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To all whom, it may concern: 
Be it known that I, ISAACB. MAHON, a citi 

Zen of the United States, and a resident of Dun 
kirk, in the county of Hardin and State of Ohio, 
have invented certain new and useful Im 
provements in Fences; and I do declare the 
following to be a full, clear, and exact descrip 
tion of the invention, such as will enable oth 
ers skilled in the art to which it appertains to 
make and use the same, reference being had 
to the accompanying drawings, and to letters 
or figures of reference marked thereon, which 
form a part of this specification. 

Figure I of the drawings is a representation 
of front view. Fig. 2 is an end view. 
This invention relates to that class of fences 

which is constructed of posts, rails, and Wire; 
and it consists of the novel Construction herein 
specified and claimed. 
The letters A of the drawings represent 

fence-posts, and B fence rails or boards. These 
posts are preferably arranged in such manner 
that their flattened sides on the line with the 
rails shall occupy angular positions, as shown, 
to the end that when the rails are attached on 
alternate sides they shall assume a zigzag 
form, to give strength to the structure. When 
the posts are thus arranged I commence the 
construction by driving a staple, c, loosely in 
the top of each post, and pass the free end of 
a coil of wire through such staple and extend 
it to a point near the bottom of the post to a 
staple, d, within which staple I make it secure, 
as shown. I then bend the wire slightly in 
staple c, to secure the Wire temporarily, and 
place one end of a rail upon the lower staple 
d, with the said wire interposed, and pass the 
opposite end of said rail to the opposite side 
of the next adjoining fence-post. 
After the lower rail of the panel is secured 

in place, as above described, I drive other 
staples d into the respective posts at the 
proper distance, to form rests for the second 
rails, and arrange them as shown. I next, 
with a suitable pair of nippers, twist the wire 
above the middle of the Second rail into the 
S form, (shown at of on the drawings,) and 
drive other staples, d, into the rails, astride of 
the long arm of the S-shaped bend, in Such 
manner that one arm of such staples shall rest 
above one of the short arms of the S-shaped 
bend in the wire and the other below the 
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other short arm thereof, in the manner repre 
sented in Fig. 1 of the drawings. This opera 
tion is repeated with each succeeding rail until 
the fence has attained the required height, 
when, finally, I secure the Wire firmly to the 
upper staples, c, and drive such staples home. 
I then sever the wire near said staples c, and 
the panel is complete. 

Heretofore in this class of fences great trou 
ble has been caused by the breakage of the 
Wire and consequent falling or displacement of 
the rails. This is an especial difficulty when, 
for economical reasons, very light wire is em 
ployed. Fences of this character often fail to 
give required security, owing to the fact that 
rails are sometimes used before seasoning, and 
the consequent shrinkage serves to loosen them 
within the binding-wire. To obviate these 
difficulties is the chief object of my invention, 
and that object is attained by the employment 
of the staples d astride of the S-shaped bends 
9. By this mode of construction, if a binding 
wire be broken by extra force or oxidation, 
the staples d arranged in the bent wire pre 
Vent the disaster from extending to any rail 
except the one immediately affected thereby. 
These staples and bent wire also provide ef. 
fectual Safeguards against displacement of a 
rail by shrinkage, and, furthermore, against 
Crowding the rails apart or end Wise by play 
ful or vicious animals, inasmuch as they pre 
vent the rails from being moved either up, 
down, or endwise. 

It is obvious that the lower rail of the panel 
may be supplied with a staple and bent wire 
like the others; but as a rule this is not essen 
tial. 

Having described this invention, what I 
claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent, 
LS 

In combination with the posts and rails, the 
herein-described fastening devices, consisting 
of wire secured to the top and bottom of the 
post, bent in S form. On each rail and Secured 
thereto by a staple, and also secured to the 
posts beneath each rail, as described. 

In testimony whereof I affix my signature in 
presence of two witnesses. 

ISAAC T3. MIAFION, 
Witnesses: 

THEODORE MUNGEN, 
PHII, C, MASI, 
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