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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that T, Roserr R. Lrepng, a
citizen of the United States, residing at New
Britain, county of Hartford, State of Con-
necticut, have invented certain new and use-
£111 Tmprovements in Butt-Hinges, of which
the following is a full, clear, and exact
deseription.

My invention relates to improvements In
butts and hinges, and particularly to an im-
proved detachable means for hiding the
screw heads by which such devices are se-
cured in operative position.

Tn the accompanying drawings, I have
shown the invention as applied to a con-
ventional form of hinge butt, so-called, and
in said drawings, Figure 1 is a front ele-
vaticn of a butt with the two leaves opened
up, the scalp covering for one leaf being
removed. Fig. 2 is a similar view of the
opposite side of the butt shown in Tig. 1.
Tig. 2 is a relatively enlarged central hori-
zontal section of my improved butt. Tig. 4
is a view of the rear side of a removable
scalp or screw covering.

The hinge butt shown comprises two
leaves 1 and 2 pivotally connected in the
usual manner as by a pin 3. Each leaf may
be provided with the usual screw holes to
enable the hinge to be secured in place by
the use of ordinary wood screws or equiv-
alent fastening devices.

45 are what are termed scalps, the out-
line of which correspends to the exposed
faces of the hinge leaves, each scalp being
detachably secured to its respective hinge
leaf in such a manner as to furnish an at-
tractive finishing plate entirely covering
and hiding the screw fastenings.
means for securing each scalp in place com-
prises a ball and socket fastening which is
uniquely applied to the parts in such a
manner as to in no way add to the bulk or
size of the hinge, and also in such a manner
that the usnal application of the hinge will
not be interfered with in the slightest.

Tn the preferred embodiment, the socket
(one of which will be described) comprises
the base 6 ordinarily of disk-shaped out-
line. From this base and projecting for-
wardly are a series of spring fingers 7—7
which form a contracted passage, the walls
of which (formed by said fingers) yield to
pressure.

8 is the ball element of suitable contour

The -

which is secured to the rear of the scalp 4
in any desired manner. The ball 8 is de-
signed to be pushed through the aforesaid
contracted passage between the fingers 7—7,
said fingers yielding to permit the largest
part of the ball element to pass somewhat

therethrough, whereupon said fingers con-
tract and hold the ball, and thereby the

scalp, securely in place. The hinge leaf is
bored partially throughout the rear and the
front, the bore at the rear forming a pocket

to receive the base 6, as shown in Kig. 8,

the bore at the front affording room for
the curled over ends of the fingers 7T—T7.

9 is a small washer plate having an an-
nular corrugation around its inner edge
around which the ends of the fingers 7 are
curled. By boring the hinge leaf in the
aforesaid manner, a comparatively thin an-
nular wall is provided, on the opposite sides
of which rest the base 6 and the washer
9 so that when the socket element of the
fastening means is in place, it will be se-
curely held ready to receive the ball ele-
ment 8 of the fastener. Any desired num-
ber of these ball and socket fastening de-
vices may be employed, depending upon the
particular size and shape of the hinge leaf
and scalp. In this particular instance, I
have shown each hinge leaf provided with
three sockets, and each scalp provided with
a corresponding number of coGperating
balls.

10 is a small recess formed in one edge of
each hinge leaf close to the pivot portion,
since, when the hinge is in place, that part
of the hinge leaf projects beyond the door
or door casing and is accessible. This notch
or recess 10 is provided to facilitate the
ready entrance of a pointed instrument by
which the scalp may be readily plied off
when it is desired to remove the same and
gain access to the fastening screws. Ob-
viously it is immaterial whether this notch
or recess 10 is formed in the main body of
the hinge leaf or in the scalp portion.
While it is preferred to provide the afore-
said notch or recess 10, the invention should
not be limited thereto because a sufliciently
sharp or thin-edged tool might be inserted
between the scalp and the hinge leaf even
though no entrance notch were provided.
Of course the scalp may be varied in outline
and may be either smooth or ornamented
as desired, it being essentially a finishing
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plate. The hinge leaves 1 and 2 are ordi-
narily made of such a thickness that the
thickness thereof plus the thickness of the
scalps will equal the desired full thickness
of the leaves so that the faces of both leaves
will properly abut in the customary manner
when the hinge is closed.

‘What I claim is:

1. In a hinge or butt, a leaf, a removable
scalp for the exposed face of the same, and
a ball and socket fastening carried by said
scalp and said hinge leaf for detachably
securing said scalp in place.

2. In a hinge or butt, a leaf, a removable
scalp for the exposed face of the same, and
a ball and socket fastening for detachably
securing said scalp in place, the socket por-
tion of said ball and socket fastening being
carried by the hinge leaf, the ball portion

“being carried by the scalp.

3. In a hinge or butt, a leaf, a removable
scalp for the exposed face of the same, and a

ball and socket fastening for detachably se-
curing said scalp in place, the socket portion
of said ball and socket fastening being car-
ried by the hinge leaf, the ball portion being
carried by the scalp, the hinge leaf being re-
cessed to form a socket-recelving space be-
low the surface of the hinge leaf.

4. Tn a hinge or butt, a leaf, a removable

scalp for the exposed face of the same, and a
ball and socket fastening for detachably se-

“curing said scalp in place, the socket portion

of said ball and socket fastening being car-
ried by the hinge leaf, the ball portion being
carried by the scalp, the hinge leaf being re-
cessed to form a socket-recelving space be-
low the surface of the hinge leaf, the recess
being formed partially in the front wall and
partially in the back wall of the hinge leaf.
ROBERT R. LEEDS.
Witnesses:
Hrwry G. VoieHr,
M. S. Wiarp,

Cepies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Patents,
Washington, D. ¢.”
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