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This invention relates to improvements in 
ladies' bags or purses of the type sometimes 
referred to as “underarm bags', an object 
of the invention being to provide means 

5 whereby a single bag may be made to con 
form with the apparel of the user and thus 
Fide what may be termed an “ensemble 
ag. 
In ladies' apparel, the tendency is to have 

10 various articles harmonize or match, and in 
accordance with this idea it is proposed to 
manufacture bags of the type referred to 
which conform or harmonize with various 
styles of shoes. To provide a different bag 

I5 for each style of shoe would not only in 
volve considerable investment on the part 
of the manufacturer and retailer, but would 
also involve considerable outlay on the part 
of the purchaser. This disadvantage is over 

20 come in the present invention by providing 
a bag which is capable of use with a variety 
of different closure flaps, and as the latter 
completely alters the appearance of the bag, 
a variety of styles may be provided at very 

25 little expense, the result being beneficial to 
the manufacturer and retailer, as well as to 
the ultimate purchaser. 
Another object of the invention is the pro 

vision of a bag having a detachable closure 
30 flap which is attached in such manner as to 

conceal the attaching means, so that the bag 
will have the appearance of a bag of the or 
dinary type. 
With the above and other objects in view, 

the invention further includes the following 
novel features and details of construction, to 
be hereinafter more fully described, illus 
trated in the accompanying drawing and 
pointed out in the appended claims. 

40 In the drawing:- 
Figure 1 is a perspective view of a bag con 

structed in accordance with the invention. 
Figure 2 is a similar view showing the 

closure flap detached from the bag. 
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45 Figure 3 is a like view of the bag. 
Figure 4 is an end view partly in section. 
Figure 5 is a section taken substantially on 

the line 5-5 of Figure 3. 
Referring to the drawing in detail wherein 

50 like characters of reference denote corre 

sponding parts, the reference character 10 
indicates a bag or purse of the type some 
times referred to as an “underarm bag'. 
This bag may have the usual or any number 
of pockets or compartments and may be of 55 
any desired size, material or shape. 
The reference character 11 indicates a clo 

sure flap for the bag, which is ordinarily 
formed from an extension of the back of the 
bag, the flap extending over the front face 60 
of the bag and closing the pockets. In bags 
of this style, the closure flap covers or prac 
tically covers the entire front-face of the bag. 
The present invention resides in making 

this flap removable and in providing a num- 65 
ber of different flaps, so that a bag with a 
number of flaps may be purchased and any 
one of the flaps readily secured to the bag, 
so that the appearance of the latter will con 
form or harmonize with the shoes or other 70 
articles of wearing apparel of the user. For 
this purpose, the rear face 12 of the bag is 
provided along its upper edge with a pocket 
13 which is adapted to receive the edge 14 of 
the flap 11. The inner wall of this pocket is 75 
provided with a plurality of Snap fastener 
members 15 which are adapted to be engaged 
by snap fastener members 16 carried by the 
edge 14 of the flap. This edge 14 may be of 
the same material as the flap, or it may con- 80 
sist of a strip of different material. 
The ends of the pocket 13 are provided with 

gussets 17 so that the pocket may be conven 
iently opened as shown in Figure 3 of the 
drawing to permit the edge of the flap to be 85 
conveniently secured in place. The outer 
wall of the pocket 13 is provided with snap 
fastener members 18 which engage snap fas 
tener members 19 carried by the inner wall 
of the pocket, so that after the edge of the 90 
flap is positioned within the pocket, the lat 
ter may be closed. . 
The flap is preferably cut away at its cor 

ners as shown at 20 so that it may be readily 
inserted within the pocket and allow for 95 
connection of the fastener members 18 and 
19. In addition to receiving the end of the 
flap, the pocket 13 is also intended to receive 
cards or other flat articles, the fastening 
members 18 and 19 being near the corners of io9. 
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the pocket so as to leave the intermediate por 
tion open. 
From the foregoing description and accom 

panying drawing, it will be seen that by means 
of the invention, a single bag may be pur 
chased for use With a number of different 
flaps and by changing the flaps, the bag may 
be made to conform in appearance or har 
monize with the style of the shoes of the user. 
In addition, it will be unnecessary to change 
the contents of the bag from one bag to an 
other as where different bags are used, the user having only to change the closure flap 
without disturbing the contents of the bag. 
The invention is susceptible of various 

changes in its form, proportions and minor 
details of construction and the right is herein 
reserved to make such changes as properly 
fall within the scope of the appended claims. 

Having described the invention what is 
claimed is:- 

1. A bag of the character described having 
a pocket extending along the upper edge of 
its rear face, a detachable flap adapted to ex 
tend over the front face of and close the bag, 
means to detachably secure one edge of the 
flap within said pocket and means to close 
the pocket. 

2. A bag of the character described having 
a pocket open at the upper edge of its rear 
wall, a detachable flap co-extensive in length 
with the length of the bag for closing the lat 
ter, a relatively short rear edge for said flap 
to be received within the pocket, and means 
to secure said edge within said pocket. 
In testimony whereof I affix my signature. y Slg 

HARRY WILLIAM TOPAL. 


