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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, WILTIAM LAWSON VAN
HA}%LINGEN, a citizen of the United States, re-
siding at Oakland, in the county of Alameda
and State of California, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Iniprovementsin Ready-

Reference Files, of which the following is a-

specification, reference being had therein to
the accompanying drawings. '
My invention relatesto a new and improved

. ready-reference-file; and has for one of its
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objects the preservation of physicians’ pre-
seriptions and other like papers in compact
form and ;in snch numerical and other ar-
rangement as will render practical the ready
reference to any desired paper.

_Another object of my invention is to pro-
vide means for exposing to view for the time
being only that particular one of the papers

filed to which there may be occasion to refer,

thusgunarding against the confusion and error
always liable to occur when a large number
of papers are under the eye at one time—
as, for instance, when a person may be refill-
inga preseription that is pasted beside anum-
ber of other preseriptions upon a page which
exposes all at once. ’
_Another object of my invention is to pro-
vide means for so noting the price of each
preseription or the amount of the transaction
or transactions to which each particular pa-
per refers that such notation may not only
serve its purpose in so far as relates to its
own particular paper, but may, by the simple
act of filing the paper, be brought into line
with the notations of price or amounton the
other filed papers, thus rendering the amount
of the current volume of business, cash and
g'redit, readily determinable simply by addi-
ion. ‘
_Another object of my invention is to pro-
vide means whereby the pharmaeist may
record in his current file all business done
in refilling preseriptions, together with the
amount of suchbusiness,in dollars and cents,
the charged and paid business being kept
separate,and the aniount of each carried for-
ward from file to file as one file after another
becomes filled with prescriptions and is laid
away. By this means thé sum of the phar-

macists preseription business for the expired

portion of any given period, as for a year, for
instance, will be kept in hand, and can be re-
ferred to at any time.

My invention will first be deseribed in con-

‘nection with the accompanying drawings, and

then pointed out in the claims.

While I have herein illustrated and de-
seribed my ready-reference file as a prescrip-
tion-file, it will be apparent that it can be
used for filing any other analogous papers
reference to which may be desirable or nec-
essary. ‘

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the file

spread out flat, showing on one side the pre-
seriptions attached to the backing, and on the

opposite side a blank ruled sheet for entering
and keeping record of all refilled prescrip-
tions. Fig. 2 is a perspective view of one of
the backings removed,showing a blank ruled
sheet to which the prescriptions are attached
after being filled. Fig. 3 is a plan view of
a prescription-blank, omitting unnecessary
printed matter. Fig.4 is abroken edge view
of the backing and attached blanks,showing
the points at which the latterare attached.
Referring to the drawings, A and B desig-
nate respectively the front and back covers
of a file, which covers may be made of any
suitable material, but preferably of card-
board, and secured together either at their
sides or ends by means of cloth hinges, a cord,
or by any other form of fastening device. . In
thisinstance but two of the covers or backings
are shown as connected; but it istobe under-
stood that any desired numbér may be so con-
nected—as, for instance, the backings con-
taining the prescriptions and therecord of the
refilled preseriptions for & certain period,say
one year. By this means a complete record
of a whole year’s perscription trade may be
kept in a compact form, and in such a man-
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ner as to be readily accessible when needed .

for reference. .
On the inner surface of backing A is se-

cured a sheet C having a series of horizon-

tally-ruled lines 1, the spaces ¢ between which
are equal throughout, and a vertical guide-
line'2. The width of this sheet is the same
as that of the backing, but it is not quite so
long, there being sufficient space left below
its lower edgeto permit the attachment to the
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backing of a total-footing strip, hereinafter
mentioned. Notall of the sheet C is provided
with the ruled lines 1, there being a blank
spaced at thelower end, of alength somewhat
less than that of the prescription blank, so
that when one of said blanks is attached to
the sheet on the lowest horizontal line the
lower edge of the blank will just overlap the
upper edge of the total-footing strip so as to
cover the designation “Amt. forward” on said
strip, as shown in Fig. 1. The entire hori-
zontally-ruled surface of sheet C is gummed,
in order to facilitate the attachment thereto
of the preseriptions or other papers, such ar-
rangement being preferable to the gumming
of each separate paper; but it is to be under-
stood that, if desired, the gummed ‘sheet C
may be dispensed with and the backing A
be similarly ruled and gummed.

