This brace
is made sufficiently strong to enable the inner
sole to resist the pressure of the toe or heel
lasting plates and is used as will be herein-
after desecribed. :

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a plan view of a
reinforcing piece or brace applied to the toe
end of an inner sole with one end bearing
againsttheraised channel-lip. Fig. 2isaver-
tical section of upper, last, inner sole, and
braceas shown by Fig. 1. Fig. 3isthe bracein
perspective. Fig. 4is a plan of a brace to be
attached to the inner sole with tacks. Fig. 5
is a vertical section the same as Fig. 2, show-
ing a brace to be used with a plain thin inner
sole.

The reinforeing piece or brace A is most ef-
ficient when applied to the toe portion of deep
channeled or very thin narrow-toed inner

soles, but it can be also adapted for use upon
any desired part of any inner soles without
material change of principle.
description will, however, be confined to the
said preferred toe portion.

Thereinforcing piece orbrace A isso shaped
that it will fit and act correctly upon the
smallest toe of the desired style of inner sole
it is to be used upon, the variations of size
not affecting the width of the toe of the inner
sole sufficient to impair the usefulness of the
device. :

The front end A’ of the brace A, when in-
tended to be used against the turned-up chan-
nel-lip, as shown by Figs. 1 and 2, is scarfed
down quite thin so that pressure will hold it
fixed against the channel-lip, and the rear end
is provided with the spurs A? which, after
the front end of the brace is brought into con-
tact with the channel-lip, are driven into the
surface of the inner sole, which has been se-
cured to the last in the usual manner.

By inspection of Fig. 2 it will be seen that
force applied to turn the edge of the upper
down upon the inner sole will be resisted by
the action of the brace A, and the part of the
inner sole between the ends of said brace will
preserve their position as desired so long as
the brace is in position. :

The brace A is provided with the project-
ing end or handle A% by the use of which the
spurs A? can be drawn from the surface of
the inner sole when the lasting processis com-
pleted.

For use upon thin inner soles having no
channel-lip to receive the thrust of the last-
ing-plates the front ends of the reinforcing
pieces orbraces A are turned down and formed
into spurs A% as shown in Fig. 5, similar to
those at the rear ends A% and these spurs are
used in a similar manner.

By inspection of ig. 4 it will be seen that
tacks or nails can be readily substituted upon

the reinforeing piece or brace referred to in

the foregoing specification and the same re-
sult obtained.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, is— .

1. The improved tool for use in machine-
lasting which consists of a removable rein-
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forecing piece or brace having spurs at its for-
ward and rear ends to connect it to the sur-
face of an inner sole, substantially as and for
Lhe purpose described.

The improved tool for use in machme-
1as1:ing consisting of a removable reinforecing
piece or brace having an inclined edge to en-
gage with the channel-lip of an inner sole,
and suitable spurs at its rear end to connect
it to said inner sole, substantially as shown
and for the purpose described.

3. The improved tool for use in machine-
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lasting consisting of a removable reinforcing
piece or brace ha,vmg an inclined edge at 1t%

forward end, suitable spurs atits rear end to 15

connect it to the surface of an inner sole in
combination with a suitable handle to with-
draw said spurs, substantially as shown and
described.

STEPHEN SNOW.

Witnesses:
CLARENCE C. SMITH,
GRrRACE A. K. SMITH.




