(No Model.)

0. IGNATIUS.
DESK.
No. 287,643, | Patented Oct. 30, 1883.

S
pasiyf

g,




I0

I5

20

25

30

40

45

50

UNITED STATES

PaTenT OFFICE.

CHARLES IGNATIUS, OF CINCINNATI, OHIO.

DESK.

SPECIFICATION fbrming- part of Letters Patent No. 287,543, dated October 20, 1883,
Application filed February 26, 1883. (No model.)

£

To all wlony it may concern.: ,

Be it known that I, CHARLES IGNATIUS, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Cin-
cinnati, in the county of Hamilton and State
of Ohio, have invented cerfain new and use-
ful Tmprovements in Desks, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification.

The present improvementsrrelate to those

desks, cabinets, or tables which are provided
with a hinged leaf capable of being readily in-
clined when oceasion may require; and my
invention consists in applying to a table or

desk a peculiar combination of devices where-_

with the leaf can be raised and locked at any
inclination that will be the most convenient
either for writing or drawing on. Said com-
bination includes a rock-shaft provided with
2 pair of cams or other suitable lifters and an
operating-lever, the shaft and its lifting de-
viees being situated beneath the table, while
said lever projects nupwardly through a slot
in the latter. When this lever is drawn for-
ward the table is inclined, while a reversed
motion of the lever restores said table to its

normal or horizontal posifion.  Furthermore,

the slot in the table is furnished with a plate
having a series of notches, with either one of
which the lever- is capable of being engaged,
according to the desired inclination of the
leaf, as hereinafter more fully described, and
pointed out in the claim.

In the annexed drawings, Figure 1 is a per-
spective view, showing my-improvements ap-
plied to a cylinder-desk, the leaf thereof be-
ing shown in its inclined position. Fig. 2 is
a plan of the under side of a table provided
with my improvement, the leaf of the same
being shown in its normal or horizontal posi-
tion. Tig. 8 isavertical section of said table,
taken in the plane of the rock-shaft, the leaf

.being inclined. TFig. 4 is another section

thereof, taken in the plane of one of the cams
orlifters.. Fig. 5isasection of the table, taken
in the plane of the slot. Fig. 6 is a plan-of
the plate at the top of said slot, the operating-
lever being shown engaged with the cenfral

noteh of said plate. -Fig. 7 is_ a vertical see-

tion through one of the drawers that contain
the pen-holders. ~

Referring to Fig. 2,- A B C C' represent, re-
spectively, the front, rear, and opposite end
pieces of a table, frame, or other sapport for

the leaf D, the latter being pivoted in said
frame or slide either by the pintles ¢ ¢, passing
through the ends C C', or otherwise. - Further-
more, these end pieces, C ', have downward-

| ly-projecting hangers E ¥, that afford journal-

bearings for arock-shaft, F, carrying two cams
or lifters, G (&, of any suitable shape and ma-
terial. One very cheap and simple construc-
tion of said devices can be made by bending
stout wires to the desired shape, and then in-
serting them in the rock-shaft F, as seen in
Fig. 4. The cross-piece C isslotted vertically
at H to admit a lever, I, the lower portion of
which is fastened to rock-shaft I, whileits up-
per or exposed end is bent so as to form a
convenient handle. Slot H is flanked at top
by a plate, J, (seen'in Fig. 6,) this plate hav-
ing on one side a series of notches, j, into
either of which the leyer I is adapted to en-
gage. : '

In Fig. 1 the above-described table orslide
is shown as adapted to.play in the grooves K
K’ of an ordinary cylinder-desk, L, the latter
being provided with the customary arrange-
ment of shelves, pigeon-holes, and other re-
ceptacles for. books, papers, &c. Further-
more, this desk has one or more special draw-
ers, N, (shown on an enlarged scalein Fig. 7,)
said drawers being designed to receive pen-
holders. - The.front of each drawerhasahole,

'n, through which the holders O are inserted,

the drawers being of such alength as to canse
the end of the holder to project a sufficient

-distance to afford a convenient grasp of the

same., It is preferred to place near the inner
end of the drawer a filling, P, of cotton or
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other soft or fibrous material, to protect the -

pen-point and absorb the ink. "When lever I

is swung back to.the rear end of slot H, the

lifters G G’ are disposed as seen in Fig. 2,

‘thereby allowing the leaf D to rest firmly and

horizontally on the rock-shaft ¥, which isthe
normal position of said leaf. As soon, how-
ever, as it is desired to incline the leaf, lever
I is drawn toward the front end of slot H and

-allowed to snap into either of the notches j,

according to the angle desired. Thisshifting
of lever I rocks.the shaft F in its bearings E

| E' and swings the lifters G G’ to the position

seen in Figs. 3 and 4, thus securely support-
ing the inclined leaf on these devicesG G'. It
is evident the leaf will remain in this position
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until the handle I is again intentionally shift-
ed cither toward the front orrear end of slot H.
By referring to Fig. 7 it will  be :seen: that
the ‘holder O can: be readily pulled out of
5 drawer N; and when it is desived to' remove
said drawer a finger can be inserted in the

hole n in the front end of the same. ‘

I claim as my invention—

In: combination with the eylinder-desk I,
1o having the grooves K K'; the sliding table A

2 287,543

B C U, which tableis provided with the hinged
leaf ¢ ¢/ D, rock-shaft F, lifters G &, slot H,
lever I, and notched plate J 7, for the pur-
pose deseribed.
In testimony whereof I affix mysignaturein 5
presence: of two witnesses.
CHARLES IGNATIUS.
‘Witnesses:
JAMES H: LAvMAN,
SAML, 8. CARPENTER.