Below the sheet C and extending parallel
with the lower edge of the cover (or the side,
as the case may be) is attached or printed
what I term a total-footing strip D, provided
with a series of vertical lines 3, between
which are entered the total cash values of the
prescriptions filed on one sheet of the file.
Ontheleft-handsideof thestrip D are printed
the words “Amt. forward;” and below the
words “Preseriptionscharged.” On theright-
hand side of the said strip are printed the
words “Amt. forward;” and below, the words
“ Prescriptions paid.” ‘

In order to understand clearly the function
of the strip D, it will be necessary to describe
the prescription-blank and its manner of at-
tachment to the file in order to cause it to
coact with the said strip.

Extonding parallel with and near the bot-
tom of the prescription-blank all of said
blanksbeing of the same dimensions, is a line
4, below which is a number of vertical lines
5, these being so spaced that when the pre-
seriptions are filed the lines 5 will align with
the lines 3 of the strip D, thus forming a se-
ries of practically continuous vertical col-
umns extending throughout the series of pre-
scriptions filed. - On the left-hand side of the
prescription-blank is entered the number of
the preseription; between the lines 5 on that
side, the cost of the preseription if charged;
and between the lines of the right-hand side,
the cost if paid. It will thus be readily seen
that when a file is completed it is only neces-
sary to cast up the debit and eredit columns
and enter the sum total in its respective place
on the total-footing strip D to have a com-
plete record of the amount of business done;
and by carrying the sums total over to the

. next succeeding file and entering them in
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the spaces marked “Amt. forward,” a daily,
weekly, monthly, or yearly account may be
kept with readiness and preeision. When a
prescription has been filed, it is numbered,
and its cost entered in the proper place. The

upper portion of the blank is then moistened,
and the upper edge is laid parallel with one

of the lines 1, with its left-hand side in line

with the guide-line 2. .
In filling & sheet or backing with prescrip-

tions, the first preseription is attached so that

its upper edge aligns with the lowest hori-

zontal line 1, the next prescription filed align-
ing with the line next above, and so on. The
distance of the line 4 on the preseription
blank from the bottom thereof being 9qual
to the space ¢ between the lines 1, it is ob-
vious that when the prescriptions are filed,
as above described, that portion of the pre-
seription below line 4 will show below the
prescription next filed, thus leaving the nee-
essary data always in view. -

In Fig. 1, the file is shown with a number
of preseriptions rolled back so as to expose
one of them for reference. In order to hold
the prescriptions back in the position shown,
a cord or band E is employed, which is at-
tached to the two ends of thebacking and ex-
erts a pressure on those preseriptions that are
turned back, as will be perfectly obvious,
and, when not employed for this purpose it
serves to hold the filed preseriptionssmoothly
in place.

Thus far the description has been given of
the manner of attaching the preseriptions in
place and of keeping an account of the total

number filed. But it is obvious that in or-

der to keep an exact account of the business
done in a given time, provision must be made
whereby to debit and credit preseriptions

that have been refilled; and in order to aec-.

