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Zo alluvhom, i may concern. 
Beit known that I, CFLARLES E. CAMERON, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
East Orange, in the county of Essex and 
State of New Jersey, have invented a new 
and useful Key-Slip, of Which the following 
is a specification. 
My invention relates in general to the 

Reybed of a player piano, and more particul 
larly relatesto a keyslip for the Same. 
The covers for keyslips now in general 

tSe On player pianos are in the form of 
a drop or door hinged at its lower edge to 
Swing down in front thereby to expose the 
actuating and expression buttons and le 
vers. These old forms of cover possess 
many inherent disadvantages, t is recog 
Inized that dust filters in through the crack 
formed between the cover and the front 
faces of the keys vylhen the former is in its 
closed position, and When the cover is 
openedit extends forward of the front of 
the piano for Some material distance inter 
fering with the knees of the Operator when 
pedaling. The Supporting hinges of the 
covers become loose in time, and frequently 
give Way entirely should anything acci 
dentally bear down on the Same and this is 
very apt to occur as this member is depend 
ing from the front of the piano and the Very 
material Weight of the Same is Supported 
only by the hinges. These doors abutting 
against the face of the casing mar the fin 
ish of the front, and the interposing of 
buffers defaces the appearance of the front 
of the instrument When the door is closed. 
Further the showing of metal hinges de 
tracts from the continuity of the pleasing 
Wood finish. Further these old forms of 
cover are inartistic in appearance, giving 
the effect, when Opening the same, of break 
ing out the front of the piano and destroy 
ing the architecture of the Same. 

It is an object of my invention to elimi 
nate the above Suggested defects in key 
slips and to provide a neat, readily opened 
and closed cover for the Same Which Will be 
Substantially dust proof and which Will not 
occupy anymore Space either in its opened 

or closed position, than is now occupied by 
the usual cover. 

It is a further object of my invention to 
pl'Ovide a device of the above indicated 
character which Will simulate the sliding 
panels in front of the Spool-box of a player 
piano and which Will end itself readily to 
the particular design of the casing. 
A still further object of my invention is 

to lock the fall board of a player piano di 
l'ectly and centrally to a Substantial part of 
the keyslip without interfering with the 
cover of the keyslip. 

È attain the above outlined objects, 
broadly, by disposing the expression and 
control elements of a player piano Within a 
pocket in the face of the keyslip and clos 
ing the Same by means of a sliding cover and 
more specifically, by closing a pair of pock 
ets on opposite sides of a lock carrying por 
tion of the keyslip by a pair of sliding 
COVGS. 

Reference is to be had to the accompany 
ing drawings, forming a part of this specifi 
cation, in Which similar reference characters 
indicate corresponding parts in all the fig 
Ul'eS. 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a por 
tion of a player piano, showing the keyslip 
and a preferred arrangement of cover 
mounted thereon. Fig. 2 is a front eleva 
tion of the base side of the keyslip shown in 
Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is a horizonta view of the 
keyslip shown in Fig. 2 and taken on the 
line 3-3 of that figure looking in the direc 
tion of the arrow. Fig. 4 is a vertical 
transverse sectional view talken On the line 
4- 4 of Fig. 3. Fig. 5 is a similar view 
taken On the line 5-5 of Fig. 3 looking in 
the direction of the arrow. Fig. 6 is a 
view similar to Fig. 3, but showing a modi 
fied form of keyslip and cover. Fig. 7 is 
a view similar to Figs. 3 and 6 showing a 
Second modified form of keyslip, and Fig. 8 
is a vertical Sectional view taken on the line 
8-8 of Fig. 7, but showing the cover in 
open position. 

In order to disclose the details of a physi 
cal embodiment of my invention, I have 
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shown a portion of a player piano A having 
the keys 3 and closing fall board C. Which 
fallboard is adapted in its closed position to 
have its front edge rest upon the keyslip D 
disposed in front of the keys B, which key 
slip and its attached parts more particularly 
form the subject matter of my invention. 
Èore particulary describing the form 

illustrated in ifigs. 1 to 5 inclusive, there is 
shown disposed on opposite sides of the cen 
ter of the front face of the keyslip D, and 
below the upper side thereof, a pair of 
spaced-apart relatively deep recesses or 
pockets 9 adapted to contain the eXpression 
and actuating elements of the player Such as 
the buttons 10 and levers 1. As these 
pockets and their covering parts are simi 
la in construction but one side of the key 
slip will be described in detail. 
The pockets 9 are opened to the front So 

that ready access may be obtained to the 
manipulating elements therein. Preferably 
the top ledge 12 outlining the top of the 
pocket 9 may be recessed from the front edge 
thereof, as shown at 13 in Fig. 1, to pre 
vent any interference with the fingers of the 
operator When playing. 
Forming a continuation of the pocket 9 

and extending horizontally therefrom in a 
direction away from the center portion 14 of 
the bed D is a shallow pocket 15. Mounted 
to slide horizontally on the keyslip is a 
sliding cover 16 in the form of a thin panel 
of a thickness equal to the depth of the 
pocket 15 and adapted in one position to 
cover the pocket 9 and to slide into the 
pocket 15 to uncover the pocket 9 contain 
ing the eXpression and actuating buttons and 
levers. The cover 16 is maintained in slid 
ing position on the keyslip in any suitable 
manner and as illustrated Several means are 
disclosed. For instance, as shown in Figs. 
4, 5 and 8, a ledge 17 extends rearwardly 
from the top of the rear face of the cover 16 
and fits into and conforms in cross-Section to 
a half-dove-tail guideway 18 formed between 
the top ledge 12 and the body portion of the 
keyslip. The lower edge of the cover may 
be formed into a shoulder 19 abuttingan up 
turned lip 20 at the outer face of the lower 
ledge 21 forming the bottom of the pockets 
9 and 15. In place of or in addition to this 
means for slidably holding the cover, it may 
be held in position by a dovetail track and 
slot connection 22 centrally disposed along 
the back of the cover. 

Suitable locking means may be provided 
for holding the cover in either its open or 
closed position and for this purpose there is 
disclosed a spring pressed button 23 dis 
posed in a recess in the keysip and adapted 
to engage in one of two depressions 24: in the 
rear face of the cover to lightly hold the 
same in its open position in the pocket 15 or 
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to engage the other depression to hold the 
cover in the closing position shown in Figs. 
2 and 3 abutting the centra portion 14. 
To move the cover manually a stud 25 may 

be fastened to extend from the front face of 
the cover. 
As hereinbefore described the pocket 15 is 

open to the outside forming a panel effect 
but should it be desired to maintain an un 
interrupted front to the keyslip, a portion of 
the pocket 15 equal to the width of the 
pocket 9, may be deepened as shown at 25' in 
Fig. 6 and said deepened pocket covered by 
a facing board 26 having a beveled end 2 
underlapping the adiacent end of the cover 
16. This facing board is maintained in its 
forward position in the plane of the cover 
16 by a Spring 28 disposed in the deepened 
pocket 25 and fastened to the rear wall of 
the same by a bolt 29. The movement of the 
cover in the direction of this facing board 
Will depress the latter into the pocket 25 
permitting the cover to occupy the position 
previousy occupied by the facing board 26, 
thereby uncovering the pocket 9. 
By the construction shown in Fig. 7 it vill 

be Seen that the cover 16 may be pressed 
inward toward the pocket 9 against the ten 
sion of the spring 30 and slid back of the 
facing strip 31 into the pocket 32. Drawing 
the cover out of the pocket 32 permits the 
Spring 30 to force the cover into alinement 
with the front of the keyslip and covering 
the pocket 9, thereby presenting an unbroken 
front to the keyslip. By this construction of 
spaced apart pockets 9 in the face of the 
keysip there is left a central portion 14 of 
the Substantial keyslip in which may be dis 
posed the lock or catch 33 for holding the 
fall board in closed position. In this way 
butone lock is necessary and it is not only 
positioned in its most effective place, that is 
centrally of the fallboard, but is carried by a 
rigid and firm part of the framework of the 
player piano and not by Some loose, movable 
member of the salme. 

aving thus described my invention, I 
claim as new and desire to Secure by Letters 
Patent: 

1. A keyslip for player pianos having a 
pocket in the front face thereof adapted to 
contain the eXpression and control elementS 
of the piano, a horizontally slidable cover 
adapted in one position to close said pocket, 
a second pocketto one side of said first men 
tioned pocket and adapted to contain said 
cover when said first mentioned pocket is 
opened, means maintaining said cover con 
tinuously in the plane of the front face of 
the keyslip, and means closing Said second 
mentioned pocket when said cover is closing 
Said first mentioned pocket. 

2. A keyslip having two pockets in the 
front face thereof, a sliding cover adapted 
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to face either of Said pockets and a supple first mentioned pocket, a facing board for 
mental cover movable into the plane of Said said second mentioned pocket, a spring tend 
sliding cover to cover one of said pockets ing to maintain said board in the plane of 
When the same is uncovered by said sliding said cover, said cover adapted to engage the 
COVe. board to force the same into the second men 

3. A keyslip for player pianos having a tioned pocket. 
pocket in the front face thereof adapted to contain the eXpression controlling elements CHARLESIE CAMERON. 
and having a second pocket disposed ada- Witnesses: 
cent the first mentioned pocket, a sliding H. R. BAUER, 
cover adapted in one position to cover said S. R. CAIRNs. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D. C.º 