complish this I furnish the backing B vyith a
sheet F, provided with suitably-ruled lines 6,
between which may be entered the date of
the refilled preseriptions, their numbers and
cost, whether charged or paid. Across the
top of the sheet Fare entered the words “Pre-
seriptions refilled;” and below, in suitable
spaces, the words “Date,” “ No,” “ Charged,”
and “Paid.” The sheet F, in conjunction
with the total-footing strip, will enable a per-
son unskilled in bookkeeping to ascertain
with exactness the amount of refilling busi-
ness transaeted in a given time, without ne-
cessitating the employment of a regular set
of books such as are in common use.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim asnew.and desire tosecure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. Aready-reference file comprising a back-
ing having a series of horizontally-ruled lines,
that portion of the backing thusruled being
gummed, a blank space below said lines, ver-
tically-ruled debit and credit spaces below
the blank space, and a series of loose num-
bered blanks having vertically-ruled debit
and credit spaces on their lower edges, said
blanks when filled being designed to be suc-
cessively so attached to said backing that the
debit and credit spaces of one blank will
align respectively with those of another and
also with the debit and eredit spaces on the
backing.
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2. Aready-reference filecomprising a back-
ing, a sheet secured at the upper side of said
backing and having a series of horizontally-
ruled lines, that portion of the sheet thus
ruled being gummed, and a blank space be-
low said lines, a total-footing strip having
vertically-ruled debit and credit spaces at-
tached to said backing below said sheet, and
a series of loose blanks having vertically-
ruled debit and credit spaces on their lower
edges, said blanks when filled being designed
to be successively so attached tosaid gummed
sheet that the debit and credit spaces of one
blank will align respectively with those of
another and also with the debit and credit
spaces on the total-footing strip.

3. Aready-reference file comprising a back-
ing havinga series of horizontally-ruled lines,
that portion of the backing thus ruled being
gummed, a blank space below said lines, ver-
tically-ruled -debit and credit spaces below
said blank space, a vertical guide-line at one
side of the horizontally-ruled lines, and a se-
ries of loose blanks having vertically-ruled
debit and credit spaces near their lower edges,
said blanks being designed when filled to be
successively so attached to said backing that
the debit and credit spaces of one blank will
align respectively with those of another and
also with the debit and credit spaces on the
backing. ,

4, Aready-reference filecomprising a back-

_inghaving aseries of horizontally-ruled lines,

that portion of the backing thus ruled being
gummed, a blank space below said lines, ver-
tically-ruled debit and eredit spaces below the
blank space, a series of loose blanks having
vertically-raled debit and credit spaces on
their lower edges, said blanks when filled be-
ing designed to be successively so attached
tothe backing that the debit and eredit spaces
of oneblank will align respectively with those
of another and also with the debit and credit

‘

spaces on the backing,and a band passed ver-
tically around or along the face of the said
backing for the purpose specified.

5. Aready-reference file comprising a back-
ing having a series of horizontally-ruled lines,

-that portion of the backing thus ruled being

gummed, a blank space below said line, ver-
tically-ruled debit and credit spaces below the
blank space, a series of loose blanks having
vertically-ruled debit and credit spaces on
their lower edges, said blanks when filled be-
ing designed to be successively so attached
to the backing that the debit and credit spaces
of one blank will align with those of another
and also with the debit and credit spaces on
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the backing, and a cover flexibly attached fo .

the backing and having on its inner surface
date, number, and debit and credit spaces.

6. Aready-reference file comprising a back-
ing having a series of horizontally-ruled lines,
that portion of the backing thus ruled being
gummed, a blank space below said lines, ver-
tically-ruled debit and credit spaces below
said blank space, a vertical guide-line at one
side of the horizontally-ruled lines, a series
of loose blanks having vertically-ruled debit
and credit spaces on their lower edges, said
blanks when filled being designed to be suc-
cessively so attached to said backing that the
debit and credit spaces of one blank will
align respectively with those of another and
also with the debit and credit spaces on the
backing, a band passed vertically around or
over the face of the backing, and a cover
flexibly attached to the backing and having
on its inner surface date, number, and debit
and credit spaces. L

- Intestimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses. '
WILLIAM LAWSON VAN HARLINGEN.
Witnesses:
C. 8. MARTIN,
G. M. PRATHER.
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